Wilbert R. Fischer
December 17, 1930 - November 15, 2019

Wilbert R. Fischer, 88, of Fargo, ND, passed away at home on Friday, November 15,
2019, under the care of his family and of Hospice of the Red River Valley.
Wilbert Roy Fischer was born near Ashley, ND, to Jacob J. and Margaret Fischer, on
December 17, 1930. He was raised on a farm, where he walked several miles to country
school. He graduated from Ashley High School in 1949. He attended summer school at
Ellendale Normal Industrial College the summers of 1949 and 1950 and taught two school
years in a one-room schoolhouse.
In October of 1951, Wilbert entered the US Army and served two years stateside in the
signal corps as a teletype operator, until his discharge in 1953. Upon returning home, he
finished his four-year degree at Ellendale Normal. He then taught high school in Tyndal,
SD, and at Lake Bronson and Hancock, in Minnesota.
Wilbert finished his Master’s degree in business in 1959, at UND in Grand Forks, ND. He
taught business courses at Fargo Central High School and in Willmar (MN) Vocational
School. He completed his Doctorate Degree in business in 1972, at UND, and taught
accounting at MSUM, Moorhead, MN, for 24 years, until retiring in 1993.
Wilbert held a CPA certificate, and at one time a realtor’s license. He was a tax preparer
for over 50 years and volunteered for SCORE, was a board member of Valley Senior
Services, as well as serving in numerous church offices.
On September 26, 1959, Wilbert married Betty Olson, in Mentor, MN. They just reached
the 60-year milestone.
Wilbert had many interests which included helping at church, gardening, taxes, tinkering in
the garage where he could fix anything. He loved to sing, singing in quartets and choirs.
He spent hours reading his Bible. We think he was the most kind, loving, hard-working,
Godly person we can think of.

Dad, now you can eat all the popcorn, sunflowers seeds and ice cream you want!
Dad often said, “Do what is right, no matter if anyone is watching or not.”
Survivors are his wife, Betty; daughters, Gail (Barry) Olson, MN, and Jane (Steve)
Cybulski, MT; a son, Keith; grandchildren, Derek (Cheryl) Olson, Jenna (Ross) Pearson,
Shekina DeTienne, Haley (Jakob) Baumeister, Blaise DeTienne, Connor (Erin) Olson, and
Isaiah (Ashlin) DeTienne; great-grandchildren, MiKyla, Kyson, Brynlee and Addyson, and
two little boys, due in December, Ezra and Grayson; and a sister, Eloise Kelle. He was
preceded in death by his parents and three siblings, Norma, Alma and Orvil.
The funeral service for Wilbert Fischer will be Saturday, November 23, 2019, at 10:30 AM,
in Bethel Evangelical Free Church, Fargo. Visitation will be one hour prior to the funeral, at
the church. Burial will be in Riverside Cemetery, Fargo. Funeral arrangements by Korsmo
Funeral Service, Moorhead.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)
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Comments

“

To the Family of Will... So sorry to hear about the passing of your father! What great
neighbors the Fishcer's were to our family. We all enjoyed having such great
neighbors. I know my dad, Vern thoroughly enjoyed the many many times the two
spent together over the many years!!! Sending you loving thoughts and prayers to all
of you; may god bless you all and watch over you!!
With Deepest sympathy,
Bryan Wickoren Family
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

bryan wickoren - December 09, 2019 at 09:02 PM

“

Kraig and Sandi (Bertsch) Niesen purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for
the family of Wilbert R. Fischer.

Kraig and Sandi (Bertsch) Niesen - November 22, 2019 at 12:33 PM

“

Wow, where to start??? He made us feel so at home in church upon being newly
married 42 years ago. I lost count how many years he did our taxes. He always
shared the 'bad' news (concerning income tax due) with a smile and wink and said,
"Be glad you have it to pay." First time I ever heard that and have never forgotten it!
He had a wonderful way of putting things in proper perspective, and was truly a
Godly man. Then they encouraged us to lead the youth group. We knew nothing
about anything but they (Betty) always offered to take care of our children when we
did Youth activities. That's where/how we learned to downhill ski!! We will forever
remember his example of humility and integrity and strength of spirit. Love to you all.
Lonell and Rhonda

Rhonda - November 21, 2019 at 01:25 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Wilbert R. Fischer.

