Michael W. Sheldon
November 17, 1942 - January 12, 2021

A recording of Michael's funeral may be viewed at this link:
https://portal.midweststreams.com/services/iframe/16540
Michael Ward Sheldon, 78, of Detroit Lakes, MN, passed away on Tuesday, January 12,
2021, at Banner University Medical Center, Tucson, AZ.
Michael “Mike” Ward Sheldon was born on November 17, 1942, in Fargo, ND, to Ward
and Frances (Schur) Sheldon. He grew up on the family farm in Wheatland, ND, where his
family raised grain and sheep. He was involved in 4-H showing steers. His school years
were attended at Wheatland, graduating high school in 1960. He was a football player in
high school and an avid athlete. He married Lana (Svare) Shuhart in 1963 and they had
two children, Layne and Stephanie. He was a member of the Army National Guard and
was awarded an honorable discharge. He received his Elementary Education degree in
1967 from Valley City State University. Mike played football for Valley City State while in
college. He was named All-Conference as a fullback in 1963, helping the Vikings achieve
a conference championship. Mike’s 1963 team was inducted into the Viking Hall of Fame
in 2008.
He married Carole Kroeger in 1974 and they had two children, Jon and Nanci. They made
their home together in Detroit Lakes,/Frazee, MN for many years while raising their
children. They enjoyed working in their yards and on their homes together.
Mike’s working career consisted of teaching in Valley City, Cokato, MN, and finished out
his teaching career in Detroit Lakes. He taught the upper elementary grades and PE. He
was the Detroit Lakes High School swim coach. He oversaw summer swimming lessons
and public beaches. He was a referee for 40 years. After retiring in 2000, Mike and Carole
spent their summers in Detroit Lakes and winters in Parker Dam, CA.
Mike was an avid golfer and played as often as he could. He enjoyed being with his family
and his friends on the course. He loved telling the story of his hole in one! He played golf
weekly up to the day of being hospitalized.

He was a kindhearted family man who loved gathering with his children, grandchildren,
and extended family to reminisce about the past. He always made sure his family knew
how very proud he was of them. He was always smiling and having fun. He loved to play
jokes on people. His smile and laughter will remain in his family’s and friends’ hearts
forever.
Michael is survived by the family he loved deeply, his wife of 46 years Carole (Kroeger)
Sheldon; sister, Kathy (Deen) Boe; daughters, Layne Shock, Stephanie (Alan) Fogarty;
son, Jon (Suzanne) Sheldon, and daughter, Nanci (Ross) Qualey; his 9 grandchildren,
Anna Fogarty, Michael Fogarty, Alice Shock, Jeron Sheldon, Carlie Sheldon, Jackie
Shock, Liam Qualey, Justin Sheldon, Graham Qualey; aunt, Muriel (Schur) Rieniets;
niece, Sara (Jeff) Nail; nephew, Randy (Jen) Boe; nephew, Bill Gropp; and numerous
cousins.
Mike was preceded in death by his grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, and cousins.
Mike’s family wishes to express their appreciation for your kindness and support during
this difficult time.
A Public Visitation will be held Monday, February 1, 2021, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel from
5PM-8PM. A Private Family Service will be held Tuesday, February 2, 2021. Mike's
service will be livestreamed on Tuesday starting at 11AM. A link will be posted here on his
obituary page.
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Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - January 30 at 02:29 PM

“

Thanks for the memories.
David Bowman
David Bowman - April 11 at 06:15 PM

“

I will miss you Mike. We worked together at the DLCC. We played some golf together
and had some laughs. You always made the staff smile with your charm. You will be
missed by many.

Christie Bosch - February 09 at 10:20 PM

“

Mike was my assistant swim coach in Detroit Lakes, MN. Mike was always so
positive, supportive, and fun to have as a coach. He was not only a great swim coach
but a great person. He seemingly always had a smile. Mike was a positive influence
to me and many others. I wish Mike’s family peace and comfort during this tough
time.

