Patricia Gilbertson
August 29, 1932 - May 11, 2020

On Monday, May 11, 2020, the angels came for a beautiful soul who was our mother,
grandmother, sister, and friend. Patricia A. (Collier) Gilbertson passed away peacefully at
home under the care of Ethos Hospice and her long term caregiver, at eighty-seven years
of age.
Patricia was born in Paris, IL, on August 29, 1932, to Clara and Chester (Garwood)
Collier. She spoke fondly of many memories as a child, especially of her maternal
grandmother Garwood, and their farm she would often visit. In high school she would save
her money to take a long bus ride and pay for voice lessons – the beginning of a long and
successful vocal career.
After graduating high school, she worked for a while, however, music remained a driving
force in her life. She started singing on radio shows and joined the Philanthropic
Educational Organization (P.E.O.) sisterhood, something she treasured the rest of her
days.
She met and married Bill Garland, his career first taking them to Pennsylvania then in
1958 to the University of Minnesota, Moorhead, MN, where he was the wrestling coach
and a professor. Song continued to be a motivator as she thrived in the Fargo-Moorhead
classical music scene. She sang in her church, often doing solos, and was the choir
director for a time. She delighted numerous congregants with her beautiful voice during
her employ as a cantor at the Temple Beth El in Fargo. Patricia helped found the FargoMoorhead Master Chorale, and was instrumental in establishing the Fargo-Moorhead
Opera Company in 1968, soliciting great vocalists from England and Australia to be part of
the first Opera Company productions. Patricia’s fantastic soprano voice was perfect for her
many leading roles in several operas, to include Carmen, Hansel and Gretel, and The
Merry Widow. Her love of music imparted a desire to help others hone their craft, leading
her to teach vocal lessons to numerous protégés in her Moorhead home.
Patricia was married in 1985 to Duane “Rick” Gilbertson, a member of the Happy

Hooligans. Shortly thereafter Rick went on active duty and they moved to Alexandria, VA.
She continued her music career, singing as often as possible in her church and performing
recitals. Living in the nation’s capital was wonderful for her with all the cultural events –
she enjoyed attending the Kennedy Center, National Cathedral, Washington National
Opera, and many others. When Rick retired from the Air Force they moved to New Bern,
NC. Patricia continued to sing and teach voice, surrounded by the beauty of the North
Carolina woods while making life-long friends.
After Rick’s passing, Patricia returned to Fargo in 2002, where her children reside,
becoming re-acquainted with many friends and creating new ones. She enjoyed music,
traveling, movies, fine dining, reading, and much more.
Patricia is survived by her children, Lisa (Garland) Kittelson (Brad), Scott Garland (Erica),
and David Garland (Laurel); her brother, Tom (Carol) Collier; sister, Jane Ashley; nine
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
She was a wonderful mother, great cook, and a talented musician. Often her family was
told “what a beautiful voice your mother has” - this was indeed a fact!
Patricia will have a private family memorial service at First Presbyterian Church, Fargo, on
June 6, 2020. She will be interred at Riverside Cemetery, Fargo.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - June 07 at 08:18 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Patricia Gilbertson.

June 03 at 08:09 PM

“

THE ASHLEY FAMILY, JANE, VICKI, LIZ & BRYAN purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Patricia Gilbertson.

THE ASHLEY FAMILY, JANE, VICKI, LIZ & BRYAN - June 01 at 07:34 PM

“

Thinking of you at this sad time. Your mom had a special place in my heart. At
church singing with her in the choir, letting me babysit her children, and later
whenever we met the smile and the biggest HUG. RIP Love to you all.

Brenna Jore Grund - May 27 at 10:22 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Patricia Gilbertson.

May 27 at 03:01 PM

“

Children Lisa, Scott, David and Special Friend Mike,
My sincere sympathy to you on the death of Patricia Gilbertson. Pat and I spent
special time together singing in the F-M Opera Chorus and at musical gatherings. In
North Carolina, Pat and Rick visited my late husband Pete and me at our home in
Carolina Trace, Sanford. I have many fond memories of time spent with Pat. My
thoughts are with you. Fran Larson Watson.

Frances Watson - May 15 at 05:25 PM

“

Patricia was a member of Chapter of AH P.E.O. and was loved by all. She welcomed
many of us into the chapter with grace and friendship. Please know we are keeping
the entire family in our prayers. Patricia served as a long time chaplain of our chapter
and did it with much perfection and grace. Her singing voice was so beautiful as she
also led us in singing. We will all miss her deeply.
Lovingly from all of usChapter AH Fargo
P.E.O. Sisterhood

Barb Hanson - May 14 at 09:33 AM

“

Scott, David and Lisa - you all have my deepest condolences for your Mom's
passing. I just wanted to let you all know that I am thinking about you all and wish
you all peace and love.
Troy

Troy Kelsey - May 13 at 02:18 PM

“
“

Thank you Troy. She will be missed.
David Garland - May 14 at 10:32 AM

Lisa, Brad, Scott, Erica, David, Laurel and Mike - we were saddened by the news last
Monday evening of Patricia's departure. We were befriended by her when we first moved to
New Bern, NC 21 years ago, and have kept close since then. We enjoyed our trips to Fargo
and meeting all of you. Thanks for letting us know of her declining health in time for us to
enjoy one final phone conversation with her. We will miss her!
Cathy and Jim Pease - New Bern, NC
Cathy & Jim Pease - May 20 at 05:25 PM

“

Pat was my dearest friend from first grade throughout all our life. My family was her family
and her family mine. Dear Grandmother Garwood and Chester and Clara and all the
Garwood aunts and uncles. We spent many hours together through high school, marriage
and having our families ' ' They came to visit us in Paris and Charleston every summer and
I have so many fond memories of Lisa, Scott and David. Thank you for being so much a
part of my life. We love you and will miss you so much Aunty Pat.
Mary Jo DeRousse - May 22 at 08:43 PM

“

I am so sad at losing my very bes friendt. We began being friends in first grade and
continued all through the years no matter where our lives took us. I have so many happy
memories of Lisa, Scott and David visiting us each summer until they grew up. All the
DeRousses love you and will always miss you Aunty Pat.
Jack Mary Jo DeRousse and Family Charleston, IL
Mary Jo DeRousse - May 22 at 09:05 PM

“

So sad to lose my very best friend since we were in first grade at Vance School in Paris, IL
We shared so much over the years and have many wonderful memories Of her and Lisa,
Scott and David. We will miss you Aunty Pat
Jack and Mary Jo DeRousse and Family
Charleston, IL
Mary Jo DeRousse - May 22 at 10:45 PM

