Catherine Fitzgerald
November 19, 1920 - March 8, 2018

Catherine Margaret McManus was born November 19, 1920, in Fargo, ND, to Philip and
Margaret (Dullea) McManus. She was raised in Dilworth, MN, where she graduated from
high school in 1937.
Catherine received her nursing degree from Trinity Hospital School of Nursing, in
Jamestown, ND, and then during World War II worked for a number of years as a
Registered Nurse in hospitals in west coast states. She returned to Dilworth and worked at
St. Ansgar Hospital, Moorhead, MN. Catherine also worked for other area hospitals and
Cass County Public Health.
Catherine married Russell Fitzgerald on October 27, 1951, which was opening day of
pheasant hunting season, therefore she spent many wedding anniversaries in the field.
They made their home in Dilworth where they raised their five children. She was very
active in her community and St. Elizabeth Catholic Church, Dilworth. She was generous
with her nursing skills and knowledge to friends and family.
In her early years, Catherine and Russ enjoyed dancing at local clubs and spending time
with their friends. She was an avid seamstress and enjoyed her hobby of sewing for
others.
After retirement, Catherine spent her summers on Big Cormorant Lake enjoying tending to
her flower gardens, listening to the loons and sitting on the deck sharing stories and meals
with her family and friends. She also enjoyed traveling with Russ to see her children in
Seattle, Arizona and Minneapolis as well as trips to Ireland and Hawaii with brother and
sister-in-law, Bob and Elayne, and family friends.
Catherine was born in the year women were granted the right to vote and passed on
International Woman’s Day, she spent her life inspiring us to be strong, independent and
respectful of others.

Catherine died Thursday, March 8, 2018, in Serenity Assisted Living, Dilworth, at ninetyseven years of age.
The family would like to thank Hospice of the Red River Valley as well as the staff of
Serenity Assisted Living for their kind and compassionate care to Catherine and her
family.
Memorials are preferred to St. Elizabeth Catholic Church or Churches United for the
Homeless, Moorhead. http://www.churches-united.org/ or http://www.stlizdilworth.org/
Catherine is survived by her husband, Russell, Dilworth; children, Maura Fitzgerald,
Minneapolis, MN, Shannon Fitzgerald, Seattle, WA, Patrick Fitzgerald, Lake Park, MN,
Erin Fitzgerald, Tempe, AZ, and Kerry Fitzgerald, Dilworth; and a brother, Robert (Elayne)
McManus, Des Moines, WA.
She was preceded in death by an infant daughter, Kathleen Mary; sister, Mary; and
brothers, Bill, John, and Eugene.
Visitation will be Monday, March 12, 2018, from 5 – 7 PM, with a prayer service at 7 PM, in
St. Elizabeth Catholic Church, Dilworth.
Memorial Mass will be Tuesday, March 13, 2018, at 11 AM, in St. Elizabeth Catholic
Church.
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207 Main St., Dilworth, MN, US, 56529

Comments

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Russ, Shannon, Maura, Pat, Erin & Kerry. Our
families & family friendships, go back generations. Fond memories are those of our
teen years, stopping by to see Pat or Erin, but inevitably would enjoy hanging out at
the Fitzgerald’s, to sit and visit with Catherine & Russ. Whenever I think of Catherine,
I will remember her infectious laugh, her kindness, compassionate, caring
ways...and...her beautiful smile. She’s an angel We were all blessed, to have
Catherine in our lives.

Mary Kondelis - Rossi - March 18, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

"When Irish eyes are smiling, sure 'tis like a morn in spring. In the lilt of Irish laughter
you can hear the angels sing, When Irish hearts are happy all the world seems bright
and gay, And when Irish eyes are smiling, sure, they steal your heart away." That is
what I will always remember about my aunt Catherine - smiling eyes, laughter, a
bright, steady, giving spirit. She was a good lady and she was fun to be around! I am
grateful for the time I got to spend with her, uncle Russ and all the cousins. My heart
goes out to all my Minnesota cousins, my uncle Russ, and my dad. She will be
missed by all of us.

