May E. Bredeson
May 17, 1920 - May 23, 2020

May Eleanor (Berge) Bredeson passed away peacefully Saturday, May 23, 2020 in
Eventide on 8th in Moorhead, where she had lived since December 2011, following a
stroke. Her death came while she was in the care of the nursing home’s COVID-19 unit
and just six days following her one hundredth birthday.
May was born to Mathilda and Mathias Berge, both Norwegian immigrants, on 17 May
1920 (Syttende Mai), in Fargo, ND. The family moved to Binford, ND, that year, and two
years later they moved to Wheaton, MN. They moved back to Fargo in 1926. The family
was active at Olivet Lutheran Church. May attended Fargo public schools and graduated
in 1937. Following high school, May worked in downtown Fargo until landing a secretarial
position at Northwestern Bell Telephone Company.
During World War II, May participated in the USO, writing to many servicemen stationed
abroad. One of her correspondents was a former next-door neighbor, Ames Bredeson.
After his return from the Pacific Theatre, May Berge married Ames in Fargo in March
1948. They made their home in Breckenridge, MN, for the next 19 years. There, Ames
had gone into business with his brother Ellsworth, operating the Bredeson Brothers
Gambles store. In 1967, the family relocated to Moorhead. Ames had taken a position in
sales with Rott-Keller Supply. May worked at Concordia College as campus information.
They were active at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, where she was still a
member at the time of her death. Both May and Ames retired in early 1981. They enjoyed
travel and the company of friends for much of the next 12 years.
May was preceded in death by her parents and her husband, Ames (died April 15, 1993).
She is survived by her daughter, Barbara Yergens (Milton) of Fargo; son James of Eden
Prairie, Minnesota; her grandchildren, Molly Yergens, Sao Paulo, Brazil, Luis Bredeson,
Miami, FL, Joseph Bredeson, Atlanta, GA, nine great-grandchildren and two great-greatgrandchildren.
May’s family is grateful to the many individuals at Eventide who saw to her needs with

care and kindness. We are also very thankful to her friends who visited, wrote letters, or
showed affection from afar. Your friendship and loyalty are profoundly moving. May was
very happy and proud to have reached 100 years of age. No one ever loved a round
odometer number like she did. What a great run she had.
For any who would wish to make a charitable donation in May’s memory, her favorite
charities included: Anne Carlson Center (annecarlson.org); Ahlzheimer’s Association
(alz.org); Eventide Foundation (eventide.org); and Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd, 4000 28th Street South, Moorhead, MN 56560 .
A private funeral and burial are planned for Thursday, May 28, 2020. Visitation for the
public will be held Wednesday, May 27, 2020 from 3pm-6pm in Korsmo Funeral Chapel,
Moorhead.
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Comments

“

This is coming a little late, but I just found out about her passing. First of all, our
hearts and condolences go out to May's family and close friends. She was an
amazing lady and friend of mine.
I grew up across the street from May and I used to mow her yard during the summer
and one of my first memories of May was her stopping me mid-mowing to tell me not
to mow in a circle around her trees because it would stand out from the rest of the
yard. She really loved her yard. When I went over to mow, she would stay outside
most of the time picking up sticks or trimming edges. But in reality, I think she just
wanted to make sure I didn't mess up!
Another fond memory I have of may was playing cribbage with her. We played a lot
of cribbage. One time, during one of the holidays home from college, I went over to
play cribbage and as we were playing, she asked if I wanted to have a drink. I said
sure, assuming I would be handed a soda or something. She gets up, grabs a stool,
and pulls down a bottle of Cherry Brandy! Next thing I know, we each had a small
glass of brandy on the rocks sitting in front of us! Not what I expected from my 87
year old neighbor, but I enjoyed the moment.
I have many more memories but this post is already too long. May was a kind, smart
and happy lady who enjoyed her freedom and independence while it lasted. Even
her last years in Eventide, she would still have this huge smile every time a friend
stopped by. And the first thing she made sure you do was sign her guest book! May
was like a third grandma to me. She used to mail me handwritten letters when I was
in college. She was able to attend my High School grad party and my wedding,
although very brief, as she was in and out before we even got to thank her. The
picture was taken a few days later at Eventide. Anyhow, it saddens me to say
goodbye, but I am comforted in the fact that she is free from any suffering and is
probably smiling down on all of us from Heaven right now!
-Josh Starkweather

Josh Starkweather - June 16, 2020 at 03:37 PM

“

Thanks, Josh. She cared about you very much.
James S Bredeson - July 04, 2020 at 08:09 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

Mary Hustad - June 09, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“

What a wonderful photo album and what a beautiful tribute to a lovely person. I so
enjoyed my friendship with May all these years, exchanging letters and greeting
cards, having a double celebration on the 17th of May. She was proud of her
Norwegian heritage. My family has good memories from the few times we visited
each other both in MN and Norway. My heart goes out to the family at this time.
Mary, Kjell, Ingrid, Jan and Sigrid

