Steven Jerde
July 11, 1961 - February 20, 2018

Steven G. Jerde, 56, of Glyndon, MN, died on Tuesday, February 20, 2018, in his home.
Steven Gene Jerde was born July 11, 1961, the son of Eugene “Gene” and Mary Lou
(Campton) Jerde, in Hallock, MN. In his early years, he enjoyed doing anything his father
was doing, especially reloading shells. During his youth, he attended Pembina (ND) High
School where he excelled in sports, most avidly football. From 1979 until 1981, Steve was
active duty with the U.S. Air Force where he served in the Grand Forks, ND, unit at the
missile silos.
Steve married Darlyce Hemmes and they were later divorced. To this union three
daughters were born, Cassandra, Christa, and Cara who were his greatest joy; as were
his grandchildren, Jacob, Eloise and Theodore.
In 1984, Steve joined the U.S. Border Patrol and was first stationed in Bottineau, ND, and
later in the states of New Mexico and Washington. He served as a Border Patrol Agent for
25 years until 2010 and then in the Forestry Service in Alaska until he retired from
government service in 2011.
After his retirement, Steve returned to Pembina and later Glyndon where he cared for his
mother. He married his best friend, Leretta Smith and they made their home in Glyndon.
Steve was happiest with afishing line in his hand, or a pheasant in his sights. An avid
hunter, Steve enjoyed fishing and hunting with his wife Leretta and his life long friend and
“brother” Jeff Keller. One of Steve’s daughters told him he was a true cowboy, born 100
years after his time. He was at home on a horse, in the canyons, the mountains or on the
prairie.
He is survived by his wife, Leretta; daughters, Cassandra Jerde, Minneapolis, MN, Christa
Young, Oak Harbor, WA, and Cara Jerde, Bow, WA; three grandchildren, Jacob, Eloise,
and Theodore Young; sisters, Sandra Jerde, Sydney, MT, and Cheryl McCummings, AZ;

numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers, Gary and Larry Jerde; and sister,
Diane Smith.
Steve will be dearly missed by his family and friends.
A Gathering of Friends for Steven will be Tuesday, April 3, 2018, from 2 PM to 4 PM, with
a Time of Sharing at 3:00 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead, MN.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)

Events
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3

Gathering of Friends02:00PM - 04:00PM
Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

APR
3

Sharing of Memories

03:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - March 29, 2018 at 11:12 AM

“

My heart is so heavy and there are not enough words in the English language to
express how I have felt since hearing of Steve’s death!! Steve always called me his
Gorgeous cousin and made me feel special and then turn around and pull one his
pranks. I remember when he would always raid grandma Campton’s cookie jar when
he came to visit as she always had cookies for us and we all raided the cookie jar!
Steve was unique, funny, a jokester and always pulling Shanaghans! He was fun
loving!! I never had a chance to Thank you for your service to our nation and
Government!! I'm forever grateful for your sacrifices and service!! I remember how
steve loved to go out on the Campton farmland and hunt with the rest of the cousins
and family grinning with a great big smile on his face man he was in your element!! I
remember when he brought Darlyce to meet Grandma and the look he had of being
proud of his girl and even married her! Steve I never got to meet your girls but they
sound like wonderful young women! You did good Steve!! Although I may never
understand I will never forget you!! Stevie I will miss you!! Please know I m praying
for Steves family - Darlyce, children, grandson, sisters, friends and leretta. Please let
me know if I can do anything for you! Sorry I won't be able to get to the memorial
service because I just had foot surgery recently and my husband is in the hospital
right now. I wanted so bad to come and see family again as it has been to many
years.......

jackie nibbelink - April 02, 2018 at 11:18 PM

“

94 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - March 29, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

So sorry to hear of the loss of Steve, thoughts and prayers to the family. I only met
Steve a couple of times, but was a friend and co-worker with Larry here in Grand
Forks. I'm sorry I won't be able to make the service, would really liked to have seen
and met Cheryl and Angela if they are able to attend.
Kathy Benson