Will Frank - February 05 at 01:03 AM

“

Deborah Hicks lit a candle in memory of Michael W. Sheldon

Deborah Hicks - February 03 at 01:23 AM

“

Mr. Sheldon, mike ,dad ,husband, son, brother ,teacher, friend, no matter what you
were to us you left an imprint on our hearts and in our lives.I will always remember
the happy memories I got to share with you and Carol out at the river , I will always
see you out on the deck waiting for the humming birds every morning. you showed
such patience trying to get them to sit on your finger ,,,,,,,,and they did! our hearts are
heavy for your family
and of everyone who had the pleasure of knowing you, You will be greatly missed.I
will never forget you
Debbie Hicks

Deborah Hicks - February 03 at 01:22 AM

“

One of those wonderful teachers you never forget. I am old school...Washington
Elementary...but got the chance to see him again when I moved away and he
frequently umped the Girl's Basketball games for Audubon. I will never forget how
sweet and funny and kind he was to me. He will always hold a special place in my
memories and heart. Mr. Sheldon...simply the best. My sincere condolences to the
family.
Lori Matzke

Lori Ann Matzke - February 01 at 09:09 PM

“

So long dear friend. We have been friends for the last 74 years and he was one of
the nicest person I ever met. I will miss you at the Golf Course.

David and Carol Lauritsen
Davd Lauritse - February 01 at 05:49 PM

“

Good memories of Mike during my teaching/coaching years at Frazee. We ref
basketball together in some terrible winter nights!
I enjoyed seeing/visiting Mike when practicing medicine in Dl/Frazee area.
Bless his memories/ Dr. Paul Hendrickson

Dr. Paul Hendrickson - February 01 at 04:42 PM

“

I have so many good memories of officiating volleyball with Mike. He was always so
kind and we had so many good trips. I will miss you, buddy.
Paul Weber

Paul Weber - February 01 at 04:05 PM

“

Our son had the privilege of having Mike as his 4th grade teacher and later as beach
and pool supervisor when Ty was a lifeguard and swimming instructor. We had the
pleasure of Madam X join our family at the end of that 4th grade year------she was a
quite tame lovely "white rat"! Mike certainly made learning fun. He was such a
thoughtful and creative person. Rest in Peace, Mr. Sheldon.

Cheri Bergien - February 01 at 03:28 PM

“

I am going to miss you buddy. I will never forget the family camping trip to the Black
Hills and all the camping trips to the Park Rapids area. All the hours we spent
laughing over the Steve Martin records. A big loss for everyone and especially the
family.

Jim Shoemaker - February 01 at 11:56 AM

“

He was one of my teachers in elementary school and also my daughter's. What a
great man with such a kind soul
fly huh with the angels " Mr. Sheldon". My
thoughts and prayers are with family. Enjoy the the memories you hold in your
hearts.

Lavonne Stallman - January 31 at 08:30 PM

“

I am surprised and shocked. Will find it very difficult to hit balls at DL range without
prior counsel, idea sharing with Mike. What a wonderful sharing, caring, man. I will
miss our conversations about golf, life, Arizona, and DL. RIP old friend, We were
blessed to enjoy your company all these years!

Joe Sauer - January 30 at 10:32 PM

“

Dear Carole and family, I was so saddened to hear of Mikes passing. I have such
fond memories of Mike as Byron brought him home for dinner when Mike had started
teaching in DL and he didn’t know many people. After you and Mike met and married
we certainly had many fun years raising our kids together and lived close to each
other out on the mountain road. I have so many fond memories. You are in my
thoughts and prayers at this very hard time.
Marcia Larson Okerlund

marcia larson okerlund - January 30 at 09:53 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Michael W. Sheldon.

