Charles N. Lillibridge
November 26, 1928 - February 5, 2019

Charles Newell Lillibridge, the son of Russell and Metha (Raguse) Lillibridge, was born in
Wahpeton, ND, on Nov. 26, 1928. He first lived on the family farm near Rothsay, MN, and
as a young boy he moved to Wahpeton, where he grew up and graduated from high
school in 1946.
As a young man, Charles served in the US Army. He later attended West Point Military
Academy for two years. After his service, he returned to Wahpeton, where he attended
North Dakota State School of Science. He also formed a band, which played for many
dances in the area. After finishing at NDSSS, he began working for the Great Northern
Railroad.
On August 7, 1960, Charles married Alvina Stone at Bethel Lutheran Church in Wahpeton.
They made their home in Fargo, ND, and Charles continued to work for the railroad. He
also attended Moorhead State Teacher’s College, where he graduated in 1964. Following
graduation, Charles quit his railroad job and began teaching third and fourth grades in
Dilworth, MN. He retired in 1990.
In 1964, Charles and Alvina also opened Lillibridge’s Maple Beach Resort on Loon Lake,
near Vergas, MN. They have continued to own and operate the resort and have built a
beautiful facility and a loyal customer following. Many great memories were made at the
lake. In the winters, Alvina and Charles traveled extensively including Mexico and South
America.
Charles died on Tuesday, February 5, 2019, in Essentia Health, Fargo, at the age of 90.
He is survived by his wife, Alvina, Fargo; a brother, Dr. Lee (Marlene) Kochenderfer, of
Maple Grove, MN; a nephew, Dr. Robert (Lynette) Kochenderfer; nieces, Susan (Scott)
Batholomew and Dr. Nancy (Erick) Olsen; 10 great-nieces and nephews; and two greatgreat-nieces.

Visitation for Charles will be Sunday, Feb. 10, 2019, from 2 PM until 3 PM, in Korsmo
Funeral Chapel, Moorhead. The funeral will be Sunday at 3 PM, also in Korsmo Funeral
Chapel. Charles will be buried in Riverside Cemetery, Fargo.

Events
FEB
10

Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

FEB
10

Funeral Service

03:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

Comments

“

Alvina, our love and prayers for you: we cherish the memories of Charles and you at
your resort and in Vergas. You two were always filled with fun and energy, and were
good to Mom and all of our family.
God's Blessings, Pete and Connie Lindberg family

connie lindberg - February 15, 2019 at 08:43 AM

“

Alvina we were so saddened to hear of Charles's passing. You are in our thoughts
and prayers. He was a great man, and we have so many fond summer memories
spent at Lillibridges. Love to you.
Dean, Marlene, Kelli, and Brad Smith
Aidan, Ethan, and Kaitlyn

Kelli Smith - February 12, 2019 at 04:28 PM

“

He was a great teacher I enjoyed being in his class. Rest in peace Mr. Lillibridge.

Jessica oliphant - February 12, 2019 at 12:18 PM

“

Rochelle Else lit a candle in memory of Charles N. Lillibridge

Rochelle Else - February 10, 2019 at 09:08 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family. He was my favorite teacher and a great man.
Rest in peace.

Cindy Underdahl-Uline - February 10, 2019 at 07:17 PM

“

Alvin, So Sorry to hear that Charles passed away. My father worked with him at
Dilworth Elementry. He was a amazing person.
We enjoyed all the memories at the cabins.
Morris Family (Steven & April)

April Morris - February 10, 2019 at 06:51 PM

“

Mr. Lillibridge (Charlie) taught 5th grade when I was his student. During the morning
lunch count, he would always tell us that they were serving "liver & onions" for lunch,
which always got a reaction from the class. He was well liked and will be fondly
remembered by many.
Brian Norberg
Class of 1976
Dilworth

BRIAN NORBERG - February 10, 2019 at 11:55 AM

“

Alvina, Sorry to hear about Charlie's passing. God bless you and your family.
Michelle (Antonsen) Archer, Brian and Aidan Archer

Michelle Archer - February 09, 2019 at 09:04 PM

“

I'm so sorry to learn of Charles's passing. I met Charles and his wife when I was a
UPS driver delivering to his mother Metha at the downtown Highrise. Later I also
delivered to his house and saw Charles working on his Rental properties that he and
Alvina owned. Charles would always talk about the many cars that he had and
collected. My deepest condolences to the family and friends of Charles. I'll have you
in my thoughts and prayers. Take care and God Bless. RIP Charles.

