Ronald J. Sonnenberg
July 18, 1942 - March 1, 2019

Ronald James Sonnenberg was born July 18, 1942, in Perham, MN, to Albert and Helen
(Klepatz) Sonnenberg. His earthly life ended March 1, 2019, in Essentia Hospital in Fargo,
with faith trusting in his Savior Jesus Christ, at the age of 76.
Ron grew up on a farm near Vergas, MN, and attended his first eight grades in a oneroom country school. He graduated from Perham High School in 1960 and served in the
Army National Guard from 1960 until 1964. Ron enrolled at Minnesota School of Business
in Minneapolis, MN. After graduation he worked for a short time as a clerk typist at the
Minnesota Department of Employment Securities in St. Paul, MN. In 1962, he began a 46year career at what is now Minnesota State University Moorhead when he was hired as a
Tabulating Machine Operator I. While working full time and raising a family, he also
attended classes, usually one class per term. After 13 years he was awarded a bachelor’s
degree in 1978. It was jokingly suggested by his peers that some of the first classes would
now be obsolete and not qualify for degree credit. As the field of Information Technology
grew, Ron was instrumental in incorporating computer technology into the needs of the
university through the Computer Services Department. He was promoted to Computer
Programmer, Senior Programmer, Programmer Analyst and finally Computer Network
Manager for the university.
On August 1, 1964, Ron married Joyce Wilke in Detroit Lakes, MN. They made their home
in Moorhead, MN, and raised three children, Linda, Alan and David.
Ron enjoyed working with computers, fishing, hunting, time at the lake cabin and shopping
at Menards. He liked being challenged to get computers and mechanical things to do what
he wanted them to do. If orthodox attempts failed, he could find a way to rig it to
accomplish his goal. He was a hardworking, frugal, practical man. He kept many things
“just in case,” and for him there were many opportune cases. He was not interested in
stockpiling things. Just because something was showing some wear didn’t mean it
wouldn’t still be useful for a long time. He didn’t pretend to be anyone but who he was.
What others thought of him never seemed to matter much to Ron. If you asked his

opinion, he told you straight out, take it or leave it. But he would never enter into an
argument unless he wasn’t being allowed to pay the restaurant bill. He used simple words
and he meant what he said. There was no “beating around the bush.” He took pleasure in
being different, we might say weird. That was part of his unique sense of humor. He was
truly one of God’s unique creations.
Ron is survived by his wife, Joyce; daughter, Linda (Dave) Roesch, Ada, MN; sons, Alan
Sonnenberg, St. Louis Park, MN, and David (Karla) Sonnenberg, Apple Valley, MN; two
brothers, Marlo Sonnenberg, Frazee, MN, and Mesa, AZ, and Robert (Janice)
Sonnenberg, Detroit Lakes; and seven grandchildren; Brittany, Bobby, Tony and Billy
Roesch, and Stephanie, Daniel, and Lukas Sonnenberg. He was preceded in death by his
parents; a grandson, Tommy Roesch; and two sisters-in-law, Shirley Sonnenberg and
Bonnie Sonnenberg.
A Visitation for Ronald will be Thursday from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM, with a 7:00 PM Time
of Remembrance in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead.
His funeral service will be Friday, March 8, 2019, at 11:00 AM in Triumph Lutheran
Brethren Church, Moorhead.
Burial will take place in Evergreen Memorial Cemetery, Moorhead, MN.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)
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Comments

“

Kari and Sunny purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Ronald
J. Sonnenberg.

Kari and Sunny - March 17 at 06:31 AM

“

JoDee Haugrud lit a candle in memory of Ronald J. Sonnenberg

JoDee Haugrud - March 06 at 12:31 PM

“

I worked with Ron at MSUM and one of the things that he always had on his desk
was a can of Tootsie Rolls. Most of the time going to his office to get a Tootsie Roll
was an excuse to talk to Ron. I considered Ron a great colleague and friend. The
Tootsie Roll can and a picture of (Ronold) as we referred to him is still being used
today and is always available to those who need a treat and want some
conversation, just as when Ron was here.
Ron was always to work early and was always one to stay until things got done.
During his breaks, he and his colleagues, when Ron was in Flora Frick, created their
own version of whist, called swist. The modified the rules were that you had to go out
exactly on 13 or go backward on your score. I had the privilege of sitting in on these
games and it definitely added a degree of difficulty to be offensive and defensive
minded on every trick. It was always nice to be Ron's partner since he knew what
everyone had after the 1st trick was played, or at least it seemed that way. Ron was
the best coworker anyone could have. If he could help he would. He is missed at
MSUM.
Bryan Kotta
MSUM IT

Bryan Kotta - March 06 at 12:29 PM

“

I enjoyed Ron's unique sense of humor a lot. My deepest condolences to you Joyce,
Linda, Al, and David. I'm sure God has already told him "Well done my servant."

Jason Fugere - March 06 at 11:58 AM

“

Joyce, Linda, Al, and David: My deepest condolences to all of you as you cherish
Ron's life and unique sense of humor. I imagine that God has already said "Well
done my servant." I enjoyed that unique sense of humor a lot!!

Jason Fugere - March 06 at 11:53 AM

“

Ron was another one of my favorite Lake Neighbors and i loved to stop and visit. You
will be missed dearly by all of us. The Magnusons

Jeremy Magnuson - March 06 at 09:45 AM

“

I am sorry for everyone's loss. I always enjoyed the in depth computer or other
technology discussions that i had with Ron. I remember one of the last ones we had
was on what specifications the laptop that Brittany brought to college should be. He
and our family are in my prayers.

Tim Roesch - March 06 at 07:08 AM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Ron’s passing. I worked at MSUM with Ron. He was
always so helpful and kind. My heartfelt sympathy to the family.
Bonnie Thompson
Moorhead, MN

Bonnie Thompson - March 05 at 09:56 PM

“

Patty and John Wilke purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Ronald J. Sonnenberg.

Patty and John Wilke - March 05 at 03:08 PM

“

Joyce and family, I am so sad about the passing of Ron...we were coworkers for 40
years and friends too.....know that I'm thinking of you all..
Hugs and Prayers
Deona and Brad Grondahl

deona grondahl - March 04 at 12:35 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Ronald J.
Sonnenberg.

March 04 at 11:13 AM

“

I have many fond memories working with Ron at MSUM. He was one of the hardest
workers I ever knew, a great colleague and friend. My sympathies to Joyce and
family. Curtis Bring

Curtis Bring - March 04 at 05:55 AM

“

David Sonnenberg lit a candle in memory of Ronald J. Sonnenberg

David Sonnenberg - March 03 at 06:46 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

David Sonnenberg - March 03 at 05:45 PM

“

Joyce and family, I was so saddened to read of Ron's passing this morning. Though
we never knew each well personally, I felt like I got to know your family through the
announcements on KFNW. You were always so gracious and appreciative, even in
times of unimaginable loss. I pray that the peace of Christ will fill your hearts at this
time as you rest securely in the promise of eternal life. Beth Pennings, Goshen, IN

Beth M Pennings - March 03 at 02:50 PM

“

. purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Ronald J. Sonnenberg.

. - March 03 at 11:29 AM