January 30 at 05:35 PM

“

My sympathy is with you Carole and your dear children. I am sorry to hear of your
loss and pray God's comfort in this time of sorrow. I always enjoyed conversations
with Mike in the Frazee days.
Pam Gregory

Pam Gregory - January 30 at 02:57 PM

“

145 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - January 30 at 02:27 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Sara Nail - January 30 at 12:23 AM

“

I’m so happy I was able to meet Mike & Carole a few years ago. My husband Mike
Parker considered Mike a great friend. They had many good times together. I always
enjoyed seeing Mike in the summer at the golf course. Always a big hug & his great
personality & smile made my day. Mike will be missed by many good friends and his
wonderful family. My sympathy and prayers are with all of you
. Jane Parker

C jane Parker - January 29 at 09:10 PM

“

125 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - January 29 at 03:22 PM

“

I will miss Mike dearly. Mike was one of the most generous men I have known. He
and his family showed me much love when I stayed with them in 1987 in Detroit
Lakes. Mike, I am so sorry you're gone but I am so glad I will keep your memory and
the connection to your family. Love you all!

Luis Sentis - January 29 at 02:00 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Michael W.
Sheldon.

January 29 at 01:06 PM

“

Sending our deepest condolences to the Sheldon family. We had Mr. Sheldon as a
teacher in 1995 at Lincoln Elementary in DL. Him and Mr. Williams were the best 5th
grade teachers:)
Much love from the Lincoln Lions circa 1995

Lindsey Dawn Anderson - January 29 at 11:58 AM

“

Aw, Carole, we are so sorry. What sunshine Mike brought to any gathering, any
place. In the 70s, he was the supervisor when I life guarded and taught swimming
lessons. I still hear the rumble as he road his motorcycle up into the park and drove
around to the lake side to check on us. That bike was awesome, black and shiny, so
much chrome! I also will never forget when we teachers gathered in the middle
school auditorium one August inservice, only 3 months after Mike retired. Our
superintendent was well into his welcome back speech. Suddenly, from the right side
of the stage, behind the speaker at the podium, Mike appeared, pulling his golf clubs.
He hesitated for a moment, turned and looked out at all of us, smiled, and (I think)
said something like "I guess I got turned around". The entire audience roared with
laughter! Mike then moseyed on to the other side of the stage and disappeared
behind the curtain. The best. Always will I remember his smile, his kindness, the
twinkle in his eyes, his patience, and his laugh. That laugh! As Kyle's diving coach,
Mike was enthusiastic. He championed my kid's fearlessness. Ever the humble soul,
Mike once told me he wished he knew more about diving. We both laughed. There
are coaches who demonstrate tremendous knowledge of a sport but cannot inspire.
Mike inspired Kyle to give it his best, his all. Mike's connection to kids was a
wonderful thing to witness. What a joyful, gracious person. He will be sensationally
missed, yet stories will be shared and times relived for always. HUGS to all. Peace
and grace, Anne Anderson.

Anne Anderson - January 28 at 04:24 PM

“

Mr. Sheldon was my former Phy Ed teacher at Lincoln School. He always made class
fun and was encouraging (I wasn't a very athletic student and still aspire to be able to
do a proper chin up). I will remember his kind smile and upbeat spirit. Prayers to his
family, he will be missed by many.

Amy Prussia - January 28 at 03:08 PM

“

I volunteered with Mike on Friday's at Emerald Canyon golf course. He was such a
kind man and always had a smile. A Friday never went by that I didn't get a hug. We
were from Detroit Lakes also so felt we had a lot in common. He was loved by many.
Condolences to the family. Marsha Hall

Marsha Hall - January 28 at 01:09 PM

“

Condolences to all the family. Mike was such a great father, teacher, and coach. I
enjoyed knowing him.

Stacey Sargent - January 28 at 11:43 AM

“

What a wonderful man, he will be missed. I worked as a volleyball and football official
with Mike. He always had a kind word and a patient demeanor. I always looked up to
him as an official, and considered him my mentor.
Mike had a huge impact on my life and will missed.

Charlie Johnson - January 27 at 09:52 PM

“

Rest well, dear brother. You remember a bossy older sister. I remember being
chased by you carrying baby mice, you and friends playing 'good guys chasing bad
guys' in the rocks out in the pasture and me being proud of you, and all you did for
kids in the classroom, sports activities and community You are greatly missed and
loved. Until we meet again.
Kathy

Kathy Boe - January 27 at 07:26 PM

“

1 file added to the album Dad as a Young Man

Layne Shock - January 27 at 01:31 PM

“

Dave and Kelly Idso , Kevin and Margie Kuehl purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Michael W. Sheldon.