Kathy Benson - March 16, 2018 at 08:57 AM

“

“

Thank you Kathy for sharing with us. We thank you for your thoughts and prayers
Leretta Smith - March 26, 2018 at 08:39 AM

words are hard for me to express,but steve was loved dearly. he was a son that i
neve had, for suuch a short time.ad for such a short time, he will be greatly missed
by all that knew him. Donald Brunkow

donald brunkow - March 15, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

“

Thank you dad for sharing your thoughts and prayers with all of us.
Leretta Smith - March 26, 2018 at 08:38 AM

I was so sad to hear about Steve. I knew Steve in his younger years. We all hung
around together. He was funny, witty in a smartassy kind of way. He was strong
minded with a huge heart! He would do anything for a friend. I have lots of memories
that make me smile. Young and stupid we all were but loving life. RIP my friend!

Connie Murach - March 07, 2018 at 07:21 PM

“

Thank you so much Connie for sharing the memories, they made me smile as well. Leretta
Leretta Smith - March 07, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

Today is a tough day for all. My thoughts are with everyone, and I know God gentle,
loving and supporting us all with his strength and grace.
Leretta

Leretta Smith - March 06, 2018 at 09:30 AM

“

Steve and I have been together since 2014 and made our home in Glyndon, MN. For
one year, we lived in West Fargo, ND so that Steve's mother, Mary Lou, could live
with us and not have stairs to climb. We enjoyed fishing and hunting, spending time
with our dog, and just taking a drive and walking through the woods. I am sure Steve
is walking around in heaven, enjoying the scenery. I love him and miss him terribly,
but I pray he is at peace. i know his daughters are missing him greatly, as are his
sisters and friends. We thank all of you for your love, support and prayers at this
time. Leretta

Leretta Smith - March 01, 2018 at 02:15 PM

“

I want to say, I haven’t met you, but I am so glad he had you in his life to take care of him.
Take care of my girls. They have lost soo many loved ones in their life this past couple of
years.
Darlyce Jerde - March 01, 2018 at 02:31 PM

“

Darlyce, thank you. I know you are hurting as well. You do not spend 20 years with
someone without truly having that person a part of your heart. Please know I am thinking of
you and you are in my prayers. I will take care of the girls as best I can. I love them too.
They are their dad's greatest joy, as well as his grandchildren. I am so sorry they all lost the
future of memories that could have been made. Please know you are in my thoughts and
prayers, as of course the girls are as well.
Leretta
Leretta - March 01, 2018 at 07:43 PM

“

oh, it was 33 years. Many memories- many many memories. we met in high school and
married in 1981- Many moves, many life events, met many wonderful people. My heart is
heavy.
Darlyce - March 03, 2018 at 02:01 PM

“

'My Mister Blue Eyes' you are now out fishing with those that went before you. I miss
you. I love you, Leretta

Leretta Smith - March 01, 2018 at 02:02 PM

“

As Steve's wife, I thank all family and friends for their love, support and prayers at
this time. Leretta

Leretta Smith - March 01, 2018 at 02:00 PM

“

Lori and I are stunned to hear of Steve's passing. Darlyce, Cassandra, Christa, Cara
and the entire Jerde Family, you have our deepest and sincerest sympathies. We
had some wonderful times on those teaching gigs back east when our families got
together. You all remain in our thoughts and prayers, and God bless you all. Adding a
picture of Steve and me at our house in Brunswick, GA around 1998. Steve was
teaching in SC and me in GA. These are hard times for you all right now and I hope
remembering the good times will provide you all some comfort. So sorry for Steve's
loss to you all.

