Phyllis Litherland
November 25, 1927 - August 12, 2018

Phyllis Litherland, (née Phyllis Chilcott), was born on November 25, 1927, in Woodward,
Oklahoma, and died on August 12, 2018, in Chicago, Illinois, at the age of 90.
Phyllis was the youngest of four children born to Winona Hunter Chilcott and Ellery
Franklin Chilcott on the Woodward Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station, where they
made their home. Siblings included Robert Channing (deceased), Mary Alice (deceased)
and Florence, of Annandale, Virginia. Upon Ellery’s death in 1939, Winona moved the
family to Whittier, California. But the Midwest beckoned, so after only one year, Winona
moved the family to Columbia, Missouri.
Phyllis received a degree from Stephens College in Columbia. One of her classmates,
Annabelle (Moen) Christie, invited Phyllis to come north to the Minnesota lake country
during a school break. There, Phyllis met Robert Litherland.
Robert (Bob) and Phyllis married on June 5, 1948. They have four daughters: Susan
Litherland, of Chicago; Janice (James) Coffelt, of Lakewood, Colorado; Teri (Jerome)
Thorsen, Pelican Rapids, Minnesota; and Caren Litherland, of New York, New York.
Phyllis and Bob opened the Moorhead (MN) Dairy Queen at 8th Street and Main Avenue
in 1949, living in the back room of the small structure. In 1951, Bob, a veteran of World
War II, got recalled to active duty during the Korean Crisis. That left Phyllis to run the Dairy
Queen without him, as well as raise their newborn daughter, Sue. Phyllis and Sue were
taken in by (then) strangers, the Carl and Ruth Anderson family in south Fargo, until Bob’s
return.
While working as a full partner with Bob in the business, Phyllis also raised their four
daughters. In her “spare” time, she served on city boards and task forces. In the early
eighties, she returned to school, taking classes in computer science and women’s studies
at Moorhead State University (now Minnesota State University Moorhead). She was a
voracious reader with a lifelong interest in politics who also enjoyed swimming, gardening,

and restoring antiques.
Throughout her adult life, she immersed herself in the philanthropic educational mission of
P.E.O. Phyllis believed strongly in the importance of education for women and worked on
projects to further that mission both locally as a member of Chapter DC and as a state
officer, becoming President of the Minnesota State Chapter for the 1987–88 term.
Phyllis was preceded in death by her parents, two of her siblings, and her husband, Bob,
in 2013. She is survived by her four daughters; grandson, Tyler (Anna Decatur) Thorsen,
of Chicago; grandson, Hunter (Lindsay Thompson) Thorsen, of Moorhead; and
granddaughter, Laura (Cody) Kieft, of Grand Lake, Colorado.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to Chapter DC PEO for scholarships.
A Gathering of Friends for Phyllis will be Wednesday, September 5, 2018, from 1:00 pm
until 2:00 pm, followed by her Memorial Service at 2:00 PM in First Congregational United
Church of Christ., Moorhead.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead)
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Gathering of Friends

01:00PM - 02:00PM

First Congregational-United Church of Christ
406 8th Street South, Moorhead, MN, US, 56560
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Memorial Service

02:00PM

First Congregational-United Church of Christ
406 8th Street South, Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

Comments

“

Dear Susie, Jan (Jim), Terri (Jerome), Caren and all other family members,
I just found out tonight about Phyllis, your Mom, and am stunned and deeply
saddened to learn of her passing. I'm so sorry to be sending my sympathy note at
such a late date.
The Litherland family has been such a deep-rooted part of my childhood as an
extended family. Your parents were a source of great support to me as my
Godparents
and one of my biggest fans during my years as a University Art student at MSUM.
I often think about our families getting together to bake Christmas cookies at my
parents home and spending New Year’s Eve evenings at your parents home, both of
which were on 10th street in Moorhead. On New Years Eve, the warmth of the
fireplace, wonderful punch and smorgasbord spread on the dining room table, as well
as interesting conversation in your parent’s cozy livingroom will always be one of my
favorite memories. After I moved out of state, I made a point to call and visit Bob and
Phyllis whenever I was in town during my vacations.
Both of your parents, Bob and Phyllis, will forever be very much missed by me, our
Mother Betty, our family and as well as by many, many other lives they warmly
embraced through the years.
Fondly, Deb Grier

Deborah L Grier - January 03 at 12:50 AM

“

I just happened to see this and right away my mind went to someone I used to know,
Janice Litherland....I still haven’t pieced it all together, it was so long ago. I didn’t
know Phyllis but I do remember Janice. I will be praying for you and your family.
Debra McCullough but you may have known me as a Jordahl ( maiden name) or a
Rehder ( my first marriage).

