Valeria "Val" M. Nicklay
December 14, 1940 - September 11, 2020

Valeria “Val” M. Nicklay, 79, of Moorhead, MN, passed away Friday, September 11, 2020,
in her home from natural causes.
Valeria Marie Krenzel was born December 14, 1940, in Orrin ND, the daughter of Isidor
and Walburga Krenzel. Val grew up in Fargo, ND, and met her future husband Ronald J.
Nicklay while cruising Broadway. On September 3, 1960, she married Ronnie at St.
Anthony’s Church in Fargo. Together at age 20 and 19 they built a home in north
Moorhead, MN, to move into upon their marriage. As newlyweds, Val worked part time at
the Bluebird Cafe and they established Nicklay Woodworking. In 1966, they built a home
in south Moorhead and throughout the years siblings, nephews, nieces, cousins and
friends were cared for under their roofs.
On September 1, 1961, Val gave birth to daughter Kimberly. She was so proud and told all
Kim was an attorney and Dallas judge. Kim would have never become a lawyer without
Val’s tenacity, asking repeatedly “Are you going to be a lawyer as you said in your junior
high essay or what?”
Val and Ron’s son, Ronnie Jr., born in 1962 died as a baby and son, Lonnie, born in 1967,
passed at age 14. Losing a child is unbearable and losing two is unimaginable. Val
struggled with the loss of her boys, but found comfort in Lonnie’s Park at West McDonald
Lake, by Vergas MN. A park She and Ron transformed from woods and pasture into a
memorial haven. Thousands of visitors enjoy the park and many weddings have been held
there, including their daughter’s. Val hosted numerous gatherings at the lake house,
Lonnie’s Park, and their Moorhead home. Everyone was always welcomed.
The family is grateful for the love and compassion shown to Val throughout her life, and
particularly by nieces Carolyn Strnad, Sandy Erlandson and Janice Catalan before and
after Ron’s passing. Val is survived by daughter, Kim (David); grandchildren, Micael, New
York City, NY, James (Julia), Fort Collins CO, Tim (Laura), Atlanta GA, Devin, Brian
(Jessica), and Seamus (Katy), Dallas, TX; 11 great-grandchildren, siblings Bert (Ronnie)

and Linda (Chuck) Thompson, Donnie (Laurie, and Pat (Bonnie) Krenzel; several nieces,
nephews; and her companion, Chuck Hanson.
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Ron; sons, Ronnie, Jr. and Lonnie;
and brother, Marvin Krenzel.
A Celebration of Life will be held when conditions permit. In lieu of flowers the family
requests you enjoy time with family and friends treating them to a meal or drink as Val so
often did.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)

Cemetery
St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery
165th Ave S.
Barnesville, MN, 56514

Comments

“

Kim and Family, I was saddened to hear of the loss of your Mother, Val. Val was my
cousin and my happiest memory of her is being her flower girl on her wedding day.
Val was so excited to be marrying Ronnie -- and made it fun for me at the age of 4.
She was so cute as a bride--I remember thinking she looked like my Barbie doll.
Ronnie was so kind and thoughtful to a shy little kid. I remember when they started
their business, built their home together, and welcomed their children. Mostly I'll
always remember Val as that beautiful bride.

Brenda Jaeger-Das - September 23, 2020 at 12:04 AM

“

“

What beautiful memories. Thank you for sharing.
kim lonergan - September 29, 2020 at 10:48 PM

Kim, so many memories of our growing up years at your house and the lake. Val
always welcomed me unconditionally and treated me like one of her own. She was
tiny but fierce! Take great comfort knowing she is at peace now, reunited with
Ronnie, Lonnie, and your Dad. You honor her memory by continuing to be the
fabulous mom and grandmother that you are to the Lonergan crew. I look forward to
the day I can give you a big hug! Please keep me in the loop for services, Love you,
stacey

stacey eichenberger - September 21, 2020 at 08:09 PM

“

Thank you. Love you forever and always.
kim lonergan - September 29, 2020 at 10:49 PM

“

Kim and Family, Our thoughts and prayers to you. She was a great Lady, she would
always call on the date of my Moms death and let us know she was thinking about
us.
Val will be missed.
Michael Stetz

Michael Stetz - September 15, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

“

kim lonergan - September 29, 2020 at 10:49 PM

Kim & Val’s family, We’re sorry to hear of Val’s passing. Our hearts are full of
memories of your mom and sister.
Colleen & Mike

Colleen Diffely-Sullivan - September 15, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

“

Thank you
kim lonergan - September 29, 2020 at 10:49 PM

Clay Liz lit a candle in memory of Valeria "Val" M. Nicklay

Clay Liz - September 15, 2020 at 07:43 AM

“

Thank you
kim lonergan - September 29, 2020 at 10:49 PM

“

Sorry for your Loss Kim and family. Great memories of your Mom staying at your
house in the late 70's. Had the opportunity to visit Lonnie's park with Bob and Natalie
and your parents did a beautiful job with that. May you find peace knowing that your
Mom & Dad are reunited.
Karen (Wagner) Johnson-Barnesville, MN

Karen Johnson - September 14, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

Thank you
kim lonergan - September 29, 2020 at 10:50 PM

