Ronald W. Capistran
June 5, 1931 - March 10, 2019

Ronald Willard Capistran of Moorhead, MN, age 87, passed away after a brief illness on
Sunday, March 10, 2019, in Essentia Hospital, Fargo, ND.
Ronald was born on June 5, 1931, in Crookston, MN, the son of Leo and Grace Capistran.
He spent his childhood through his teen years in several locations – Crookston, Portland,
OR, Minneapolis, MN, Rockford, IL, and Dilworth, MN. He entered the Army in 1951,
serving for six months in Korea. He received an honorable discharge in 1954, and then
settled in Moorhead, living near his mother and stepfather, Otto Akron.
On May 4, 1956, he married Frances Formo, and the couple made a move to Minneapolis.
In addition to working several custodial jobs in the Twin Cities, Ronald pursued his
passion as a landscape artist, attending night classes at the Minneapolis Institute of Art.
In 1971, Ronald and his family moved to Park Rapids, MN, where he developed his art
business, painting hundreds of acrylic landscapes. For several summers he displayed his
works in an old log cabin situated just across the driveway from the house. He also
sketched editorial cartoons that appeared in the local newspapers. One of his favorite
hangouts in town was Schwarzwald’s restaurant, where he ate many a breakfast and
consumed numerous cups of coffee (with lots of sugar) while reading his newspaper. He
was always a night owl, watching late night TV and consuming large bowls of ice cream.
After the passing of his wife Frances in 2010, Ronald moved to back to Moorhead, and
was a resident at Sharpview, Eventide Fairmont and Eventide on Eighth before his
passing. In recent years, if you were to ask him how things were going he would quietly
reply, “Hoping for the best.”
Ronald is survived by his two sons, Rodney (Jane Linde) and Keith (Pat); granddaughter,
Madeline; grandson, Stuart; sisters, Dorothy Denis, Ardis Leguee, Jeanette Panzer, Rosie
Klebs, and Marie St. Germain; brothers, Norman and Dennis Capistran; and many nieces
and nephews. He was preceded in death by his wife, Frances Capistran; infant son,

George; brother, Warren Capistran; and his parents.
A memorial service for Ron will be held on Saturday, April 20, 2019, at 2 PM in Korsmo
Funeral Chapel, Moorhead.
Online guestbook: www.korsmofuneralservice.com
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409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

Comments

“

Sympathies to all the family and all that knew my Uncle Ronnie. I will cherish all my
memories of visiting Ronnie and Frances in their home, and playing with Rodney and
Keith when we were kids. Also their visits to Crookston to see family will be held
close in my heart. I will never forget how proud I was when I was living in New York
in the early 80's, and Ronnie was invited to do an art show in the city. I was so proud
and excited for him! I also remember his art cabin he had, with the many beautiful
paintings on the wall. I loved to brag about my Uncle Ronnie the "artist". I enjoyed
getting his Christmas cards each year, that he made himself. Rest In Peace Uncle
Ronnie, I hope you are having a good cup of Coffee with Gordy. love and
condolences to the family. Becky Leguee Siani and family.

Becky Siani - March 26 at 09:11 AM

“

I have a ton of childhood memories of when we used to visit Minneapolis as children
and stay with Ronnie and Frances and my favorite cousins Rodney and Keith!
Although we did not live lives like the Brady Bunch the things our parents taught us,
and the things we learned along the way, I believe, helped make all of us very special
people, with open minds and loving hearts. Rodney and Keith you both hold a very
special place in my heart and I will keep you in my prayers as you to find peace for
this loss. Bye for now Uncle Ronnie! Verna

Verna Eberhardt - March 14 at 10:45 AM

