Ruby D. Danielson
March 18, 1922 - November 9, 2018

Ruby D. Danielson, age 96, Moorhead, MN, died Friday, November 9, 2018, in Lilac
Homes, Moorhead, where she was a resident.
Ruby, the daughter of Alfred and Clara (Froslie) Toso, was born on March 18, 1922, at the
family farm near Rothsay, MN. Ruby attended grade school in Rothsay and high school in
Pelican Rapids, MN. On August 31, 1940, Ruby married Gary Danielson and they made
their home in Rothsay. Soon after, Gary joined the US Navy to serve during WWII and
Ruby and their new baby girl, Jacqueline Rose, moved to Fargo, ND. After being
discharged from the Navy, the family moved to St. Paul, MN, where Gary attended St.
Paul Bible College. Following graduation, the family moved back to Fargo, where both
Ruby and Gary served at the Fargo Rescue Mission.
Ruby directed a Sunday school program, conducted a Girls Club for many of the area
children and a Woman's Club. She served as a mentor and counselor to women and girls
who came from depressed areas in the community near the mission and in “Golden
Ridge” on the far west end of the city. She also assisted homeless women who were
residents at the mission with clothing, meals, medical needs and emergency services.
After Urban Renewal in the 1960s, the mission moved to its present location and changed
its name to the New Life Center. It was there she expanded the Women's Auxiliary to
represent over 50 churches in the F-M community. She also founded the local Christian
Women's Club; established a Women's Aglow Club; and attended the National Prayer
Breakfast in Washington, D.C. After attending the prayer breakfast, she established the
New Life Center Auxiliary Prayer Breakfast patterned after the national event. This was
founded in 1977 and continues today bringing contemporary Christian women speakers to
share with area women. Ruby served on the committee to found the Valley Christian
Counseling Center and served on their Board of Directors.
During the late 1960s, Ruby went back to college and graduated with a degree in Home
Economics and Education in 1972 and another degree in Social Work in 1981. Ruby
worked for Lutheran Social Services in Moorhead, a position she would hold for 15 years.

She traveled a lot, serving rural communities, reservations and low income populations
with a visionary heart health program.
One of Ruby's greatest honors was serving as the Women's Chairperson for the Billy
Graham Crusade held at NDSU in 1987. Ruby always found time to volunteer and spent
many years helping patients and families at St. Luke’s Hospital in Fargo. Ruby always had
time for family and held many reunions at the family cottage on Fish Lake near Dunvilla,
MN. There were many accomplishments in her life, but her greatest desire was to live a
consistent Christian life and leave a godly heritage for her children and grandchildren. Her
favorite Bible verse was Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this, that He who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Ruby is survived by her daughter, Jacqueline (John) Guida, Leander, TX; two sons, Dan
(Stacy) Danielson, Littleton, CO; and Brad (Michelle) Danielson, Lakeway, TX; five
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; a sister, Betty Nettestad, Moorhead; and many
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband, her parents, three
brothers, three sisters and a grandson.
The Funeral service will be Friday, November 16, 2018, at 3:00 PM in Bethel Evangelical
Free Church, Fargo. Visitation will begin at 2:00 PM.
Burial will be in Springvale Cemetery, Fargo.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - November 14, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

My condolences to the Danielson family. Ruby was one of the sweetest women I
have ever known. I worked with a Danielson family for many years at the New Life
Center and it is the little chats with Ruby that I will cherish the most. I definitely know
that the Lord welcomed her With Arms Wide Open. Prayers and love to you all.

Heidi Nultemeier - November 16, 2018 at 02:25 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the Danielson family. I worked with Ruby at the LSS Sr.
Nutrition Program from 1977-79. She was always so patient, kind, & gracious, & I felt
so fortunate to have had her as one of my bosses. She truly was an example of good
Christian living.

Denice (Prete) Heiser - November 16, 2018 at 08:31 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ruby D. Danielson.

