Donald C. Johnson
April 3, 1931 - September 29, 2019

Donald Clark Johnson, age 88, of Fargo, ND, was gathered into the loving arms of his
Savior and brought to his heavenly home on Sunday, September 29, 2019.
Don was born on April 3, 1931, in Oakes, ND, to Harvey R. Johnson and Lena (Mary
Magdalena Herr) Johnson. He grew up on the family farm in Marshall County, SD, where
he learned the value of continual learning, hard work, and faith in Jesus Christ. These
values clearly only grew with every year of his life. He had a servant’s heart, always ready
to help others. He served his family, his friends, his church, and his community through the
township board, church board, teaching Sunday School, leading the youth group, and
Bible studies.
When Don was 18, he upgraded his private pilot’s license to a commercial pilot’s license
and he purchased an airplane, showing his preference for being in the air. He used his
Luscombe for everything from travel to farming, using its skis to bring the cream to the
creamery and landing on the nearby slough when the roads were not easily navigated in
the winter. He enjoyed piloting a plane for many years and kept reading and learning
about aviation the rest of his life.
To serve his country, Don entered the Army in April of 1953 and served until April of 1956,
during the Korean Conflict. Following this commitment, he returned to South Dakota to
farm. Soon after, he married the love of his life, Melva (Nygaard) on June 21, 1958. They
welcomed two daughters, Lori and Lila. Over the next many years, they raised their farm
girls, never minding traditional family roles. Everyone helped with the vacuuming,
everyone cooked, everyone farmed. Sprinkled throughout lots of hard work were
countless family outings, picnics in the north pasture, as much travel as time allowed, and
always a focus on spiritual growth. He was a serious steward of the earth and believed in
the loving and humane care of animals. Don’s favorite part of machinery breakdowns was
the opportunity it presented for making tools and designing jigs to make parts to fix it. He
repaired many neighbors’ machines, as well. He was an expert welder and took the time
to teach his daughters the skill of laying a smooth bead with a welding rod or the soldering

iron. He took the same care in repairing everything from necklace chains to tractors and
other farm machinery.
Don and Melva moved to Fargo in 1985, where he worked in research and development
for Webb Enterprises in West Fargo. Following retirement, he continued to design and
build as long as he could.
Don had a great love for his family. He enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and
in recent years, two great-granddaughters. He was always supportive in every endeavor
they showed interest in, among others, trapping gophers and building stone bird houses.
Don is survived by his wife, Melva; his daughters and their husbands, Lori and Greg
Krause and Lila and Roy Hervey; his grandchildren, Jamin Krause, Hannah (Joel)
Witthoeft, Sarah Hervey (Taylor Kramer), and Sam (Kayla Michelson); his greatgranddaughters, Renee Hervey and Emma Witthoeft; his brother, Walton; his sister,
Delores, and brother-in law, Stan Thompson; his sister-in-law, Nila, and brother-in-law,
George Stewart; nieces and nephews, Geoffrey Thompson, Peter Thompson, Roger
Johnson, Kenneth Thompson, Gregg Stewart, Ron Johnson, Philip Thompson, Scott
Stewart, Candace Kittilson, Susan Thompson, and their families. He was preceded in
death by his parents, an infant brother, and his sister-in-law, Marlys Johnson.
Celebrations of this wonderful man’s life will take place with visitation, Friday, October 4,
2019, at 6:00 p.m. with a service at 7:00 p.m. followed by the memorial service on
Saturday, October 5, 2019, at 10:00 a.m., both at Triumph Lutheran Brethren West in
West Fargo. Interment of cremated remains will take place at Rose Hill cemetery,
Langford, SD, at 3:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon.
Don will long be loved and remembered for his loving kindness, his mediocre jokes, his
vast knowledge, and most importantly, his incredible faith in God.
Arrangements by Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN.

Events
OCT
4

Gathering of Friends 06:00PM - 07:00PM
Triumph (West) Lutheran Brethren Church
3745 Sheyenne Street, West Fargo, ND, US

OCT
4

Prayer Service

07:00PM

Triumph (West) Lutheran Brethren Church
3745 Sheyenne Street, West Fargo, ND, US

OCT
5

Life Celebration Service

10:00AM

Triumph (West) Lutheran Brethren Church
3745 Sheyenne Street, West Fargo, ND, US

Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers to the family of Don. When ever I saw him, he was always
so sweet, that one could only hope for the best for him. He will surely be missed.
Colleen Anderson

Colleen Anderson - October 07 at 01:12 PM

“

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. And Mrs. Johnson because they lived across the
street from my grandparents. This family has always had open arms and been
always willing to share knowledge and their company. I'm thankful that I had the
opportunity to meet and share these moments with Mr. Johnson. I will forever be
grateful for his kindness and never forget the impression this great man has left on
me. I wish your family the best in your loss. I'm sorry I could not make it to his
services but wanted to let you know what you already know... that Mr. Johnson was a
kind, thoughtful and softhearted man that I will never forget. I'm am forever filled with
gratitude that I have the memories of things that he taught us as children in and
around his shop. Mr. Johnson, may you rest in peace.

Nathan Saye - October 05 at 10:56 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Donald C. Johnson.

October 03 at 08:26 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Donald C. Johnson.

October 03 at 12:01 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Donald C. Johnson.

October 02 at 07:33 PM

“

Don showed me the technique to casterate baby pigs he designed a holder to hold
the pigs so it could be a one person operation. Don and I shared the same Birthday.
May he Rest In Peace

Faye Boucher - October 01 at 11:37 PM