November 21, 2019 at 01:20 PM

“

Wil Fischer was my instructor in accounting when I attended Moorhead State in the
mid-70's. That is over 40 years ago and I still remember him from time to time... that
speaks to the impression he made on me. One of the best instructors I ever had....
not to mention what a wonderful person he was. Sharon J. Windels, CPA, Fargo ND

Sharon J. Windels - November 21, 2019 at 12:53 PM

“

My memories of Wil go back 35 to 40 years. We worked together (along with a lot of
other people) on a building project at the church we attended. The "skills" I learned
from Wil during that project have been used many times over the years - I cannot
hang sheetrock without thinking of him! As someone has mentioned, Wil would
always introduce himself by name (with a grin), even to people who had known him
for many years. In "retaliation," when Wil would usher at church and introduce
himself to me by name, I would look at the tag he was wearing and reply, "good
morning Mr. Usher, nice to meet you!' and we would share a laugh. Wil was probably
one of the gentlest, quietest souls I have known, yet when he spoke, the strength of
his beliefs and convictions were plainly heard. He will be missed.
Lew and Connie Diede

Lew Diede - November 21, 2019 at 11:11 AM

“

Very well said, Lew! Lonell could say the same. He was a special man indeed! Rhonda
Rhonda - November 21, 2019 at 01:13 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Wilbert R. Fischer.

November 20, 2019 at 04:50 PM

“

Wil was a Dear & Caring man. My husband, Wayne & I enjoyed many conversations
with him & his loving wife Betty over our backyard fence we shared as neighbors!
Such an intelligent man! We so looked forward to his excellent gardening produce
which he shared freely to many! My deepest sympathy to Betty & family. Diane
Bachinski

Diane Bachinski - November 20, 2019 at 03:32 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Wilbert R. Fischer.

November 19, 2019 at 06:06 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Wilbert R. Fischer.

November 19, 2019 at 04:04 PM

“

Uncle Wilbert was one of the kindest men I have ever known. He always putting
himself second and knew how to bring laughter and joy to the room. The stories he
shared were very worthwhile and he would always remind me of how gracious the
Lord is and that his ways are always perfect. I always enjoyed his company and
spending time with him and Aunt Betty. They took me under their wing while I was
attending NDSU in Fargo and I would occasionally change churches from time to
time just so that I could attend with them. They would always provide lunch after and
we would talk for hours. I’m so grateful for that time together and I look forward to
spending time with him again when I get to Heaven. I know he’s having a party up
there with my grandparents Orvil and Loretta and is probably entertaining all the little
children up there. Rest In Peace Uncle Wilbert, you will be loved and missed.

Mikaela Reardon - November 19, 2019 at 02:24 PM

“

Uncle Wilbert will be missed by many, he touched many a persons life with his
kindness, his wit, work ethic and a sense of humor.
Our Dad (Orvil) and Uncle Wilbert were the best of friends and the best of brothers
anyone could ask for. Always talking German to each other when the family came to
visit us in Ashley on the farm. Never a harsh word between them. Always willing to
step in and help in time of need.
Always greeting people with a hand shake (Hi!! my names Wil Fischer-with a little
grin) knowing him or not, was his special way of making people comfortable around
him.
He is now with his Lord and Savior in heaven,rejoicing and surrounded by all his
family members that have gone on before him.
Uncle Wilbert, we all loved you and with memories,you will live in all our hearts
forever until we meet again someday.
Darvin Fischer

Darvin Fischer-Nephew - November 19, 2019 at 04:42 AM

“

“

Very touching Uncle Darvin, he will be greatly missed.
Mikaela - November 19, 2019 at 02:11 PM

I joined the MSU Accounting Department faculty in 1976 and always enjoyed Wil’s
positive attitude during the years we worked together. He was a marvelous colleague
and was greatly missed following his retirement. My wife and I want to express our
condolences to all members of Wil’s family.
George Sanderson

George Sanderson - November 18, 2019 at 04:56 PM

“

I knew Wil as an accounting student and later as a colleague. He was a great
teacher and a wonderful man. Whenever I meet accounting graduates who were
fortunate to have had Wil as a professor, they often ask about him, always have a
kind word or share a funny story. The world was a better place because of Wil. He
will be missed.
Sheri Erickson

Sheri Erickson - November 17, 2019 at 07:24 PM

