Lee K. Frigen
January 26, 1958 - April 11, 2018

Lee K. Frigen, age 60, died Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at Pioneer House in Fargo, ND,
under the care of Hospice of the Red River Valley following a nine-month battle with
cancer.
Lee was born January 26, 1958, at Fort Belvoir, in Alexandria, VA, the son of Kenneth and
Betty (Ekre) Frigen. In 1967, they moved to Garland, TX, where Lee graduated as
Valedictorian of North Garland High in 1976. He attended Dallas County Community
College and the University of Texas-Dallas before transferring to MSU-Moorhead, where
he received his bachelor’s degree in business.
Lee was married to Karen Stole Baker from 1990 to 2007. This marriage brought her sixyear-old son, Adam, into Lee’s life forever. The two had a shared love of baseball and Lee
enjoyed following Adam’s baseball career from tee-ball up through Fargo South, Fargo
Post 2, and then to UMD.
Lee spent his entire professional career in banking with the last 21 years at Bremer Bank
where he held positions as the Fargo Region CFO and most recently the Division CFO.
Lee retired at the end of March and was honored with a retirement celebration where
Bremer recognized his years of service and dedication to the bank and fellow employees
with the creation of the Lee K. Frigen Employee Development Fund.
The Rape and Abuse Crisis Center will recognize Lee for his Board service and ongoing
support with the naming of a Group Therapy Room in his honor.
Lee is survived by his mother, Betty Frigen, Jamestown, ND; father, Kenneth (Vicky)
Frigen, Jamestown; stepson, Adam Baker (Taylor), Seattle, WA; uncle and aunt, Donald
and Marilyn Ekre; cousins, Blaine, Brad, Brent, Blair, and Sarah Ekre and their families;
special friend, Betty Pfaff, and her granddaughter, Makayla Grace, who Lee said filled a
place in his heart that he never knew was empty and brought him great joy.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Gottlieb and Ida Frigen; and Henry and
Edna Ekre.
Friends and family will remember Lee as a man of integrity and honesty who was humble
in his charity and service to others.
A memorial service will be held Monday, April 16, 2018, at 2 PM, at Olivet Lutheran
Church in Fargo. Friends and family are invited to gather from 1 – 2 PM.
The family would like to thank the staff at Pioneer House and Hospice of the Red River
Valley for their support and wonderful care provided.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Fargo Post 2 Baseball, the Rape and Abuse
Crisis Center, or the Roger Maris Cancer Center.

Events
APR
16

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S University Dr, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

APR
16

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S University Dr, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

Lee was a colleague for many years, and I am incredibly saddened to hear of his
passing. My condolences to his loved ones.

Angi DeSpiegelaere - April 18, 2018 at 12:33 PM

“

Lee was one of the finest individuals I've had a chance to meet in my life. He was
one of the reasons I decided to stay at Bremer Bank, going on 10 years to date. Lee
was my Famous Dave's buddy, we ate there often. I always told Lee if he'd drive I'd
buy. He will truly be missed.
Dr. Joe Allen

Dr. Joe Allen - April 18, 2018 at 09:42 AM

“

Jim Helgeson lit a candle in memory of Lee K. Frigen

Jim Helgeson - April 14, 2018 at 08:22 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Vicky Frigen - April 14, 2018 at 12:26 PM

“

Lee was one of the nicest persons I knew! Lee genuinely would help out any Bremer
Bank employee with any problem or question without hesitation and did so with a
friendly smile. Many hearts are deeply saddened by the news of his passing. I will
miss his conversations about baseball and how many championship NDSU
continues to win in football. Thank you for all the heartfelt memories – God Bless!

Lynn Petersen - April 13, 2018 at 05:04 PM

“

Fargo, Fargo North and Moorhead Bremer Employees purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of Lee K. Frigen.

Fargo, Fargo North and Moorhead Bremer Employees - April 13, 2018 at 04:11 PM

“

Lee was one of the nicest persons I knew! Lee genuinely would help out any Bremer
Bank employee with any problem or question without hesitation and did so with a
friendly smile. Many hearts are deeply saddened by the news of his passing. I will
miss his conversations about baseball and how many championship NDSU
continues to win in football. Thank you for all the heartfelt memories - God bless!

Lynn Petersen - April 13, 2018 at 04:05 PM

“

It was an honor working with Lee. He was a good friend and always had time to
listen. I will always remember with a smile the times Lee would show up with his
Vegas tie and head to the teller line. I will miss him but know he's in a better place.

Sue Hoffmann - April 13, 2018 at 02:43 PM

“

Riessa Blumhagen lit a candle in memory of Lee K. Frigen

Riessa Blumhagen - April 13, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

Jodie Pennington lit a candle in memory of Lee K. Frigen

Jodie Pennington - April 13, 2018 at 10:58 AM

“

Wayne Stack lit a candle in memory of Lee K. Frigen

Wayne Stack - April 12, 2018 at 03:16 PM

“

In this business world, a genuine, sincere human being stands out. Lee was that
person at all times. There was not a person in Bremer whom I looked forward to
talking to more. Now, I look forward to speaking with him in the next world. One thing
that is for certain, Lee is in a good place with lots of baseball to watch.

Jim Sinclair - April 12, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

Lee and I were coworkers and very good friends for the last 20 years. We were both
fans of Las Vegas and Laughlin. We've shared many fun times over the years and I
will miss him so very much. My heart goes out to you at this very difficult time.

Tom Skjei - April 12, 2018 at 02:38 PM

“

Hal Wentzel lit a candle in memory of Lee K. Frigen

Hal Wentzel - April 12, 2018 at 02:11 PM

“

I enjoyed the privilege of Lee’s friendship for 21 years. A genuine friend and a very
smart, hardworking and dedicated co-worker. Until we meet again Lee.
DKN

Diane Nelson - April 12, 2018 at 11:57 AM

“

Connie Radcliffe lit a candle in memory of Lee K. Frigen

Connie Radcliffe - April 12, 2018 at 11:39 AM

“

Lee was a kind man who always had the time for others. It was an honor to work with him
at Bremer Bank. Blessed be his memory.
Connie Radcliffe - April 12, 2018 at 11:41 AM

“

Bruce and I were so very blessed to call Lee our long time neighbor...
It is the simple things in life that add so much joy to an ordinary day-endless visits at the
mailbox, end of the driveway or out in the yards.
He always had a warm smile and wave to share regardless when we would all be leaving
for early morning work meetings or coming home after late days.
Lifetime neighbors are a gift and Lee is a neighbor and friend we will always treasure.
Bruce and Pat Leonard
PS-CoCo will look for you every single day with the hopes she will see you for a pet or a
ball toss. Loyalty to a good buddy is forever.
Bruce and Pat Leonard - April 13, 2018 at 06:38 PM

“

Betty, so very sorry for your loss. I have fun memories of Lee and playing many many
games in our childhood years. God bless and comfort you. Pennie Cheatham Childre
Pennie Childre - April 14, 2018 at 07:43 AM

“

Our entire family has been saddened with Lee's passing and his illness over the past year.
Lee was such an easy person to be around and I enjoyed getting to know him over the
years when I would visit my sister, Betty Pfaff and her family. Unfortunately, the bad
weather in the Cities has changed our travel plans to be there, but our thoughts and
prayers are with you.
Kathy Gramsey - April 15, 2018 at 07:30 PM