Debra McCullough - September 19, 2018 at 10:56 AM

“

Greetings to Bob and Phyllis' daughters from Columbia, Missouri. Today's mail
brought a clipping of Phyllis' obituary, sent by a dear friend and former Fargo
neighbor. Reading it brings closure to a chapter of my life involving wonderful
memories of your parents. When Ron Litherland and I moved to Fargo-Moorhead in
1966 to take positions at Moorhead State and NDSU, we first lived in a small house
not far from your family home. We enjoyed visits at the Litherland lake home and
cherished the sense of family. When I took a position at the University of Missouri in
1977, it was fun to hear about Phyllis' Stephens College days in Columbia and to

look up her former home, which still exists on Broadway in what is now the center of
town but would have been on the outskirts in her days here. Of course I remember
the DQ as the virtual center of the universe on warm summer evenings in Moorhead.
My condolences as well as my best wishes to all of you and your families. You had
remarkable parents! --Beatrice "Babs" Litherland Smith, whose husband, Ron
Litherland, was Bob's younger cousin
Beatrice Litherland Smith - September 17, 2018 at 02:43 PM

“

The following is a note I sent out on Facebook after today's memorial event:
Some reflections on today’s joyful celebration of the life of Phyllis Litherland, cofounder in 1949 of the Moorhead Dairy Queen and the co-creator of the Dilly Bar:
Joyful seems an appropriate word to describe a service that included the singing of
Moon River, a recording of What a Wonderful World by Louie Armstrong and
concluded with a rousing rendition of Oklahoma in recognition of Phyllis’ home state.
It seemed a perfect way to honor Phyllis’ life as a business woman whose work
brought so much happiness into the lives of Moorhead residents of all ages, as a
supportive and loving mother and grandmother, as a civic leader and as a supporter
of education for women. Nearly two score of her fellow P.E.O. members were there in
recognition of her service to the organization that focuses on funding educational
opportunities for women locally, nationally and internationally.
Barbara Sipson

Barbara Sipson - September 05, 2018 at 11:55 PM

“

I am sorry I can't attend the service for Phyllis. I have thought of her so often over the
last years when she wasn't able to attend church. She is a pillar of the congregation,
one of the people who impressed me as faithful, strong and smart when we first
joined. Thanks to Phyllis for her leadership in church and community. She will be
remembered.

Chelle Lyons Hanson - August 23, 2018 at 04:00 PM

“

Phyllis Litherland was one of the kindest, smartest, funniest women I've ever known.
She lived her life with grace, faith and love. I send my prayers and deepest
sympathy. Phyllis will be missed.

Shawnthea Monroe-Mueller - August 22, 2018 at 03:05 PM

“

Phyllis and Bob hired me in the early 70s when I was a college student at Moorhead
State. While my employment lasted about a decade, our friendship lasted a lifetime.
They were honorary guests at my retirement in 2011. True friends and mentors. They
will be missed. Many thanks to their family for sharing your parents with all of us who
were honored to work with them at the Moorhead DQ. I’m sure they are enjoying a
dilly bar together! Sorry I will not be there for any service, but we are temporarily
located in Florida. DQ Bonnie Johnson

Bonnie Johnson - August 17, 2018 at 11:49 PM

“

I rented a space above the Video store behind the DQ in 1994. Phyllis and her
husband were the nicest people looked out for everyone. I also cleaned the public
area /2nd floor of that building. It was such a great honor to know these two special
people.
Rhonda Pfingsten

Rhonda - August 17, 2018 at 01:17 PM

