Gerald J. Barnes
May 17, 1951 - April 26, 2020

Gerald J. Barnes, 68, of West Fargo, ND, formerly of Casselton, ND, died Sunday, April
26, 2020, in his home surrounded by his family, under the care of Hospice of the Red
River Valley.
Gerald Jerome Barnes was born May 17, 1951, the son of John and Lucy (Turchin)
Barnes, in Fargo, ND. He was raised in Casselton where he attended school. He later
graduated from the North Dakota Police Academy in Bismarck, ND. Gerald then made his
home in Casselton where he began his police career in 1974.
On October 13, 1984, he was united in marriage to Marilyn Kieffer at St. Leo’s Catholic
Church in Casselton. They made their home there where Gerald served as Chief of Police
until 1990. In 1990, Gerald went to work for the Cass County Jail in Fargo where he
served as a correctional officer until 2009. He then worked at various schools in the
Fargo/Moorhead area as a custodian.
Gerald enjoyed long drives, especially trips around North Dakota and Minnesota taking
the back roads and scenic routes. He also enjoyed baseball and the Minnesota Twins,
sauerkraut and just about anything pickled, polkas and caring for his pets and cats. Most
importantly, Gerald had a great love for his family and taking care of them.
He will be dearly missed by his wife, Marilyn; children, Jason Barnes, Jannel Barnes and
Shane Barnes, all West Fargo; brother, George (Jackie) Barnes, Jamestown, ND; sisters,
Gloria (Dale) Idso, Casselton, and Debbie Barnes, Fargo; sisters-in-law, Elaine Barnes,
Ames, IA, and Mary Barnes, Fargo; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers, James, Richard, Conrad and
Peter.
Private Services for Gerald will be held, and a Celebration of Life will be held later this
summer.

Burial will take place in St. Leo’s Catholic Cemetery, Casselton.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)

Cemetery
St. Leo's Catholic Cemetery
402 9th Ave S.
Casselton, ND, 58102

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - April 30, 2020 at 11:50 PM

“

To our very dear cousin Marilyn and Family.
Please know that your Canning cousins are praying for you at such a difficult time.
Your Aunt Lillian and Uncle Dick loved you and all of their Kieffer nieces and
nephews so very much.
Sara Ann Canning

Sara Canning - May 21, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

I met Gerald Barnes when I worked for Cass County Veteran Service. I gave him the
nickname “Babe Ruth” so when he would call the office himself that way and we both
get a chuckle out of it. He was a good man and was proud to call him a friend.
Thanks for your service to are Country “Babe”! Your former Veteran Service Rep
Mike Vandrovec

Mike Vandrovec - May 03, 2020 at 02:09 PM

“

Gerald my chief, my friend and pal. We shared fox holes together as cops, you
always had my back! We spent lots of hours together telling each others closest
thoughts and I appreciated the way you treated me as equals but giving me advice
like " your reports could use some work" Haha but true. I was your first officer as
chief and you did good as I became chief for 25 years in Staples Mn. I appreciated
you coming to my sons grad party. I will miss you dearly my friend!

Kyle Huber - May 03, 2020 at 02:06 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gerald J. Barnes.

April 30, 2020 at 09:32 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to you Marilyn and your family. Gerald was one of the kindest
men I knew. He always had a sweet spirit when visiting with him. Love and prayers
for all of you.
Shirley Kieffer.

Shirley Kieffer - April 30, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

I have many great memories of working with Gerald when he was the Chief in
Casselton. We spent many late nights talking and answering many dispatched calls
together.
Rick Majerus, retired Cass County Sheriff’s Office

Rick Majerus - April 30, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

Marilyn and all of Gerald's Family, My thoughts and Prayers are with you all. So sorry
for your loss. He was a kind soul and will be missed. Sincerely, Renee

Renee Kapaun - April 30, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Gerald. Last seen him in wheelchair pushed by his son and
went and said hi. He was a classmate,neighbor and friend and I know he was looking
forward to our 50th class reunion this summer. Big ole teddy bear

