Paul J. Larson
September 23, 1987 - January 17, 2018

Paul Joseph Larson was born on September 23, 1987, in Fargo, ND, to Mary Grimstad
and Doug Larson. He graduated from Oak Grove Lutheran High School in 2006. He
attended NDSU. Paul was an avid sales person and was proud to have obtained his real
estate license in 2017. Through this role in life he touched many lives in the community.
Paul was a kind-hearted and gentle soul, with a witty sense of humor. He had a love of
learning, and was inquisitive and intelligent. He could often be found at the library or with a
book in hand. He loved animals and kids, which earned him the nickname of “Dr. Doolittle”
from childhood. His quiet, calm demeanor endeared him to them. He had many tattoos
that he designed and were symbols of his life. He extended this talent to his friends
through drawings he did for them.
In recent years he struggled with alcohol addiction and depression. He tried through the
years to conquer the disease and seek help, with the support of his family. It was an
ongoing and difficult battle for him, which he willfully tried to do on his own. He provided
encouragement and support to many others who shared similar struggles.
Paul died on January 17, 2018, at the age of 30 years. Mourning his loss are his mother,
Mary; father, Doug; siblings, Rebecca Larson of the Twin Cities, Daniel (Erica) Larson of
St. Paul, MN, and David Larson of Cary, NC; and beloved uncles, aunts and cousins. He
was preceded in death by maternal grandparents, Arthur and Esther Grimstad; paternal
grandparents, Ernest and Lillian Larson; and uncle, James Roller.
Visitation will be Thursday, January 25, 2018, from 5:00-7:00 PM with a prayer service at
7:00 PM in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead, MN. The Life Celebration service will be
on Friday, January 26, 2018, at 10:30 AM in Liberty Lutheran Brethren Church, Fargo. The
family requests no floral arrangements. Memorials may be directed to The New Life
Center in Fargo, so that another life may be saved.
Depression and addiction individually are cruel afflictions. Compounded, they are a spirit-

crushing scourge. Watching a loved one suffer in this way is absolutely heart-wrenching.
You want to take away their pain, but any sort of help goes seemingly unheeded. It is as
though they are sinking in quicksand and are unable to take hold of the hands reaching
out to try to rescue them. But you keep trying to help them even when it seems futile. You
never stop hoping that one day they will miraculously accept the help offered to them. If
you have a loved one suffering in this way, always tell them you love them. Even when
they are unable to accept the love because their pain is too great, and they are unable to
love themselves. Their broken and tortured hearts still need to hear they are loved. We
have always, and will always, love you, our beloved, Paul. In our hearts, we know that
Paul is finally at peace.
Online guestbook: www.korsmofuneralservice.com
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Comments

“

I am so sorry to hear about the loss of Paul. My thoughts are with your family during
this difficult time.

Gregg Lura - January 27, 2018 at 10:53 AM

“

I did not know Paul nor do I know any you, the family who loved him. Even so, my
heart is breaking over Paul’s passing. I am the mom of a depressed addict. I can feel
what an awesome person Paul was. My son, too, is awesome. I could very possibly
lose my son to these horrible diseases. Thank you for your openness and the loving
advice you provided in Paul’s obituary. Wishing you peace.

JM - January 25, 2018 at 07:31 PM

“

From the other Parental unit - Paul, you will be deeply missed!

Valri Nelson - January 23, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

Valri Nelson lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

Valri Nelson - January 23, 2018 at 07:02 PM

“

Sue Shonblom lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

Sue Shonblom - January 23, 2018 at 01:32 PM

“

Love April Davies & Ryan Oksendahl purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Paul J. Larson.

Love April Davies & Ryan Oksendahl - January 23, 2018 at 10:31 AM

“

LaRae lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

LaRae - January 22, 2018 at 10:04 AM

“

Leah Gunderson-Peterson lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

Leah Gunderson-Peterson - January 22, 2018 at 12:03 AM

“

Paul and I share a lifestyle that was not always the greatest but we had amazing
talks!!!! He will be missed. Sending Prayers to his whole family!

Cathy Short - January 21, 2018 at 10:52 PM

“

Faye Groen lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

faye groen - January 21, 2018 at 03:26 PM

“

Marty & Nancy Setala lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

Marty & Nancy Setala - January 21, 2018 at 02:11 PM

“

Josh lit a candle in memory of Paul J. Larson

Josh - January 21, 2018 at 06:26 AM

“

Sending condolences to the family from Germany. Becca, we love you and are
thinking of you.

Hollands - January 21, 2018 at 05:35 AM

“

I got Paul to wear green and coverse, you're welcome. His favorite movies were
Fight club and Rocky 4. He cried every time he watched the Notebook. In Germany,
his host family was getting rid of the slugs in their backyard. Paul went out early in
the morning a tried to save them. He was a big bear, with an even bigger heart. He
wrote poems. He used to write poetry on napkins while on break at work. Paul is one
of a kind.

G- - January 20, 2018 at 12:31 AM

“
“
“

So sorry for your loss. God bless you in your time of grief.
David Bye - January 21, 2018 at 10:46 AM

Our sincere and deepest sympathy to the Larson family.
Kathy Lindquist - January 21, 2018 at 02:03 PM

My deepest sympathies! Paul was a joy to have in class. He was always so kind and would
work hard. May he rest in peace. May God comfort his family and bring them peace as well.
Mrs. Krogen
Paula K. Krogen - January 22, 2018 at 10:48 AM

“

Mr. and Mrs. Larson, I am Adam Hannon-Hatfield's mother, Dianna. I weep for your loss.
During the time they shared an apartment I learned how deeply you loved Paul. Your entire
family will be in my prayers. Peace to you, Dianna Hatfield Clemenson
Dianna Hatfield Clemenson - January 22, 2018 at 01:11 PM

“

I met Paul in the school Exchange program in Germany in 2005. He was such a thoughtful
and Kind Boy who won‘t be forgotten. My deepest sympathies to his Family and Friends!
L. - January 22, 2018 at 03:11 PM

“

Dear family, I do not know you but knew both Art and Esther Grimstad. My heart hurts for
your loss and will pray for you. Also, loved what you shared about what he was facing.
Thanks for your honesty and transparency. God bless.
kathy a yohe - January 23, 2018 at 01:43 PM

“

Doug, Mary, Rebecca, Daniel, and David,
I have been praying for you since I read Paul's obituary in the paper. It's been many years
since I last saw Paul, but I will always remember him as a sweet little boy with the cutest of
smiles. Our love and sympathy to each of you as you grieve his loss.
Terinne Berg - January 25, 2018 at 08:53 AM

“

Mary, Doug,and family,
My heart goes out to you in this time of grief for sweet Paul. Depression is deep and dark
and is so prevalent today in young and old. Thank you for all that you shared. Bless you in
a special way. Our love to you with prayer.
Karen Poe
Karen Poe - January 26, 2018 at 12:04 PM

“

My heart is with you, along with my prayers. I truly believe Paul is now learning how much
he is loved, and I pray that you all will come to peace, in your own perfect time. I am so
sorry that you all must go through this extraordinary grief. God bless you, each and all.
Meryl Rygg McKenna
Meryl McKenna - January 27, 2018 at 12:34 AM

