Earl M. Lee
August 23, 1927 - January 15, 2020

Earl M. Lee, 92, of Moorhead, MN, died peacefully Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at
River Pointe of Moorhead.
Earl, the son of Orvin and Edna (Pederson) Lee, was born on the family farm in Nome,
ND, on August 23, 1927. The family moved to Moorhead, where Earl received his
education. At the age of 17, he entered the US Navy, and faithfully served in the Pacific
Theatre of war, where he conquered his fears and survived typhoons and seasickness.
After his discharge from the Navy in 1946, Earl returned to Moorhead, where he attended
and graduated from Concordia College. While at Concordia, he met his true love, Jean
Knecht. They were married on Dec. 30, 1949, in Bismarck, ND. They made their home in
Moorhead.
Earl was a strong cheerleader for his hometown, where he was active in numerous
organizations such as the “Y’s Men” and his church, Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd. He was a salesman his entire life, with real estate sales being his favorite,
because he enjoyed helping families find the perfect home. Earl had a passion for playing
racquetball. He spent many noon hours on the “challenge court” of the YMCA, enjoying
the camaraderie and competition.
Earl was preceded in death by his dear wife, Jean, who died in 1999. He is survived by his
six children, Karen (Gerry) Glancy, Lakewood, CO, Jennifer (Karl) Forsberg, Eagan, MN,
Sarah (Russell) Asleson, Colorado Springs, CO, Gretchen (Edward) Van Vlaenderen,
Moorhead, Douglas Lee, Fargo, ND, and Christopher Lee, Moorhead; 10 grandchildren,
Mike Zahlen, Jeff (Charlie) Zahlen, Kirsten (Scott) McCorvey, Rachel Asleson, Andy
Forsberg, Sarah Forsberg, Alex Van Vlaenderen, Max Van Vlaenderen, Keegan Lee, and
Jeana Lee; and five great grandchildren, Carlee Zahlen, Hunter Zahlen, Klara McCorvey,
Thomas Forsberg, and Katherine McCorvey.
Visitation for Earl will be Monday, Jan. 20, 2020, from 5 PM to 7 PM, with a prayer service

at 7 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead. His funeral will be Tuesday, at 11 AM, in
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Moorhead.
Earl, loving father, grandfather, great-grandfather, loyal friend to many, proud veteran of
WW II, and humble servant and faithful son to God, has left his earthly shell to be joined to
his dearly departed wife.
Memorials preferred to Good Shepherd Helping Hands.
Arrangements by Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead.
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Comments

“

My sympathies to Earl's family. I have vivid memories of vigorous racquetball
matches with Earl and my uncles, Phil Seljevold and Gene Huber. I learned a lot in
those beatings and Earl always made the encounter enjoyable -- just as he did every
time I'd run into him at Good Shepherd on periodic visits to Moorhead. His kindness,
smile and laugh are indelibly etched into my memory. A life well-played by a good
and faithful servant. Rest in peace.

Ronn Seim - January 22, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear about your dad’s death. He was a good man. I remember the
fun times when your family visited us at Lake Crystal and we spent the day
waterskiing and tubing. My husband, Perry, also remembers how he was handily
beaten in a game of racquetball by someone 20 years older! Our condolences to
your family. Earl will be missed.
Beth (Sebelius) Hanson

beth hanson - January 21, 2020 at 02:56 PM

“

Earl was a mentor to many of us racquetball players at the Y . Always was in good
cheer & the epitome of good sportsmanship . He introduced the sport of Smacketball
- a cross between handball & racquetball at the Y & even came down to Detroit
Lakes for a Smacketball clinic . Condolences to Earl's family- he w/b missed . Bruce
Imholte-Detroit Lakes

Bruce Imholte - January 20, 2020 at 06:11 PM

“

I haven't seen Earl in many years, but I haven't forgotten him. I am Gretchen's "little
sister" from the Big Brother Big Sister program (back in the 80s). She would often
bring me to Earl & Jean's house for dinners or gatherings. I always had so much fun
there and I remember well how Earl treated me, the same as his grandkids. He was
like a grandpa to me! Years later, he remembered me when I bumped into him during
my college years. He was still as sweet and kind to me as when I was a little girl. He
will be greatly missed by anyone who knew him. May your family find comfort and
good memories during this sad time.

Tia Braseth - January 20, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

I am sad to learn that Earl has passed away. When my family moved to Moorhead
from Seattle Earl helped us find a house and was my first Sunday School teacher at
Good Shepherd. He was also a neighbor of ours. Blessings on his memory. Cynthia
(Mjelde) and Gary Nolte.

Cynthia and Gary Nolte - January 20, 2020 at 11:57 AM

“

Sending your family hugs on the loss of your dear Father Earl. Ken & Jann LaDuke

Ken LaDuke - January 20, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

Sorry to learn of Earl's passing. He was a great guy! I always enjoyed visits with Earl
at Good Shepherd & Spuds athletic contests. My thoughts & prayers are with the Lee
family.
Dean Atchison

Dean Atchison - January 19, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Earl's passing. He was a cousin of our dad's, but
always thought of him as an uncle- ! He was such a gentle & kind man & will be
missed. It was such a great joy to me that the "six Fergus Falls Lee kids" were able
to be with him as he celebrated his 90th birthday! So many fond memories of trips
made to Moorhead to visit "uncle" Earl, Jean, the "six Moorhead Lee kids" & Orvin &
Edna-fun memories! Brad & I send our sincere sympathy & our hearts, thoughts &
prayers are with all of you! With much love-Dawn (Lee) Laager

Dawn (Lee) Laager - January 18, 2020 at 10:29 PM

“

Gretchen and family, our memories of Earl are wonderful. So surprised when we found out
he was your Dad! Prayers your way.
Bill and Jane Bergland
jane bergland - January 19, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

We were in Moorhead on business when Earl's obituary was published and feel
fortunate to be able to share how much he will be missed. WHAT a competitor! I
couldn't keep up with him in a game of racquetball though I was 25 years younger.
His out reach to one of the YMCA employees will never be forgotten, his patience
and care to help this man become more mobile and play racquetball once again. I
was fortunate to know him.
Peace and Blessings to the Family of Earl Lee.
Jim & Mary Dickinson
Inver Grove Heights, MN

Jim Dickinson - January 18, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Shane lit a candle in memory of Earl M. Lee

shane - January 18, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Earl M. Lee.

January 18, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

I always enjoyed playing racquetball with Earl. He was a true gentleman on the court.
Jeff Lee
Las Vegas, Nevada

Jeff lee - January 18, 2020 at 02:24 AM

“

I was so sad to hear of "Uncle Earl's" passing....Although we always referred to him
as our Uncle, he was our Dad's cousin. I have so many good memories of time spent
in Moorhead at Earl and Jean's with Orvin and Edna living right next door! So glad
my siblings and I all made the trip to Moorhead to celebrate Earl's 90th birthday a
couple of years ago. Such a good man....My thoughts are with you all...Linda Lee
Norman

Linda Norman - January 17, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

Linda Norman lit a candle in memory of Earl M. Lee

Linda Norman - January 17, 2020 at 08:43 PM

“

Frey's lit a candle in memory of Earl M. Lee

Frey's - January 17, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

The Frey Family lit a candle in memory of Earl M. Lee

The Frey Family - January 17, 2020 at 12:57 PM

“

Kelly & Karis Walstad purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Earl M.
Lee.

Kelly & Karis Walstad - January 17, 2020 at 10:38 AM