Duane Smith - April 29, 2020 at 09:47 PM

“

Gerald found the back door of a house swinging open in the wind. He went inside to check
it out, later he called us. The house was vacant and for sale it turned out. He said we
should come and check it out, that we might like it. 33 years ago we bought the house on
Langer Ave.South and moved our family to Casselton. Thanks Gerald, it’s been a good
choice!
lillian kieffer eberhardt - April 30, 2020 at 12:09 PM

“

The Schumacher Family lit a candle in memory of Gerald J. Barnes

The Schumacher family - April 29, 2020 at 02:37 AM

“

Marilyn and family I write this with my deepest sympathies. Gerald was my friend and
co-worker and it was a pleasure to know him. I will miss him. Gerald was the "gentle
giant" he never got to excited he did his job calmed the situation down a lot of times
with just his presence. My sympathies and prayers for you and the family.
Peter Wold

Peter Wold - April 29, 2020 at 12:32 AM

“

Gerald you were one of a kind you will be missed. You always had my back and
would always take care of me when worked at the jail
My fav memory is when you were at work in one of the pods. You had stepped out
for a beak when someone called for assistance to your work area
Everyone ran down to your area and no one knew where you had gone. After the
incident you came back to your area and someone asked where you were
You had been in the freezer in the kitchen because in your Epirus you had a “hot
flash”
You often shared with me stories of workin in Casselton and of the love you had for
Marilyn and your kids
One one of a kind until we meet again

Gwen B - April 28, 2020 at 11:51 PM

“

I'll miss my uncle very much I'll miss his laugh he's in a better place playing penucle
with his family in heaven love you and I'll miss you my thoughts and prayers are with
you at this difficult time Rene

Rene oien - April 28, 2020 at 07:48 PM

“

My sympathies to your family especially during this time. Keep your family close to
you since others cannot be there to comfort you.

Cecelia Corniea Mundt - April 28, 2020 at 06:21 PM

“

With my deepest sympathy, I will miss my beloved Uncle. I will cherish the memories
and keep them forever in my heart! My thoughts and prayers are with family.
Your niece, Marie Barnes (Tucson, AZ)

Marie Barnes - April 28, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gerald J. Barnes.

April 28, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

Our condolences to Geralds entire family.
Gerald was a wonderful person and such a great co-worker!! One of the things we
admired was that he had a way of staying so calm in all situations!
I dispatched for him during his time as Casselton Chief, in days before there were
good radios and cellphones. Once it was evident Gerald was responding, I was at
ease as I knew everything and everybody was in good hands! May he rest in peace!
Kelly and Carlos Perez

Kelly Perez - April 28, 2020 at 10:52 AM

“

My sincerest condolences. I worked with Jerry while on patrol when he was with
Casselton PD. Jerry was the gentle giant. He had a way of relaxing things on the
scene and get things done. Jerry had his humor in a quiet sort of way and then he'd
laugh. He was a great guy and will be missed. Take care Jerry, we got this.

Steve - April 28, 2020 at 08:51 AM

“

I remember working with Gerald as a deputy sheriff for Cass County and eventually
when I was chief of police for the City Of West Fargo. I always looked to Gerald as a
great police officer and even more importantly a great person.

Arland Rasmussen - April 27, 2020 at 09:35 PM

“

Gerald, what a character. Always had a smile and laugh to share.

Hugs to all
Gail “Wisch” Wischmann

Wisch - April 27, 2020 at 07:02 PM

“

So sorry to hear of my uncle Gerald's passing. I have a lot of memories of being at
my Grandma's apartment and Gerald stopping to visit with me and Peter. I'd always
get to sit in his patrol car and play with the sirens. He had a big heart, taught me
things about life without knowing it, and will be missed. My thoughts are with you all,
Marilyn, Jason, Shane and Janelle.

Tony Barnes - April 27, 2020 at 02:33 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Gerald’s passing. I worked with him at the jail 20 years ago and
he was a joy to work with, a very kind and gentle soul, and a good teacher to us
“newbies.” Deep condolences to the family. Rest In Peace Gerald, you’ve earned it.