Mary Hustad - June 09, 2020 at 11:47 AM

“

Remembrances of May Eleanor (Berge) Bredeson
After her graduation from Fargo Central High School in 1937 during the Depression,
May Berge enrolled in Mrs. Penheiter’s Secretarial School and later at Interstate
Business College. Her schooling was interrupted periodically by opportunities for
employment. She recalled how she had earned 25 cents per hour working at
deLendrecie’s. But, she quit that job to work at Kresge’s, because she could get 26
cents per hour. – from May’s own memoirs
May was not known as a raconteur, but on special occasions, she might raise a glass
and flawlessly offer this toast, “The wonderful love of a beautiful maid / The love of a
staunch, true man / And the love of a baby—unafraid / Have existed since life began.
/ But the greatest love—the love of loves, / Even greater than that of a mother / Is the
tender, passionate, infinite love / Of one drunken bum for another.” That toast was
originally given to May typed on a penny postcard by someone named Ed. I’ll keep it
always.
– James Bredeson
Many people who knew May well, knew she had the gift of gab. If she had to wait in
line, for whatever reason, she would find out that she had someone in common with
someone else in line. In a large gathering of people visiting, I could always tell she
was in the room. Her voice carried well and perhaps a daughter will always recognize
the voice of her mother. -- Barbie Yergens
After her stroke in late 2011, May moved to Eventide. She had lost the use of her
right arm and had only reduced use of her right leg, but she could still walk. The
worst infirmity she suffered was a greatly limited ability to speak and to speak clearly.
One day, I was spending time with May in her room along with my sister Barbara and
her daughter Molly. At some point, May-- clearly referring to her stroke--blurted out, “I
should have died.” Without thinking or hesitation, I said, “No! You give me purpose.
You demonstrate grace. And, you’re teaching me a foreign language.” We all started
laughing, including May, who seldom laughed outloud. I often think how right I was
about my first two points. – James Bredeson
May’s favorite recreational activity was a good Scrabble tournament. If you didn’t
know the game, she would eagerly teach you and make a future partner of you.
Some of you who read this are likely among her trainees. In addition to Scrabble, she
played Cribbage, did crossword puzzles, read many books, and consumed the Fargo
Forum, front to back every day. The cruel fact is, her stroke robbed her of her
language skills, making none of these past-times possible. Otherwise, she remained
remarkably healthy, during her years at Eventide. -- Barbie Yergens
For many years on my visits to Eventide, I enjoyed tucking my Momma May into bed
before leaving for the night. Sometimes I would point out that she would be
understandably justified if she were to complain constantly about her unfair lot. I
confessed that I might not be so placid if I were in her situation. And, then I would
thank her for not being that kind of person. She would smile, and I would kiss her
good night. -- James Bredeson
I am so very grateful for our last communication. It was a FaceTime call. Recently
visiting had been more difficult because she would fall asleep and/or not be able to
hear. On the afternoon before her death, she was alert and animated. When I asked
her if she was proud to have made it to her 100th birthday, she raised and shook her
left fist and grinned! My dog Alfie barked once during the call so I said Alfie says “hi”

too. She smiled and nodded in acknowledgement. What a treat! What a precious
memory!
-- Barbie Yergens
Barbie Yergens - June 01, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

“

Wonderful memories honoring May! Thank you both for sharing them!
Paula Graham Peterson - June 01, 2020 at 03:55 PM
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Barbie - May 31, 2020 at 06:26 PM

“

1 file added to the album Video of Funeral Service

Korsmo Funeral Service - May 29, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

I did Mays hair every week since she was at Eventide...in fact in the later years twice
a week. She was one of the sweetest ladies i have ever met. She loved having her
hair done on Tuesdays and Fridays and lit up when she saw me. Her dear children
James and Barbara were so extremely good to her and are a reflection of what a
great mother she was. My sincere condolences to the both of you. There isnt a day
that goes by that I havent thought of her.
Sincerely MaryKay Nelson

MaryKay A Nelson - May 28, 2020 at 07:18 PM

“

May had the most quiet and beautiful smile, though I haven't been able to see her or
the family due to the Pandemic, I thought of you all often. I will truly miss visiting with
you James and Barbara. Prayers and heartfelt thanks for the blessing of May. Kim
Schenck LPN

Kim Schenck - May 28, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

May recited this poem 10 years ago while having cocktails at the lake. Albert liked it
so much that she wrote it down and mailed it to him.
"Here's to the love of beautiful maid
The love of a staunch true man
The love of baby, unafraid
Have existed since time began
But the greatest lovethe loves of loves
Even greater than that of a mother
Is the tender infinite passionate love of
One drunken bum for another."
We will always remember May!
Alan and Albert

ALAN SUMMERVILLE - May 28, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

Dorothy Palumbo lit a candle in memory of May E. Bredeson

Dorothy Palumbo - May 27, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to the family.She was a Blessing to many including my mother
Nora Priebe when they lived in Breckenridge. God bless her memory!

Rita Amundson - May 27, 2020 at 11:46 AM

“

12 files added to the album Memories Album

Barbie Yergens - May 26, 2020 at 09:08 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of May E. Bredeson.

May 26, 2020 at 09:42 AM

“

May was always so happy to see me when I'd get her to get her hair done. Just
about always got her finished in time for the Price Is Right. I remember seeing a
picture on her shelf of a young woman bending over as if adjusting her hosiery or
shoe,showing a shapely leg. I asked if it was her and she smiled SO BIG and nodded
so big. Made my day. May God bless her.

Jane Determan - May 25, 2020 at 08:22 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Barbie Yergens - May 23, 2020 at 08:02 PM

“
“

May, on her 98th birthday
Barbie Yergens - May 24, 2020 at 03:30 PM

May on her 98th birthday!
Barbie Yergens - May 24, 2020 at 03:31 PM

