Lyle D. Severson
March 23, 1928 - January 18, 2018

Lyle D. Severson died peacefully January 18, 2018, in Eventide, Fargo, ND, where he
resided since August 2017.
Lyle was born on March 23, 1928, in Malung, MN, to Jewel and Hazel Severson. After
eight years, the family moved to Newfolden, MN. Lyle finished his high school years in
Park River, ND. From there he attended pharmacy school at NDSU, Fargo, and met his
future wife on a blind date.
He served as a front line medic in the Korean War and earned a purple heart, two bronze
stars and several medals. After his return from service, Lyle and Kathleen were married
May 17, 1953. They lived in Breckenridge, MN, for a few years where Lyle worked at a
pharmacy. The family moved to Pelican Rapids, MN, around 1957 when Lyle had the
opportunity to open his own drugstore.
He grew up on a farm and kept those farm values by maintaining a garden and having
several pets such as a horse, a dog, and a rabbit. We even had a lamb for a summer
season. Dad introduced us to snowmobiling and took us on many wonderful ski trips. He
joined the Shriners which provided the added benefit of having a Harley Davidson
motorcycle. After retirement, Lyle and Kathleen were longtime residents on Pelican Lake
and winter residents in Sun City, AZ.
About a year after Lyle’s wife died, he moved to Riverview Assisted Living in Fargo, where
he met new friends and existing acquaintances. He loved his meetings with the men’s
group and enjoyed hosting ice cream socials.
Lyle will be remembered by family and friends.
Family survivors include children, Corbin (Kendall) Severson of Los Angeles, CA, Lynn
(Tim) Meyer of Roseville, MN, Craig Severson (Carmen Rick) of Pelican Rapids, Clark
(Jeriann) Severson of Irvine, CA, and Laurie (Michael) Mahaney of Prior Lake, MN; sister,

Crystal Utke of Moorhead, MN; grandchildren, Amber, James, Jonathan, Joy, Olivia and
Carson; a great- grandson, Ethan; sister-in-law, Sharon Brua; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins. He was preceded in death by wife, Kathleen, and his parents.
A celebration of life will be held at the chapel in Riverview Assisted Living Facility, 5300 12th St. So., Fargo, on Thursday, March 8, 2018, at 1:00 PM.
Ice Cream Social to follow.
Interment will be Ringsaker Cemetery at a later date.
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Comments

“

In addition to my sister Pam's message, I would like to add our deepest condolences
to your family on the loss of Lyle. Lyle and Kathy were dear friends of our parents
(Vic & Thelma Buth) and we have fond memories of fun times that we spent with
your family. As you gather for the Memorial Service today, we hope that you will find
peace in the celebration of Lyle's life. With Sincere Condolences, Diane & Jim
McFarlane and the Buth Family

Diane (Buth) McFarlane - March 08, 2018 at 01:50 PM

“

My mom, (Lil Engen), asked that send this to you....I was so sorry to hear about Lyle.
Lyle and my husband, (Harley), grew up a few miles apart in MN, but didn't meet
each other until we all wintered in Paradise. We met Kathy and Lyle at a dance, and
became great friends. We went to many dances together, yard sales, dinners out,
AND dinners 'in." When my husband and I visited relatives in MN, we would stop by
Pelican Lake and visit Lyle and Kathy, and they came and visited us in Seattle. I
remember when you kids came to Paradise and surprised him for his birthday. Yeshe was surprised! I was so sad when Kathy passed away, but I was glad that Lyle
continued to come to Paradise. He would often stop by in his golf cart to visit or just
say hello, or to tell us how well he did at bridge that day. He was a kind man and he
will be truly missed. My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Lil Engen
(via Julie Engen Allmaras)

Julie A - March 06, 2018 at 09:06 PM

“

I am certainly going to miss Lyle’s great sense of humor and his nearly weekly
emails. I never knew until recently that Lyle received a Purple Heart for being
wounded and also a Bronze Star medal for heroism during his service in Korea.
Fortunately my time in Korea was after the Armistice was signed ... but still
remember walking on many of the hills where big battles were fought ... some still
showing small trenches dug quickly into the ground as shielding during battles. And
as a front line Medic Lyle had to attend to wounded without the protection of these
shallow trenches. I never talked to Lyle about this part of his life ... but I know how he
would have performed - - - concern for the wounded without a thought about his own
safety!