November 16, 2018 at 02:24 AM

“

Condolences to the family. All my memories of Ruby are positive. I remember so
many great times staying with Brad at Fish Lake—waterskiing is still my passion.
Without her leadership, we (Ruby, Mom, Brad and I) would have never made the trip
to Yellowstone. The more I think of her, the more good memories come to mind.
Ruby’s life brought joy to everyone who came in contact with her. Rest In Peace Aunt
Ruby.

Tim & Jody Martinson
Tim Martinson - November 15, 2018 at 09:51 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ruby D. Danielson.

November 14, 2018 at 03:32 PM

“

Jeff & Barb Grunewald and Jackie & Steven Larson purchased the Enchanted
Cottage for the family of Ruby D. Danielson.

Jeff & Barb Grunewald and Jackie & Steven Larson - November 14, 2018 at 12:57 PM

“

Bountiful Rose Basket was purchased for the family of Ruby D. Danielson.

November 14, 2018 at 12:37 PM

“

92 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - November 14, 2018 at 11:39 AM

“

What a fabulous lady! Ruby was a mentor to me on my first job out of college when I
started my career with Lutheran Social Service Senior Nutrition Program in 1978.
She was always so gracious and kind in her nature. I always felt so blessed to have
her in my life. She was not only a wonderful coworker but very special friend. Her
care and compassion for people was displayed in her daily work. She will be missed.
My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Monica Douglas - November 14, 2018 at 07:57 AM

“

Reading her obituary is staggering. What she and Gary accomplished for the
Kingdom is beyond remarkable. Their care for the less fortunate and zeal to inspire
others to do the same has surely been rewarded as they passed through heaven's
gates. It was a privilege to know them both through KFNW.A

Beth Pennings - November 13, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ruby D. Danielson.

November 12, 2018 at 11:11 PM

“

Ruby was like a second mother to me as her son Dan and I were close friends
growing up. I got to spend time with their family in summers at their Fish Lake Cabin.
Ruby later became an original Valley Christian Counseling Center Board Member.
She was very supportive of me as a board member and many other ways. In our
early days at Valley she also organized a team of volunteer Receptionists and she
served as one of them. She has been a blessing to me for most of my life. She was a
blessing to this whole community and played important roles in many organizations.
Many people have told me that Ruby was a mentor to them. My wife described Ruby
as an "intentional women". If God put someone on her mind she didn't hesitate to act
on calling them and getting together with them for encouragement or whatever they
needed. Ruby walked with God and served Him with great energy! This community is
much the better because of this wonderful servant of God.We will miss her!

Dan Borsheim - November 12, 2018 at 12:42 PM

“

“

Thank you Dan, she loved you as one of her own; she was so proud of you.
Dan Danielson - November 23, 2018 at 10:15 AM

Our condolences are with Ruby's family and friends. What an amazing person Ruby
has been! In the 1970's I used to attend New Life Center luncheons with our rep from
First Presbyterian. I was always impressed with Ruby's sincerity and kindness, and
chairing the NLC Auxiliary meetings. I later became a rep to the NLC Auxiliary and
this has been a focus for me for so may years. Ruby and I and friends traveled and
roomed together to many Aglow Intl conferences. She was a mentor to me and we
served our local board for many years. The picture of Ruby that you posted is just the
way I remember her best--beautiful!. Geri Munro

Geri Munro - November 12, 2018 at 12:31 PM

“

Yes Geri, Ruby was my partner for many an annual meeting for Aglow Fellowship . May her
soul now Rest In Peace and rise to the glory of God.
Barbara. J Olson - November 13, 2018 at 05:35 PM

“

Sympathy and prayers for Ruby's family. My mom is JoAnn Toso Affield Loewen, Curtis's
daughter. I know my mom spent time with Ruby and Gary through the years. My mom has
been living at Lilac Homes since August 2017. Ruby was in the same house as mom for
the last weeks of her life. Just realized this when reading the obituary. She was an amazing
lady and will be missed by everyone. Jennifer Affield Green
jennifer Green - November 14, 2018 at 02:29 PM

