Edward A. Sellent
May 11, 1924 - May 24, 2020

Edward A. Sellent, 96, of Moorhead, MN, died Sunday, May 24, 2020, at Essentia Hospital
in Fargo, ND
Edward Arthur Sellent was born May 11, 1924 in Addison, ND, to Eduard and Amanda
(Liebenow) Sellent. He grew up in Everest, ND, graduated from Casselton High School in
1941, and earned his Bachelor of Science degree from North Dakota Agricultural College
in 1951.
As a young man, Ed served in the Army as a radio repair man and was stationed at Ft.
Leonardwood, MO. While older than the average student, Ed then went on to earn his
degree in Mathematics & Science. Ed’s first teaching job was in Hallock, MN, where he
met fellow teacher and future wife, Barbara Fankhanel. Ed and Barb were married on
June 12, 1953, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Sabin, MN. Ed built their family home in
Sabin by himself, often referring to construction manuals to learn how. He and Barb would
live in that same house, where they raised their five children, until they moved to
Moorhead in 2011. Ed served on the Sabin City Council for 16 years.
A teacher in Moorhead for almost 30 years, Ed taught Ninth Grade Algebra to thousands
of students. It seemed he couldn’t go anywhere without running into a student. He retired
from teaching in 1981.
Much to Barb’s dismay, they purchased a farm in 1965, the same year their youngest child
was born. Ed had always wanted to get back to farming. It wasn’t a money maker,
however there was always fresh produce to eat, tons (literally tons) of pumpkins to sell to
the local grocery store in the fall and a place where all were welcome to come and sit on
the front porch. Everyone was surprised when they sold the farm when Ed retired. He
decided it was time to pursue his other passion of going to auction sales and buying and
selling antique tools. He loved getting a bargain and turning it into a profit, although
visiting with his auction sale friends was just as good. Ed loved to visit and share stories.
Ed was preceded in death by his loving wife, Barb; and two sons, Edward and Jim. He is
survived by three of his children, Barb Moses, San Diego, CA, Carl (Barb) Sellent, San
Diego, and Steve (Nadine Hillesheim) Sellent, Moorhead; daughter-in-law, Carol (Dennis
Bollinger) Sellent, West Fargo, ND; five grandchildren, Amanda (Nick) Dablow, Kristin
Sellent, William Sellent, Jordan (Brittney Just) Klovstad, and Joni (Tyler) Hjalmquist.

A private family service will be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2020, with private burial to follow
at Trinity Lutheran Cemetery, Sabin. A video of the service will be available later at
www.korsmofuneralservice.com
The family requests any memorials be sent to Ed’s favorite charity, Great Plains Food
Bank, or a local food pantry.

Cemetery
Trinity Lutheran Cemetery
Sabin, MN, 56580

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - May 27, 2020 at 12:19 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to the family. He was one of my favorite teachers at south junior
high.

Randi Bernard - June 08, 2020 at 02:10 PM

“

I remember Mr. Sellent from South Jr. High. When you remember your teachers from
45 years ago it is sure sign they had a positive impact on their students. RIP Mr.
Sellect and condolences to the family.
Ann Schmidt

Ann Schmidt - June 03, 2020 at 02:16 PM

“

Mr.Sellent was my 9th grade algebra teacher for the 1961-62 school year at South Jr.
High School in Moorhead. He was a huge influence in my desire to become a
teacher. He was a gentleman in every way, impeccably dressed and respectful of
every student. He was calm and supremely organized, picking and choosing when to
use humor when we least expected it. In 1969, I was hired to teach English at the
same school, so I became a colleague of Ed's. He was the same man in the
teacher's lounge as he was in the classroom. He was a role model for thousands of
us. My sympathies to the Sellent family.
Mark Kolstad - Fargo, ND

Mark Kolstad - May 27, 2020 at 08:33 PM

“

Many years ago I was a student in Mister Sellents algebra class. A joke or two and
then the learning started. He made learning fun. He had a way of teaching that made
it so easy to learn. He was the best teacher I have ever had. Forever grateful for him
and God bless.

Gordon Nyquist - May 27, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

Beautiful video!! Will never forget Mr. or Mrs. Sellent. They were truly the kindest
people I had the pleasure of spending time with. May your entire family find comfort
and peace in the memories you have of Ed. My sincerest sympathy and love - Amy
Rasmussen

Amy Rasmussen - May 26, 2020 at 09:03 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Korsmo Funeral Service - May 26, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

I had Mr Sellent for 9th grade algebra. He was my favorite teacher and made algebra
fun. He also demonstrated great love for his students, was always patient and kind
and had a cute, funny and or corny joke for us every day. I will remember him
always...hugs and prayers to his family.

Candace Allen - May 26, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

I remember Ed so well working with him in the math department at South Junior
High. You made it to a ripe old age Ed. Good for you. Thanks for the memories.
Shirley Swenson

Shirley Swenson - May 26, 2020 at 12:11 PM

“

Sincere condolences to the family of Ed Sellent. He was quite the entrepreneur and
to live to 96 years is remarkable. He certainly left a wonderful legacy through his
children and grandchildren. Enjoy the memories of your precious time together.
Jill Berg
Spherion

Jill Berg - May 26, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to the Sellent Family. I was a very young tag along with
Grandpa Frank Liebenow to visit Barb and Ed in Sabin as well as visiting Aunt
"Mandy" in Everest with Grandpa. They were so sweet and welcoming. Great
memories!!!
Pam Liebenow (daughter of Franklin)

Pam Liebenow - May 25, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“

i'm a Metro Senior Ride driver.I took Ed to many appointments at Essentia and after his
medical appointment we needed to make a quick stop at Casey's Station on
University,nearest the clinic. I think he needed a candy fix. i'll miss his stories.
david bratsch - May 26, 2020 at 09:33 AM

“

“

Thank you David- Those rides were a life saver for Ed to be able to feel independent
Nadine Hillesheim - May 26, 2020 at 08:47 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Edward A. Sellent.

May 25, 2020 at 12:26 PM

.

“

Ed was a dear friend and wonderful teacher. I had the privilege of being a colleague
of Ed at South Junior High. He was a true gentleman, and those of us who had the
honor of knowing Ed are better persons because of him. Rest in peace, dear Ed.

Wayne Ingersoll - May 24, 2020 at 07:06 PM

“

Ed was a wonderful friend and teacher. I also had the privilege of being a colleague
of Ed's at South Junior High. Ed was a true gentleman. Those who have known Ed
are better persons because of him. He will be missed by all. Rest in peace, dear Ed.
Wayne Ingersoll

Wayne Ingersoll - May 24, 2020 at 07:01 PM

“

I am honored to have recently visited both Ed and the towns that were important to
him. My prayers go out to Barb and the entire family. What an incredible life...he
touched so many souls...including mine. God Bless!

Pamela Mather - May 24, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

Sad to hear of Mr. Sellent's passing. He was a fine person and I have many fond
memories of Ed from growing up around the Sellent family.

Roger Olson - May 24, 2020 at 03:43 PM