Marianne - March 14, 2018 at 11:36 PM

“

Julie A Graf sent a virtual gift in memory of Catherine Fitzgerald

Julie A Graf - March 13, 2018 at 10:34 AM

“

What I remember most about my Aunt Catherine was her laugh....she had a great
laugh and smile. I didn't get to see her that much because we live so far away but I
do remember the fun times we had when the families would get together....12 kids
between our family and my Fitzgerald cousins, lots of fun and noise. She was also
kind enough to send me her famous spaghetti sauce recipe a few years ago
although I have to admit I've never made it, I don't think anyone else could do it
justice. I have a feeling she's in heaven celebrating with the rest of her family that
went before her, Grandpa and Grandma McManus, Bill, Mary, Gene and John. My
heart goes out to my cousins Maura, Shannon, Patrick, Erin and Kerry and uncle

Russ, I'm so sorry for your loss and want you to know we are all thinking about you. I
love you all ....

Julie McManus Graf - March 13, 2018 at 01:03 AM

“

I hadn't seen Aunt Catherine in several years but always enjoyed her company when
she came out West to visit the extended McManus family. My mom and dad (Bob &
Elyane) had many lively times together with her and my Uncle Russ traveling here
and overseas. It seems like there were always high times whenever we gathered
together whether here in Seattle or back at Grandpa's place in Dilworth. I have many
fond memories of some of those times that included her and her brothers Bill, my dad
Bob her brothers John and Gene and her sister Mary and their families. I was sad to
hear of my Aunt Catherine's passing and to think that all of that family with the
exception of my Dad are now gone. May you rest in peace and our thoughts and
prayers are with the rest of your family.

Mike and Mary McManus - March 13, 2018 at 12:35 AM

“

Everlasting love. We're going to miss all the great times we had together in our
travels, especially our trip to Hawaii when you and I got up and did the hula on the
stage and our fun times we had in Ireland, England and Scotland. Bob and I still
remember our trip to the Black Hills with you and Russ when we ended up in the
presidential suite in the lodge, You'll be in our memories forever ! Rest in peace dear
sister. Love Bob & Elayne.

Bob & Elayne McManus - March 12, 2018 at 08:25 PM

“

Russ, Mara, Shannon, Patrick, Erin and Kerry, I am so very sorry for your loss.
Catherine was such a sweet lady and I know my Mom (Lucille Seaburg) was very
fond of her and good friends with her. I hope that fond memories of her will fill the
void and bring a smile to your faces. God's richest blessings to you all!
Warm wishes,
Sylvia Seaburg Humphrey

sylvia humphrey - March 12, 2018 at 04:22 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Catherine's passing. It was a pleasure knowing her. A very nice lady.
We lived next door when I was very little, was always welcomed over at their house,
fun times over there.

Michael Gunderson - March 12, 2018 at 03:21 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Catherine Fitzgerald.

March 12, 2018 at 02:22 PM

“

Catherine is at home with the Lord. We send heartfelt condolences and love from
Tucson.

Pilar Lanne - March 12, 2018 at 12:59 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Catherine Fitzgerald.

March 12, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Catherine Fitzgerald.

March 12, 2018 at 10:46 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Catherine Fitzgerald.

March 11, 2018 at 02:03 PM

“

Janice & Steve purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Catherine Fitzgerald.

Janice & Steve - March 11, 2018 at 01:13 PM

“

So sorry to hear this news She was a sweet lady. I was a classmate of Erin's, Cathy
Erickson.

Cathy Erickson Martin - March 11, 2018 at 10:28 AM

“

Melanie and the entire IM Team. purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family
of Catherine Fitzgerald.

Melanie and the entire IM Team. - March 10, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

I remember a time when Catherine came to see Erin in Tucson and my friend Bonnie
and I drove down from Phoenix for the weekend. That evening, after a day of
shopping Catherine fried walleye that she had brought with her. We played dice
games, drank several bottles of wine, and laughed and laughed. We had the best
time!

Lisa Verdi - March 10, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Catherine Fitzgerald.

March 10, 2018 at 01:01 PM