Jerry Jones - February 28, 2018 at 10:33 PM

“
“
“

We appreciate your thoughts and the picture. Thank you. Leretta
Leretta - March 01, 2018 at 02:03 PM

Thank you Jerry. Say hi to Lori, your boys and Sonia
Darlyce Jerde - March 01, 2018 at 02:33 PM

Leretta, we never met, but I am glad you and Steve had each other and were happy. We
are praying for you all and please let those girls know the Jones clan is thinking of
them...Jerry, Lori, Seth, Grant, Sonia and Quentin.
Jerry Jones - March 01, 2018 at 10:16 PM

“

I love the picture Jerry- Especially with the old truck in the background! Made smile and I
know the girls love seeing the pickup too!
Darlyce - March 03, 2018 at 02:24 PM

“

I am very sad to hear of Steve's passing at such a young age. He was several
younger than me but we spent a great deal of time with the Jerde family as Gene and
Marylou were best of friends with my parents, Orland and Ione Olson. There were
many days playing cards and fishing at Anama Bay. Steve was so much like his
father, loving to hunt and fish. My parents always enjoyed spending time with Steve
and Darlyce when they would come to visit in Richfield. In my travels to work in
Eastern Washington I have met many BP Agents who admired and enjoyed working

with Steve. Several months ago I received a call from Steve. He had been going
through his mothers photos and wondered if I would like some from the many fishing
trips. I received a package several inches thick that contained many memories. I
have shared these with my Brother Bob and will share with Mike soon.
Craig Olson - February 28, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“
“

“

We all thank you for your kind words and thoughts at this time. Leretta
Leretta - March 01, 2018 at 02:03 PM

Thank you Craig.
Darlyce Hemmes Jerde - March 01, 2018 at 11:12 PM

And his sister's name was Diane McCummings

Darlyce - February 28, 2018 at 01:40 AM

“

SO SAD to hear this. Steve and I served together in Del Rio, Tx for in the mid 80's. We
were good friends. Steve was a real pistolero.
Curt Fox - February 28, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“
“

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers at this time. Leretta
Leretta - March 01, 2018 at 02:04 PM

My deepest sympathy to all of you. I was a friend of Larry’s and worked with him in Naco.
They passed way to soon
Eloisa “Ellie” Bejarano
Eloisa “Ellie” Bejarano - March 01, 2018 at 04:23 PM

“

Steve was in the service from 1979 to 1982. He was married to me from 1981 until
2014. He went into the Border Patrol in 1984 and was stationed in Del Rio, Tx, taught
in Glynco Ga at the FLETC, was stationed in Bottineau, ND. During those years he
would go back to FLETC in Ga, SC on detailed assignment and he Law
Enforcement, Pursuit Driving, Physical Training, among other Border Patrol related
instruction. From Bottineau ND, he was then stationed in Alamogordo, NM, Blaine
Washington, Curlew, Wa. After the Border Patrol, he worked for the Park Service in
Alaska. After that, he went between Minnesota, North Dakota and Washington in
pursuit of further education and to assist his mother, Mary Lou Jerde. He left behind
three beautiful daughters as well as three beautiful grandchildren.

Darlyce Hemmes Jerde - February 28, 2018 at 01:37 AM

“

And that is suppose to say, he taught Law Enforcement, Pursuit Driving, Physical Training,
among other Border Patrol related instructional courses.
Darlyce - February 28, 2018 at 09:15 AM

“

Had the pleasure of meeting you both in Del Rio when he reported for duty. Some called
him cocky, I called it confident. I always believed in doing the job but making it as fun as
possible. We had many shooting matches, or "field training" as I called it. Sorry to hear that
he passed at such a young age. I just posted a picture of my team on the FB page "Old
Patrol"-Steve is in that picture.
Prayers for all,
Craig McCaslin
Craig McCaslin - February 28, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to Steve's family, friends and all of his brothers and sisters in
green. It was an honor to have been an agent with both you and Larry. Though you both
may be gone, you will never be forgotten my brothers. Vaya con Dios.
Kevin
KC - February 28, 2018 at 06:36 PM

