Enson Lee Maattala
July 28, 1947 - August 21, 2020

Enson Lee Maattala was welcomed into the arms of his Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, on
August 21, 2020. Enson was born to Leo and Aurlette (Axeness) Maattala on July 28,
1947. He attended Moorhead (MN) State College Campus High School and graduated
1965 Valedictorian class of the Baby Dragons. While a student, he played clarinet in the
band, participated in basketball, track, government declamation and newspaper reporting.
Following high school, he attended Concordia College, Moorhead, and graduated 1969,
when he joined the Peace Corps serving in Lesotho, South Africa. He was an Agricultural
Extension Agent during this time. He maintained letter relationships with people from
Lesotho for years following his return to America.
Upon returning to the USA, he attended the University of Denver Law School where he
studied Judicial Administration, graduating with a Masters Degree in 1975. Following this,
he took and passed continuing education courses in accounting, business administration,
computer schools, and sociology at MSUM and Moorhead Community Education Dept.
Enson had a variety of jobs. He moved to Fargo, ND, and worked one year as the Clay
(MN) County Clerk of Court's Assistant. Then he moved to Minneapolis, MN, to work as a
nursing home nurse's assistant, bookbindery helper, and at the Sears Company Credit
Department as a clerk. He moved back to Fargo to drive taxicab for the Doyle Checker
Cab Company. Moving to Moorhead, he worked as an office clerk-typist. In 1984, he
moved to Anoka, MN, to work as a word processor, factory assembler, and bookkeeping
clerk.
He moved to Library, PA, to live with a brother-in-law's family. In 1993, he moved to
Rochester, MN, to work as a Woolworth Store janitor, then to Owatonna, MN, to work as a
janitor and factory assembler. In 1998, he wrote and published the booklet, "Students
Guide to Finding the Right College." In 2002, he moved back to Moorhead where he
worked as a convenience store cashier, Immigrants and Newcomer's non-profit charity
information clerk, then as a history data clerk and janitor for Experience Works, Inc., F-M
newspaper carrier, Walmart store people greeter. In 2013, he began work as warehouse

stock clerk for Heartland Industries, Inc., Moorhead, for six years.
His confirmation Bible scripture memory verse was Galatians 2:20. Enson was preceded
in death by his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Leo and Aurlette Maattala; and a brother, Mr. Cyd
Maattala.
He is survived by his siblings, Mrs. Jethe (John) Custer, Mrs. Rea (Richard) Sliper and Mr.
Daro Maattala; and several neices and nephews.
Visitation will begin at 10 AM, with a Life Celebration Service at 11 AM, Friday, August 28,
2020, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead. Reverend Richard L. Sliper will conduct the
memorial service for Enson Lee Maattala.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - August 28, 2020 at 11:37 PM

“

I am a little late to this, having Mr. Maatalla's notice in the Extra. Enson was a regular
attender and "volunteer" (his word) when I chaired the Moorhead Human Rights
Commission. I enjoyed our conversations very much. He was a compassionate and
thoughtful man and I am better for having known him. Rest in peace, my friend.
Del Rae - September 03, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

Enson and I sat next to each other through confirmation at Trinity and then went to
Concordia together. Last October I saw him at one of the 50th reunion events at CC.
We had a nice conversation as he caught me up on his life. I am sorry to hear of his
death. Life was not easy for Enson but he persisted despite the problems. My
sympathy to all of you.
Anne Matthees Pudas

Anne Pudas - August 29, 2020 at 11:15 PM

“

I will miss those random letters Enson would send to classmates. Sometimes his
letters were to let us know where he was and what he was doing. Some letters had
interesting subjects and sometimes confusing, but I was always glad to hear from
him. I'm so sorry he's no longer with us and those letters will stop, but I know he will
now be at peace.
Diane Reff (Sauter)

Diane Reff - August 27, 2020 at 02:01 PM

“

I was honored to transport Ending to Heartland Industries for several years and
enjoyed his conversations every day. He spoke often of his family and his faith. I am
unable to attend the services but my thoughts and prayers are with you at your time
of loss.

Hans Wallin - August 27, 2020 at 10:43 AM

“

Daro and family,
Thinking of you during this trying time. May your memories remain.
Stanna Flom

stanna flom - August 26, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Enson was such a kind, caring, and thoughtful man. I will greatly miss having
frequent conversations with him at the church. My thoughts and prayers go out to his
family.

Ryan Cameron - August 26, 2020 at 12:04 PM

“

Enson always brightened my day when he lived at Park View Terrace. We had many
discussions on a vast variety of topics. He was a very nice person and was sensitive
to others needs. So sorry for your loss. Eileen Lee

Eileen Lee - August 25, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“

Lots of cool memories, but my favorite was he called me Richardo Teravishio! Where
he got that I don’t know! One of Enson’s unique qualities.

Rick Terway - August 25, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

Enson's dad (Leo) was my Ag teacher at Moorhead High School. I may have met
Enson at the Maattala's home in Moorhead-but I am not sure. Sorry for your loss.
Leo and I had interactions after I graduated from H.S. Sometimes I would take his
FFA teams to nearby cities when he was not able. I even worked at the cabin on
Lake 15 when Leo was building it when he was in the hospital. I am hoping that if
Rea reads this she will reach out to me. Rea and I were in the same grade at MHS.
My email is rallrich@purdue.edu. Again, I am sorry to hear of Enson's passing.

Rod Allrich - August 25, 2020 at 02:52 AM

“

So very sorry to hear about the passing of Mr. Maattala. I had the pleasure of
meeting him at the Second Time Around Thrift Store. He was an avid storyteller.
Blessings to family and friends.

Betty Bierdeman - August 23, 2020 at 06:44 PM

“

My sympathies to the Maattala family. I've known Enson since the early 1960s when
he played Babe Ruth baseball on the best team in Moorhead. Enson was athletic
and extremely bright. It was always fun to talk to him. He had interesting and eyeopening takes on so many subjects and current events. He will be missed by many.
Mark Kolstad - Fargo

Mark Kolstad - August 23, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Enson was a very good friend whom I have always admired. He had a good heart
and cared for others and had a great love for his family. Enson will indeed be missed.

Wayne Ingersoll - August 22, 2020 at 09:40 PM