Gordon Lee - February 25, 2018 at 03:29 PM

“

Vic and Thelma Buth and family always enjoyed your family. Lyle was always there to
tell an Ole and Lena joke or show you a magic trick. Our dad (Vic) appreciated Lyle’s
business sense when starting his business a men and boy’s clothing store in Fosston
MN. Dad would trade clothes from our store for toys in Lyle and Kathy’s store. We as
Vic and Thelma’s kid always thought getting toys was a better trade. Love to your
family during your time of loss.
From: Diane,Sharon,Pam and Jennifer Vic and Thelma’s daughter’s

Pamela (Buth) Erickson - February 04, 2018 at 10:04 PM

“

So good to hear from you - loved the family visits and going to your Dad's store as well.
Hope all is well with you and your siblings too. Lynn Severson-Meyer
Lynn Severson-Meyer - February 07, 2018 at 10:31 PM

“

Thanks so much, we love your family also. It was so awesome getting new tennis shoes at
your Dad's store...great childhood memory! Laurie (Severson) Mahaney.
laurie mahaney - February 07, 2018 at 11:00 PM

“

Dear Lynn and Family Severson,
I’m thinking of you and you’re in my heart. My condolences during this time of Loss. I
remember a smiling Lyle from the drugstore, the motorcycle group and times at the
Severson’s home. I know my Dad enjoyed some good times with him!
Nancy Engebretson

Nancy - January 30, 2018 at 12:18 PM

“

Thanks Nancy - I remember a time your Dad visiting once many years ago and the 2 of
them laughing up a storm. Hope I can see back in Pelican Rapids sometime in 2018. Lynn
Severson-Meyer
Lynn Severson-Meyer - February 07, 2018 at 10:33 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Lyle. He was a life-long friend to the entire Kooyer family
and we visited him often over the years on Pelican Lake. He attended our dad's
funeral at Central Lutheran Church in Pelican Rapids as well. He was an awesome
man and will be missed. He is now with our sister Kerri, and Dad, Jim, and of course,
Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Love in Christ, Kelli & Jeff
Atchison

Kelli Atchison - January 24, 2018 at 12:22 PM

“

Thanks Kelli - I have very fond memories of the Kooyer family and hope all is well. Lynn
Severson-Meyer
Lynn Severson-Meyer - January 27, 2018 at 11:05 AM

“

I forgot to tell you that it meant a lot that Dad could go to Jim's funeral. Lynn SeversonMeyer
Lynn Severson-Meyer - January 27, 2018 at 11:08 AM

“

I was so sad and sorry to hear about Lyle. Oh my. The memories. Jim and I spent so much
time with Lyle and Kathy. Square dancing, camping and just hanging out together. Lots of
good times. He was always ready with a joke. He will be missed by many. My thoughts and
prayers are with the family and all friends of Lyle and Kathy.
Carol Anton Kooyer - January 28, 2018 at 02:09 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. My grandparents Orville and Mildred were your neighbors. She
worked at the drug store as well. Many fond memories of Pelican growing up. I even
remember the lamb! Nancy Paulson
Nancy - January 28, 2018 at 06:52 PM

“

Nancy!! I remember you and loved have your grandparents as neighbors. I worked with
Milly at the drugstore. Thanks, Lynn Severson-Meyer
Lynn Severson-Meyer - February 07, 2018 at 10:29 PM

“

CAROL - yes I remember the square dancing and we still have the pictures. Hope you are
doing well and thanks for the message. Lynn Severson-Meyer
Lynn Severson-Meyer - February 07, 2018 at 10:35 PM

“

Thanks Kelli and Carol. So many great memories growing up with the Kooyers. Kristi and I
loved hanging out together, even at all those square dances Mom and Dad went to with Jim
and Carol. Hope all is well. Laurie (Severson) Mahaney
laurie mahaney - February 07, 2018 at 11:11 PM

“

Thank you Nancy Paulson, so good to hear from you! We loved your Grandparents! Can't
believe you remember Oliver (our pet lamb). I was only 3 or 4 years old, but still remember
feeding Oliver a milk bottle I could barely hold onto. Loved that my parents loved animals.
Laurie (Severson) Mahaney
laurie mahaney - February 07, 2018 at 11:19 PM