Ingo Keller - February 09, 2019 at 07:02 PM

“

Hello Alvina. My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time. I will always
remember Charles with his great sense of humor and his smile. I loved all the
postcards from your travels and adventures. Take care. Love Barb Anton

barb anton - February 09, 2019 at 06:48 PM

“

So sad, seeing how time flys by...he was Melissa's teacher....she really enjoyed him.
He brought many memories to Dilworth Elementary

Pam Buschette-Cottrell - February 09, 2019 at 04:04 PM

“

Alvina, Sorry to see Charles passing in the Forum. You were my brothers ( David
James) first grade teacher in Wahpeton .David passed away 4 years ago. I
remember you and your mother walking on Dakota Ave. Also, coming to the Del Rio
(which my parents owned) for lunch. Also remember you and Charles riding in that
white convertible down Dakota Ave.
My husband Gordon and I live in Fargo. We have been here for 27 years .Getting
ready for the next phase of our life as we are downsizing. We plan to buy a small
condo so all the outside work is done for us. We have two sons in Fargo, but they
have their own things to do. Although, they are good to come and help us.
With sympathy,
Leanna James Hudson

Leanna Hudson - February 09, 2019 at 03:16 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Charles N. Lillibridge.

February 09, 2019 at 09:27 AM

“

My favorite teacher. He was the best.

Debbie Cumming Tohm - February 09, 2019 at 04:42 AM

“

I ,too, had Mr. Lillibridge for a fourth grade teacher. He was also the first male
teacher I had, and I liked him from the start. I looked forward to what each day had in
store for us ~ as he was adventurous and silly ~ just like us. I would also watch him
eat while vividly describing the toad-leg sandwich in his hands. He taught me how to
balance his famous stick, and when it was time to clean our desks he would tip the
desks just enough so that everything would slowly slide onto our laps, and then on
the floor.
Most of all—we knew he cared about us. He made us laugh & treated us very well.
He would give the extra pat on the back when we accomplished something little or
large—it didn’t matter. I had excellent teachers at Dilworth Elementary School & H.S.,
and he made a lasting positive impact on me. He must have...because now I’m a
fourth grade teacher at Dilworth Elementary.
My thoughts and prayers are with you~

Kathy (Peterson) Thygeson - February 08, 2019 at 09:32 PM

“

Kathy Peterson-Thygeson lit a candle in memory of Charles N. Lillibridge

Kathy Peterson-Thygeson - February 08, 2019 at 09:00 PM

“

Mr. Lillibridge was my 4th grade teacher. That was a very tough time in life as my
mom was diagnosed with cancer. He was very concerned about me and took time to
check in with me to take sure I was doing ok. I remember him putting a little bunch of
flowers in my desk. He was tough with us but I can now see what a big heart he had,
I became a teacher as well. Condolences to his family. Lea Geis (Palmer)

Lea Geis (Palmer) - February 08, 2019 at 08:39 PM

“

Will fondly remember Charles & you driving around Vergas in that vintage red/white
convertible. Our deepest sympathy. Darlene & Fuzz Carlisle
Darlene Carlisle - February 10, 2019 at 08:27 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear this, he was a great teacher in dilworth school.

Kathy - February 08, 2019 at 06:42 PM

“

Charlie was like a father to me for more than 10 years. I will always remember my
first day of work for Charlie. The first words out his mouth was “so what’s your story”.
He kind of scared me, but not for long. I soon realized that he was trying to be funny.
From that moment on the stories of Charlie began. Charlie was still able to get
around fairly well and he would follow me from cabin to cabin, telling me just what to
do along with a personal life story of his. Charlie and I grew to have a very special
bond. I miss Charlie very much and I will forever carry his love, memory and stories
in my heart. Fly high with the angels Charlie.

