Mabel E. Johnson
September 30, 1920 - August 4, 2018

Mabel Evangeline Johnson, 97, passed away Saturday, August 4, 2018 at Elim Rehab
and Care Center in Fargo, ND after a long life of serving God and others. She was born in
Northwood, ND, to Olaus and Cecilia (Levorson) Johnson on September 30, 1920. Mabel
was baptized and confirmed at the United Lutheran Church and graduated from
Northwood High School.
For three years she was employed as a telephone operator at “Central” in Northwood.
After attending Concordia College in Moorhead, MN for a year, she completed nurses
training through the Women’s Army Cadet Corps at the Deaconess Hospital School of
Nursing in Grand Forks, ND. She later graduated from the Lutheran Bible Institute (LBI) in
Minneapolis, MN.
Her work as a nurse included jobs in Minneapolis, MN, Northwood, ND, Grafton, ND, and
Fargo, ND. Nursing was also part of her work when she teamed up with friend Eula Mae
Swenson and went as a missionary to the Navajo Indians at Rock Point in northern
Arizona.
While waiting for a painful broken leg to heal, she took a “temporary” position as a
secretary in the office of Oak Grove Lutheran High School, Fargo, ND. As it turned out,
she stayed twenty-five years and retired from there. In her retirement years, much of her
time was spent bringing blessings to others.
Mabel was a very active member of St. Paul’s Free Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, where
she was one of the charter members.
She was preceded in death by her parents; brothers, Joyce, Seymore (Ruth), and Melvin;
sisters, Clara (Clarence) Ostlie, six-year-old Mabel, and infant, Janette; nephews Dwane
Ostlie, and Keith Johnson; and special friend and co-worker, Eula Mae Swenson.
She is survived by nephew, Jay (Cheryl) Ostlie, of Littleton, CO, and Cheryl’s children,

Christopher Valentine, Erin Valentine, and Jennifer (Don) Cheshek; niece, Marjorie (Daryl)
Rahfeldt of Elgin, IL, and their daughters, Emily Rahfeldt, and Gretchen (Rafael)
Arellanos, and daughter, Violet, all of Streamwood, IL; niece, Sandra (Greg) Olson of
Dent, MN, and their son, Kevin (Karina) Olson, and daughter Claire of Fargo, ND; and
their daughter, Angie (Jeremy) Berg, and daughters Damaris, Gracia, Solveig, and Nia,
and son Hans, of Bemidji, MN.
Visitation will be Sunday, August 12, 2018, from 5 - 7 PM, with a prayer and sharing time
at 7 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead.
Her funeral will be Monday, August 13, 2018, at 10:30 AM, in St. Paul’s Free Lutheran
Church, located at 2802 - 12th Street South, Fargo.
Burial will be later in the afternoon at the city cemetery in Northwood.
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AUG
12

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

AUG
12

Sharing of Memories

07:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

AUG
13

Funeral Service

10:30AM

St. Paul's Free Lutheran Church
2802 12th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

Mabel was a wonderful servant of His! We are so thankful to have met her and
worked with her! She will be missed here on Earth but rejoicing in Heaven.

Paul & Marilyn - August 13, 2018 at 09:38 AM

“

Mabel shared that she prayed for my family daily. She meant myself, my 4 siblings
but she also included my daughter and her growing family. She said she counted it a
privilege to reach into our lives that way. She was always warm and loving. She and
my Aunt Eula Mae lived in a way that I always wanted to emulate: Lovely home,
good food, discovery travel, and Christian Faith. Charl (Swenson) Sanchez.

Charl Sanchez - August 06, 2018 at 03:38 PM

“

Mabel and Eula Mae were dear friends through the years. What a beautiful Christian
witness she was. She has always been in my daily prayers. We will meet again!
Mildred A Strand - August 08, 2018 at 12:44 PM

“

Sad to say goodbye, yet rejoicing in Mabel’s home-going. She was one of the most
influential women in my life, perhaps second only to my mother. She encouraged me from
the years of being a young mother and beyond to my current situation. Mabel always
seemed at peace, whatever the circumstances. The last time I saw her, I asked how I could
pray for her. Her response was “just thank Him, He’s been so good to me”. I’m thankful for
the opportunities I was allowed to tell her how much she meant to me. I have no doubt she
heard the Father’s words, “Well done, good and faithful servant”. God bless her memory.
Marla - August 09, 2018 at 06:41 AM

“

Both Mabel and Eula Mae showed their hospitable natures to myself and friends during my
2 year training at St. Luke's School of Nursing 1968-1970. Discovering I was away from
home for the first time, from the same hometown Northwood, and having shirt-tail relatives
through marriage, Mabel and Eula Mae invited me and any friends to attend their Sunday
church services whenever we could make it, always followed by a delicious, home cooked
meal. This meant a lot to us in those days!
Upon graduation, they chose to honor myself and another friend with a reception in their
lovely home so our families could attend and enjoy fellowship afterwards, rather than eat at
a restaurant and go right home.
They truly were two ministering angels, dedicated to the service of our Lord. Proud to have
known them. Always they will be remembered with fondness. To God be the Glory for
giving us these two dear ladies! Blessed be their memories!

Nancy Keating
Nancy Keating - August 09, 2018 at 12:31 PM