Mary Swensen - April 27, 2020 at 09:24 AM

“

I loved working with Gerald, both in the field and the jail. He was a quiet, constant
presence and I learned a lot from him. Rest easy, my friend.

Judy Tollefson - April 26, 2020 at 10:04 PM

“

Judy Tollefson lit a candle in memory of Gerald J. Barnes

Judy Tollefson - April 26, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

so sorry for the family's loss.

larry pietsch - April 26, 2020 at 08:33 PM

“

I had the honor to grow up with Kenny and Gerald through the years. Gerald did so
many things behind the scenes in our community and never wanted recognition.
While most people knew he was Chief of Police in Casselton, he would help out the
Ambulance whenever possible, he would make sure the deputies out here were safe.
He did a lot at the cemetery plus helped so many kids and people out. It was an
honor to call him my friend. Our family sends there thoughts and prayers to Gerald’s
family.

Greg Kempel family - April 26, 2020 at 08:11 PM

“

I had the privilege to work with Gerald in his law enforcement duties in Casselton. Gerald
was a very kind and caring individual who cared a lot about the people he served while
working in Casselton. We also had good times with Gerald playing pranks back and forth
on a quiet night at work. It seemed Gerald would never sleep. Gerald would work until 3 or
4 am in the morning with his law enforcement duties and helping with ambulance calls,
then be at the cemetery in Casselton right away in the morning digging graves by hand with
shovels. All three of the patrolmen at the time were very young and we would go to the
cemetery and check on Gerald. He liked to lay in the cool dirt at the bottom once the hole
was dug where it was cool on a hot day and when we would walk up to the hole looking for
him Gerald would either make a noise or move to scare us. Thanks for all the memories,
my friend. I am shedding some tears for you as you rest in Heaven. God Bless you and
your family. You are a wonderful and loving person. Bruce Jorgensen
Bruce Jorgensen - April 27, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

Gerald was a great guy, and I loved working with him. He had a very compassionate
presence, and I never saw him angry. Gerald could do the BEST Rodney Dangerfield
impression I had ever heard. Whenever I talked with him, I would ask him to do a little
Rodney for me, and I would laugh every time. Rest easy my friend.
Mickey - April 28, 2020 at 08:37 AM

“

So sorry to hear this news of Gerald passing. He was always a happy person and he was
participating in the planning of our 50th class reunion this summer. I was lucky enough to
see him a few times during our meetings. Gerald, you will be missed.
joanne glarum - April 28, 2020 at 01:52 PM

“

I had the privilege of growing up with Gerald because his brother Conrad married my sister
Sherian. When came up we would always go to his mother's house and all us kids would
get together and play games. He always had a smile on his face and would tell jokes. He
will be missed by us. I also enjoyed when he would come out to visit Conrad. So sorry for
your loss at this difficult time. Thoughts and prayers to Marilyn and her family
Sandra Lewis - April 28, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“
“

So sorry for your loss, God bless your family.
The Schumacher’s - April 29, 2020 at 02:29 AM

Our deepest sympathies to the Barnes family. Gerald was a kind and wonderful man, with a
gentle soul. Those are characteristics the world is always needing, so the passing of
Gerald is a loss for many. Rest in Peace, Gerald. Ray Bauske and Connie Cleveland
Connie Cleveland - April 29, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

Prayers sent for the entire family. Gerald spent many hours at our house visiting with my
dad Larry. Thinking of you all during this difficult time. - Diana Ellison Schmidt
Diana - April 30, 2020 at 02:05 AM

“

Wow this big dude my neighbor growing up in Casselton. W e had lots of memories
together playing sports and swimming in the Casselton Res. Sorry for your loss Barnes
family. I can still smell the fresh homemade buns his mom made for us on Saturday
mornings. RIP
Kevin R. Mattson - April 30, 2020 at 08:21 AM

“

Thank you Gerald for all the things you did for Casselton in your own quiet way! Rest In
Peace!
Dick Sinner - April 30, 2020 at 09:36 AM

“

One of a kind. Gerald's spirit of loving humor will always stay with me -- like a few words in
Polish that always, always made me laugh! :-)
Andy Barnes - April 30, 2020 at 10:53 AM

