Kenneth W. Johnson
March 27, 1951 - October 17, 2021

To join Ken's family and friends for his Funeral Service please click on the following link: ht
tps://portal.midweststreams.com/services/watch/K4Xf6Z0TE6
Kenneth W. Johnson, 70, of West Fargo, ND, passed away Sunday, October 17, 2021, in
Sanford on Broadway, Fargo, ND.
Kenneth Wayne Johnson was born March 27, 1951, in Valley City, ND, the son of Merrill a
nd Agnes (Brown) Johnson. He was raised in Tower City, ND, where he graduated from hi
gh school in 1969. After high school he attended the North Dakota State School of Scienc
e in Wahpeton, ND, where he received a degree in Business. He then went on to serve in
the U.S. Navy, before returning home to North Dakota.
Ken was united in marriage to Judy Smith on August 22, 1975, in The Lutheran Church of
Christ The King in Moorhead, MN. They were blessed with two amazing sons, Kristopher
and Nicholas. Ken and Judy made their home in West Fargo, where they raised their two
boys.
Ken’s amazing personality and ability to relate to others made him an excellent salesman.
He worked various sales jobs over the years and through Ken Johnson Calendars sold ad
vertising to local businesses to provide poster-size sports calendars for high schools in ma
ny North Dakota communities. He finished his career at Corwin Honda in Fargo, retiring in
2016.
Ken enjoyed collecting coins and sports cards. He spent his free time fishing or metal dete
cting with his boys. If he was not at the lake fishing, he was digging for buried treasure. He
also enjoyed going to the horse races at the North Dakota Horse Park when the ponies we
re in town. He was an avid sports fan, especially football and golf, and loved his Pittsburgh
Steelers.
Ken was quick-witted with an extraordinary sense of humor. He always had a joke to shar

e to bring out laughter. He had a heart of gold and was a devoted husband and father with
a great love for his family and friends.
He is survived by his wife, Judy, West Fargo; son, Kristopher, West Fargo; sisters, Beverly
Gullett, Clinton, MT, Maxine Croegaert, Dallas, TX, and Mavis (Tom) Stearns, West Fargo;
mother-in-law, Frances “Oma” Smith, Moorhead; and many nieces, nephews, great-nephe
ws, and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents; father-in-law, Billy Smith; son, Nicholas; and sist
er, Sandra Laney.
Special thanks to Dr. Clark and the nurses and staff of the Sanford 4-East Covid Unit, to S
anford Roger Maris Cancer Center staff and nurses, along with Dr. Gerald Gross, Jennifer
Hoffmann, NP, and Dr. Dennis Bier for their loving care.
A Visitation for Kenneth will begin Saturday, October 23, 2021, at 1:00 PM, followed by his
Funeral Service at 2:00 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead, MN. Burial will be Rive
rside Cemetery, Fargo, ND.
Masks will also be required for those in attendance.
(Korsmo Funeral and Cremation Service, Moorhead, MN)
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - October 22, 2021 at 05:21 PM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - October 22, 2021 at 04:31 PM

“

97 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - October 22, 2021 at 04:29 PM

“

Judy and Chris,
My heart breaks for your family. Ken was such a great man! He had such a huge
personality that drew others to him. I loved growing up next to your family. I know
Ken is in heaven with Nicky with the biggest smile on his face and feeling the love of
all the ones he had lost. May you find peace knowing that he is in good hands.
Love you guys,
Stacy Senske (Koglin)

Stacy Senske - October 22, 2021 at 12:06 PM

“

Judy, Chris, and Family,
We will miss our friend and neighbor of 30 plus years. His smile was as BIG as his
heart! It is hard to pick one memory to share because there were so many. How
blessed we were to have had Ken in our lives. May god comfort your grieving heart
knowing that Ken is without pain and is embraced with Nicky all of his loved ones in
Heaven. Rest in peace Ken.
"When you pass through the waters , I'll be with you." Isaiah 43:2
Jan and Art Koglin

Stacy Senske - October 22, 2021 at 11:56 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Kenneth W. Johnson.

October 21, 2021 at 09:55 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kenneth W. Johnson.

October 20, 2021 at 09:47 PM

“

Ken was a classmate of mine in Tower City. I am so sad to hear about his passing.
We were classmates throughout all of our school years and we were in Luther
League and confirmation together, as well. He was a terrific person. My sincere
sympathy to his family.

Diana Hanson - October 20, 2021 at 09:01 PM

“

Judy, Kris, and all family. I am so sorry to hear of Ken's passing, He truly was a
special person. When I bought me Honda from him and went to pick it up he was so
gracious and had a wonderful conversation with Dad as he had brought me to
Corwin to pick it up. Ken treated us like family. I also enjoyed any time spent with him
either at Dave's lake place, Kathy's holiday parties, or when I brought my Honda to
Fargo to be serviced. I feel blessed to have know him. Hugs, love and prayer for you
all.
Debbie

Debbie Ouellette Kroshus - October 20, 2021 at 05:17 PM

“

Cousin Mark Johnson informed me of Kenny’s passing. Sad to hear this. Haven’t
seen him for years but have fond memories him growing up in the Tower City- Buffalo
area and family get togethers. He was a caring guy with a great personality.

Dick Pribbernow - October 20, 2021 at 03:20 PM

“

Dear Kris and Family- We have you in our thoughts and prayers, we hope some
peace will find you in these coming days. Love from your Moorhead Billiards Family.

Casidy Heilman - October 20, 2021 at 01:50 PM

“

Ken was such a nice guy! I really enjoyed working with him. He always had a joke to
tell. Our thoughts and prayers to the family during this difficult time.
Cathy and Kevin Brown

Cathy Brown - October 20, 2021 at 12:27 PM

“

To the family of Ken Johnson…. My heart goes out to you Judy and Chris! Was so
sad to hear of Kens passing! I was honored that he called me just a couple of days
ago! He was my go to man at Corwins when I was in need of a new car! He sold me
my first Honda in 2012! I have since owned nothing but Honda’s! He was an absolute
kind and wonderful man to deal with! When I herd that he had got cancer and that it
lead to his retirement… I was so sad for that! Thought of him every time I’d walk into
Corwins and would always tell the salesman of my great experience I had with Ken!
And how I missed seeing him there!
Ken you will be so missed by so many! Eric always thought very highly of you as
well! And my daughter Sheila was always a happy customer of yours as well!
Fly high Ken…. Heaven has a new angel! And thanks for the phone call the other
night! Was so honored you called me! RIP my friend!

Renee McPherson - October 19, 2021 at 08:22 PM

