Phyllis M. Thysell
March 29, 1923 - August 3, 2019

Phyllis Thysell, 96, died peacefully, surrounded by her loving family, on August 3, 2019, in
Lake Elmo, MN. She is survived by her five children, Steve (Rita), Shelley (Tony), John,
Nancy (Jay) and Brian; ten grandchildren, Kate, Anne, Bianca (Jason), Vanessa (Travis),
John (Jennifer), Elizabeth, Carley (Russ), Kia (Andrew), Lauren and Pierce; and ten greatgrandchildren, Francesca, Taavi, Caden, Elle, Hudson, Blake, Brody, Caleb, Scarlett and
Louisa. She was preceded in death by her first husband, Vance N. Thysell, and her
second husband, Grant F. Herreid.
Phyllis was a wonderful mother, wife, friend and daughter. She was passionate about her
family and friends, her Christian faith, the arts, French culture, travel and serving her
church and community. She had a genuine warmth, an adventurous spirit, an inquisitive
mind, a quick wit, an active imagination and a talent for cooking. In short, she was both
interested and interesting.
Phyllis Maxine Welch was born on a farm outside of Parkston, SD, on March 29, 1923, to
Edward and Olga (Brudvig) Welch. At an early age, her parents divorced and she and her
mother moved to Mitchell, SD, where her mother began work as a cook and housekeeper
for a prominent couple – Burt and Grace Walrath. Uncle Burt and Auntie Grace were key
figures in both the lives of Phyllis and her mother - providing employment and a home
during the dark days of the Great Depression, and later making a college education
available to Phyllis. She graduated from Mitchell High School in 1941, studied for two
years at Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, and transferred to the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis, where she graduated in 1945 with a B.S. in Education. While at
the U. of M., she met her future husband, law student Vance Thysell, on a blind date. After
graduating, her first job was teaching English, physical education and health in Chaska,
MN.
Phyllis and Vance were married in June of 1946 and lived in Minneapolis. After the birth of
their first son, Steve, they moved to Vance’s hometown, Hawley, MN, where they lived
from 1947 to 1953. Vance practiced law in Moorhead, MN, from 1947-1981. During the

Hawley years, their children Shelley and John were born and Phyllis’ mother
(affectionately known as Nana) came to live with the family until she passed away in 1993.
In 1953, the family moved to Moorhead and continued to grow; twins Nancy and Brian
were born in 1956. Phyllis continued her education and earned a B.S. in French at
Moorhead State University in 1967 and lived in Moorhead until 1998. After a wonderful
and active life with Phyllis, Vance passed away in 1981. In 1983, Phyllis married long-time
family friend, Grant Herreid. They divided their time seasonally among Arizona, FargoMoorhead and the family cottage at Big Floyd Lake, near Detroit Lakes, MN. Theirs was
often a life of music and travel. Grant passed away in 2004. Phyllis often said how
fortunate she felt to have had not just one wonderful husband, but two! In 2013, Phyllis
moved to the Stillwater, MN, area to be closer to her family.
Throughout her long and varied life, Phyllis gave back to her church and community. All
her memberships on boards, commissions, councils, committees, associations,
organizations, task forces, groups and clubs cannot be listed here. The following are some
highlights: a founder and past president of the Red River Arts Center (now the Plains Art
Museum in Fargo, ND), past member of the Minnesota State Arts Board, past member of
KFME Public Television Board of Directors, three committee memberships and a church
council membership at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Moorhead, Minnesota
State Senate Candidate, past president of the Moorhead chapter of the American
Association of University Women, past vice-president of the Junior League of FargoMoorhead and was the 1978 Fargo-Moorhead YWCA Woman of the Year in the Arts.
Phyllis raised five children, encouraged and cultivated the interests and talents of her
entire family and celebrated all their accomplishments. She had a unique ability to connect
with others and discover their individuality, resulting in friendships far and wide. She was
dearly loved by family and friends. It was not unusual for family members to hear what a
wonderful mother, mother-in-law, or grandmother they had – reaffirming that her presence
in their lives was a lifelong gift to them. Phyllis will be greatly missed and always
remembered.
Memorials may be made to the Plains Art Museum – Phyllis Thysell Education Fund,
Fargo, or Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Moorhead.
A memorial service will be held on Friday, August 16, 2019, at 11 AM in Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd, Moorhead.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - August 19, 2019 at 11:34 AM