Dave and Kelly Idso , Kevin and Margie Kuehl - January 26 at 04:09 PM

“

Mike was my 2nd cousin. My grandma Agnes passed away before I was born, and
Mike's mom Aunt Frankie filled in as my grandma for many years. With this close
relationship the bond between Mike and i was quickly formed. Since we both loved
sports, Mike became the older brother I never had. He was always willing to play a
game of catch with the baseball, touch football with the neighbor kids, or pick up
basketball in the driveway. Later in life we golfed at the Ironman course by his house
on Floyd Lake and of course the DL Country Club which he loved. Heaven has
gained a real champion. Love you brother!!! RIP!!! Dave and Kelly Idso

David Idso - January 26 at 04:00 PM

“

I played football with Mike in college on the 1963 Conference Championship Team at
Valley City State. We had to be some of the most unlikely looking characters you
would ever get together on a team. We loved to laugh and have fun. With Mike's wit,
he was right in the middle of it. John Welk and I were captains and Mike was my
running mate in the backfield. Those had to be some of the most fun times of our
lives. As the years have pasted I can't help but think back to those good times and
those teammates that lined up on field with us.
My condolences to the Sheldon Family on your loss. May Mike rest in Peace.
Don & Carol Kropp

Don Kropp - January 25 at 04:15 PM

“

Met Mike over 50 years ago and always appreciated his wit and kindness. Spent
many nights with Mike traveling to refereeing gigs and learned some pretty important
life lessons. Mike was a wonderful teacher and we were fortunate to have had our
youngest spend a year with him. Our sympathies to the family. May you find some
comfort in your memories.
Marcia & Greg Potvin

Greg Potvin - January 24 at 01:31 PM

“

I used to tease Mike that his hometown Wheatland, ND was smaller than my
hometown Cokato, MN where he was a teacher when we met in the 60s. Mike and I
moved to Detroit Lakes in the Fall of 1969 to continue teaching. Many fun times
including Big Floyd, Eagles, WE Fest, and especially the golf course. Rest In Peace
good friend.
Rick and Sandy Setterberg

Rick Setterberg - January 23 at 03:20 PM

“

Goodbye to a lifelong friend. We grew up on farms a mile apart. We were friends and
classmates at the Wheatland school. We both graduated in the top 10 in our class
(class of 8). We could share many stories of the past but it is probably best that we
don't. Our condolences to the Sheldon family
Bob and Gloria Levos

Robert Levos - January 23 at 02:06 PM

“

will be dearly missed ...such a fun teddy bear with a big heart, continuous smile and
forever wearing shorts no matter what the weather... loved his golf ! hugs to the
Sheldon Family

Dianne Mckeown - January 22 at 11:30 PM

“

1 file added to the album Dad as a Young Man

Layne Shock - January 22 at 05:04 PM

“

What a guy! Always fun. As a former roommate, colleague, golf foursome, road
tripper, ski trips, etc. there were many great memories and adventures. You are gone
too soon old pal. We’ll miss you. Love you Carol, Jon, Nancy and the girls and hope
your are all doing well.
Jan and Sandy Rootham

jan rootham - January 21 at 03:12 PM

“

I knew Michael as a teacher, coach, referee, and friend. He had a great sense of
humor and a distinctive laugh that I can still hear in my mind. He brightened
everyone's day.

John Flatt - January 18 at 03:17 PM

“

I have known Mike since college in Valley City. We were on a bowling team together. Mike
was great to have on staff. Very cooperative, easy to work with, a great team member. A
good solid North Dakota boy who will be missed by all who knew him.
Roger Lee - January 22 at 10:58 PM

“

Mike was a colleague, someone I knew for 45 years, and a friend. He will be greatly
missed for many reasons; not the least of which for being an entertaining character.

John Wood - January 17 at 02:49 PM