“

Lori and I are stunned to hear of Steve's passing. Darlyce, Cassandra, Christa, Cara and
all the Jerde Family have our deepest and sincerest sympathies and prayers. We will
remember very fondly the times we shared in Georgia and South Carolina when the kids
were growing up. We are so sorry for your loss. Steve was too young. God bless all. ...Jerry
and Lori Jones
Jerry Jones - February 28, 2018 at 09:30 PM

“

I knew Steve while he was stationed at the Curlew station and for a period of time he was
at the Spokane Sector. I was at the Spokane Sector and greatly enjoyed swapping stories
with Steve. He was a good guy to be around and will surely be missed by many.
Marvin Foust
Retired ACPA
Spokane, Washington
Marvin Foust - February 28, 2018 at 11:12 PM

“

Thank you Darlyce for your comments. He also leaves behind his wife Leretta (me) as well
as the three girls. Leretta
Leretta - March 01, 2018 at 02:07 PM

“

Yes Leretta, Thank you again for being there for Steve. I am so thankful you were there
with him these past years. Take care of yourself and be good to his girls during this difficult
time.
Darlyce Hemmes Jerde - March 01, 2018 at 04:35 PM

“

THe Jerde's were back door neighbors for years of the Meaghers so the family knew each
other well.. the a couple grands were shared.. My kids were often at the Jerde's with their
cousins.. treated by all as family too. Steve always had a smile on his face when you saw
him. And humor... I think what I will remember the most was his devotion to his mom over
the years.. helping her out at the house.. and later down in Moorhead area. Our hearts are
so saddened by his loss by our precious sister Sandy and her family, Cheryl, Darlyce his

daughters, his wife and all his friends. WE are just so sorry and praying for all of you..
Thanks for sharing this space as a family. It means so much. Hugs, Allan and Jamie
Meagher
Jamie - March 01, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“
“
“
“

I am so sorry to see this. Hugs to you three girls and to you Darlyce.
Julie Peterson - March 01, 2018 at 06:07 PM

Thank you so much for your those and prayers, they mean so much to all of us.
Leretta - March 01, 2018 at 07:46 PM

Thank you on behalf of Steve’s family
Darlyce Hemmes Jerde - March 02, 2018 at 03:32 PM

Steve, My the lord welcome you with open arms! My condolences to his whole family!
Bernie Olson, Bottineau, ND
Bernie Olson - March 02, 2018 at 05:29 PM

“

Leretta and the Jerde Family,
I had the privilege of working with Steve on a few occasions and he was one of the nicest
guys in the Patrol. He always had a great attitude and it was a pleasure to work with him.
My sincere condolences and may God Bless you all.
John Attanasio, BPA
John Attanasio - March 04, 2018 at 03:12 PM

“

As Steve's Mother-in-law, I am sorry for the loss of someone so young. My prayers go out
to Leretta, Cara, Christa, Cassandra, Sandy, Cheryl, Darlyce, his extended family and
friends. He will be missed by all. May you find peace. Iretta Smith
Iretta Smith - March 04, 2018 at 11:26 PM

“

To all of Steve’s family, my heart is broken for you in your loss. I remember playing 2 on 2
tackle football when we were just boys. That became high school football and I always
dreaded going up against Steve in the linebacker drill. We were buddies but he would hit so
hard it would water my eyes. He’d look at me with his sh** eating grin and all I could think
was “This is going to hurt.” We’d dust ourselves off and he’d confirm that we were still going
hunting after practice! We spent many hours hunting together and driving the dirt roads of
North Dakota. Prayers for all of you in this difficult time. Roger Parker PHS Class of 1980
Roger Parker - March 11, 2018 at 02:42 PM

“
“

Thank you Rodger
Darlyce Hemmes Jerde - March 14, 2018 at 08:50 AM

Thank you Roger
Leretta Smith - March 15, 2018 at 08:46 AM