“

I have such fond memories of your dear mother. Nancy and Brian, it was wonderful
to have you as students when I was a first-year French teacher at Moorhead High,
and your mother was a wonderful supporter of language learning. Her beaming smile
and and warmth radiated kindness, and I still treasure the lovely scarf she gave me
after taking your group to France. Her strong involvement in the arts and in so many
community and church activities was truly admirable.
Mes condoléances et mes amitiés, Liane Mattson

Liane - September 07, 2019 at 02:23 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear of Phyllis passing.
I hold so many sweet memories of your mom, always a smile and bright eyes, a
happiness she shared with me always.
Some of my memories reach back to childhood, when my family, would visit your
home in Moorhead, and I would play with you, Nancy and Brian, John, Shelly and
Steve. To you I send my warmest regards.
Love to you all,
Charlie

Charles Thysell - August 26, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Phyllis M. Thysell.

August 14, 2019 at 11:12 AM

“

There are so many wonderful memories of Phyllis and her family. My whole family,
Mom and Dad, my brother and sister, my son and daughter and their families all
loved her so much. She was a leader among men and women. She was vibrant and
filled with talent, curiosity, intelligence and spirit! When any of us had a chance to talk
with her we felt loved and important and enabled. We will all miss her so much. But
she left us with
laughter and wonderful memories and a great desire to be more like her. God bless
you, her children and loved ones. She lives on in each one of you. Love, Donna Kay

Donna Ryder - August 13, 2019 at 09:03 PM

“

I was so saddened to read about your Mom’s passing. In reading her obituary it
brought back so many wonderful memories of growing up with your family. She was
a truly wonderful person and an inspiration to me through life.
I am very sorry for your loss.

Greg Melheim - August 11, 2019 at 08:28 AM

“

To Steve, Shelly, John, Nancy and Brian, my condolences on the passing of your
wonderful mother. Phyllis was such a good friend to my parents. I always enjoyed
talking with her. She was always so interested and inquisitive about everything and
full of ideas. Best wishes, Brad Berg

Bradley W Berg - August 10, 2019 at 11:32 AM

“

To all the Thysells, especially to Nancy & Brian, I send condolences.
I have the best memories of Phyllis, from cabin sleepovers to painting rocks and the
little store. She enriched my life in so many ways, I will miss her. I'm thinking of all of
you. from Mary Katherine Murphy

Mary Katherine Murphy - August 10, 2019 at 08:59 AM

“

Phyllis was a long time friend of my mother and father...Elizabeth and Robert
Tallman. I look at the Fargo paper on line every so often and was saddened to read
of her passing.
All my sympathy to her family.
Mary Tallman
Chicago IL

Mary Tallman - August 09, 2019 at 04:39 PM

“

Phyllis was an energetic, optimistic, creative, loving and loyal woman. Throughout
my life she was a source of support and joy. She was always interested, never
settling for vague details from your life stories. When I close my eyes I can see her
bright smile and her shining eyes.
Shelley, Steve, John, Nancy and Brian; I am so sorry for your loss. The loss of a
parent and friend like Phyllis leaves a huge void. Sending prayers for healing and
peace. Ann Haggart

Ann Haggart - August 07, 2019 at 12:31 PM

“

Phyllis was a monumental treasure, one of those women who left a legacy of inspiration to
those who knew her. I will miss seeing her at the lake every summer ringing my doorbell
and sitting ‘for a spell’ with a cup of coffee. I just loved her.
janie sinner - August 10, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

Phyllis had such a long history of showing great hospitality to all her children's friends-including me. I will miss my more recent Phyllis sightings at the Fireside in Detroit Lakes,
MN. Robby K.
Robert Kost - August 15, 2019 at 10:51 AM