Leia Fogel - February 08, 2019 at 06:05 PM

“

Dear Alvina, so very sorry to hear about Charles. The world has dimmed a little with
his passing. We will miss his stories and we will miss him. May God strengthen you
during this time. We love you and will keep you in our prayers.
Big hugs from us both.
Tom and Sondra Schwehn

Tom and Sondra Schwehn - February 08, 2019 at 05:37 PM

“

Alvina, we are so sorry to hear that Charles passed away. We are glad that we got to
see both of you at the lake this past summer. We are thinking of you. We all have so
many happy memories of summertime vacations at your resort...one of our favorite
places...he is a big part of all those memories. He always asked about our family,
and he was so fun to visit with. We send our condolences and prayers for peace.
Hugs to you.
Dianna and Mark Pollert and family

Dianna Pollert - February 08, 2019 at 02:31 PM

“

I too was a student of his 3rd grade class. I remember him fondly and remember the hand
shakes Miranda described. May he rest in peace. My condolences to the whole family.
Robyn - February 08, 2019 at 08:56 PM

“

Alvina, thinking of you daily, anything you need I'm here

Marie Roland - February 08, 2019 at 01:56 PM

“

Alvina,
Our Sincere Condolences for your Loss. Charles was a special encouragement to
me, as were you were, in your support to me during my college years at Moorhead
State. Also good memories of our visit to Loon Lake when we were in Minnesota a
few years ago.
Myron & Marci Saterbak

myron m saterbak - February 08, 2019 at 01:43 PM

“

I was a student of Charles'. My first male teacher. I must say I was a little scared of
him at first. Especially since he told me that he ate frog leg sandwiches. He nick
named me Hientzie. He had may nick names for his students. Not sure how that
came to be. I know he had my older sister in class years before me, and called her
the same thing. I was a talker and was easily distracted. He put my desk right next to
his. Like a good teachers he recognized that I needed that. I remember in class he
always shook our hands and would grind our fingers together, not to be painful but
sometimes uncomfortable but he always got our attention. Many of us would always
want to shake his hand. There were many teachers that I liked throughout my life but
I will never forget him. He was one of those teachers that as the years went by. We
still went back to visit his classroom. We sure will always remember you. RIP.

Miranda Hanson - February 08, 2019 at 12:53 PM

“

Alvina,
DeAnne and I were shocked that you lost Charles this week. We knew he was in
failing health and your logic about the hand surgeries is probably spot on. I'm sure
that many of your friends posting on this page have known you much longer than the
20 years we have. We were truly happy knowing him and can see him hopping into a
red and white Corvette convertible and speeding through the pearly gates. He will
truly be missed. If there is anything we can do or that you need, please don't
hesitate.

Mark Mason - February 08, 2019 at 10:04 AM

“

Mr. Lillibridge was my 4th grade teacher. He was the kind of teacher that I needed at
that time. He was strict with me when he needed to be but funny and kind too! I
remember him making me stay after school to clean out my messy desk but what I
remember more was that he sat in the classroom with me and told funny stories
while I did it. His nickname for me was RePete because there were two kids in class
with the last name of Peterson! Thank you Mr. Lillibridge for one of the few positive
memories I have of my years at Dilworth Elementary! To the family, I wish you peace
in this time of grief. So sorry for your loss.

Kate Streifel (formerly Peterson) - February 08, 2019 at 09:37 AM

“

Lynne Swanson Mohler lit a candle in memory of Charles N. Lillibridge

Lynne Swanson Mohler - February 08, 2019 at 01:31 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Charles N.
Lillibridge.

February 07, 2019 at 10:55 PM

“

Some of my best childhood memories are of summertimes spent on Loon Lake.
Charles was always such a big part of that with his humor and skill at being "the
character". Rest in peace, Charlie, and love to Alvina. Jill Vander Maten

Jill Vander Maten - February 07, 2019 at 10:01 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Unfortunately I hadn't spoken with Charlie for a few
months, but I always enjoyed our phone calls. He always made me laugh when he
ended every conversation by telling me to "write when you get work." Rest in peace
Charlie.

Dawn Brobst - February 07, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

Cathy Sebestl lit a candle in memory of Charles N. Lillibridge

Cathy Sebestl - February 07, 2019 at 08:23 PM

“

I was a student of Mrs Liiebridge at Lincoln Elementary School in Moorhead. She
was one of my favorite teachers. The class got to make her husband several times;
such a nice man. My co silences to your family and please pass a hello into Mrs
Lillevridge. Paulette (Bakken) Opatril

Paulette - February 07, 2019 at 06:35 PM

“

Love, Carmen, Craig and Neil Dunham purchased the Sunny Memories for the family
of Charles N. Lillibridge.

Love, Carmen, Craig and Neil Dunham - February 07, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. Enjoyed visiting with Charles every time he had an appointment
at Essentia. He will be missed. Thoughts and prayers.

Richard W. Wolters - February 06, 2019 at 06:25 PM

