Myrtle "Donna" Thielbar
December 24, 1935 - April 1, 2019

Donna Thielbar, 83, of Moorhead, MN, passed away peacefully Monday, April 1, 2019, in
Halstad Living Center, Halstad, MN.
Myrtle Donna Mae Eide was born December 24, 1935, to Melvin and Bessie Eide, at
home in Crystal, ND. While growing up, she was a caregiver for many of the families in the
area and also looked after her younger siblings while her parents worked. In the 1950s
she worked as a nanny in Oklahoma and around 1960, she began working for Borden
Foods Potato Flake processing facility in Park River and Grafton, ND.
On February 10, 1966, Donna married Robert Thielbar Sr. in Cavalier, ND. They moved to
Moorhead in 1976, and Donna stayed home to raise her eight children. In the late 1980s
she began working as a cook at Sunset Lanes in Moorhead. She moved to Grafton in
1994, to be close to her siblings and in 2008, she moved into Halstad Living Center, where
she could be cared for after the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease.
Donna enjoyed sewing, crafting with plastic canvas, listening to polka and country music,
playing board games, bingo, slot machines, and baking her famous homemade buns and
rolls. Most of all she loved spending time with her children and grandchildren.
Her beautiful life will forever be cherished in the lives of her four sons and four daughters,
Jolene (Steve) Ketchmark of Bloomington, MN, Robert Jr., Lonnie, and Douglas (Debbie)
all of Fargo, ND, Karianne of Stanton, ND, Mark (Lori) and Jeanette, both of Moorhead,
MN, and Barbara (Rhea) of Boise, ID; fourteen grandchildren; two great-grandchildren;
three brothers and five sisters, Francis, Marvin, Doris (Lowell) Lene, Shirley (Leroy)
Dolney, Carol, Kenneth, Sharon (Robert) Mason, and Roberta (Allen) Dinkel; and many
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Melvin and Bessie; her brother, Donald; and
her grandson, Sam.

Memorials and Sympathy Cards may be sent to The Thielbar Family, c/o Korsmo Funeral
Service, 409 8th St. S, Moorhead, MN 56560.
A Private Family Service will be held for Donna.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)

Comments

“

Feeding a family of 10 was like feeding a small army. Chili was a favorite for
everyone, except me. So mom would fry up the hamburger and i would get some of
that for sandwiches. Homemade french fries were also a hit with us. Fried dough
bread. Simple foods mom made, but were so delicious.
Even though our mom has been gone for many years (Dementia is a horrible
disease), I always wonder, when I see so many elderly moms out walking or
shopping, why was it our mom. Why couldn't our mom still be vibrant and talking to
us. I just hope she has the joy of seeing her mom and dad again now.

Robert J Thielbar Jr - May 09, 2019 at 08:32 AM

“

I remember Momma waking up at 4 or 5 in the morning. Getting her silver huge pan,
mixing yeast and flour, all from scratch and no measuring. For I know when I would
get home from school there would be loaves of bread and rolls. Of course there were
two kinds of rolls, finger rolls (Yum) and regular bun rolls (Those were made for my
brother Lonnie). He did not like finger rolls.
I also learned that the heels of bread were so delicious. And if we were lucky (which
was almost always) we would have that special treat of caramel rolls. (which I can
make but have to use Rhodes frozen dough).

Robert J Thielbar Jr - May 09, 2019 at 08:15 AM

“

With Love, Kenny Weesner purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family of Myrtle
"Donna" Thielbar.

Karianne Thielbar - May 07, 2019 at 11:14 PM

“

WDAY purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of Myrtle "Donna" Thielbar.

WDAY - May 07, 2019 at 08:59 AM

“

Mom was a very proud person. She would make quite a few trips(rain or snow) to
Sunset Lanes. Every time we bowled someone new and they would ask which child
was hers. She would reply, that one there, that one over there and so on. They would
reply back, "those are all yours". I can here Mom's same reply, "YEP, and more at
home". She was so proud of all her children. We are so proud of you as well Mom.
Love you and miss you very much.

Doug Thielbar - May 05, 2019 at 11:27 AM

“

I have so many memories of this amazing woman. I used to love going to visit her
and the kids in Moorhead. After she moved to Grafton, I played many games of
yahtzee with her, my mom, Aunt Carol, and Aunt Nellie. Until we meet again beautiful
lady, I will always cherish the memories I have of you. I love you and will miss you
greatly!
From your niece, Tara

Tara Anthony - April 05, 2019 at 11:40 AM

“

Karianne Thielbar sent a virtual gift in memory of Myrtle "Donna" Thielbar

Karianne Thielbar - April 05, 2019 at 09:23 AM

“

"My Baby", that's is how Mom would introduce me to someone new. Sometimes
"Barbara" would be added in there but always my baby. I remember growing up and
whenever a picture would be taken with Mom and I, she would throw me in front, so
her face wasn't in there; she disliked her picture being taken very much. I remember
watching her bake all of her goodies she made for us kids. I loved Lego's growing up
and Mom would always help me build things. Riding my bike as a kid, which was a
favorite pastime of mine, would produce plenty of scrapes for me to run home to
Mom to heal the wounds. As I played video games, Mom would join me for Jeopardy,
Wheel of Fortune, or Family Fued. And believe it or not, Mom did enjoy her very own
video game, Dig Dug. Mom and I also worked at the Dilworth BMX track together

selling candy and pop, after I had "retired" from racing BMX myself. Mom would
watch me bowl at Sunset Lanes every Saturday morning, I looked forward to those
days all season long. As I got older I graduated into board and card games with Mom
and my sisters, from Kings Around the Corner to Tripoly and many others.
I have missed Mom for many years now as the Dementia grew into the last stage of
Alzheimer's over a span of about 12 years. Mom was so kind, gentle and giving but
the strongest, toughest woman I knew. She fought long and hard against this
disease, but in the end she got tired. I'm sure it was hard for Mom leaving all of her
babies behind, but knew we would have each others backs and it was okay to
transcend to a better place. I will forever miss her beautiful smile and laugh. Mom, I
love you & miss you like crazy and will wait until the day I get to see you again. Love
your baby, Barbara

Barbara Thielbar - April 03, 2019 at 04:25 PM

“

What a beautiful memorial to your mom,Barbara. You have my deepest sympathy. Prayers
to your whole family.
Barbara Lutz - April 05, 2019 at 02:50 PM

“

I love this Barb! I always remember your mom with at all our bowling events. I also have a
clear memory of our mom's in the front seat driving us to our first day of Kindergarten...you
had those two braids in your hair! She did such an amazing job raising her 8 kids!
Shawna - April 07, 2019 at 09:06 AM

“

What beautiful memories you have of your mom. She leaves a legacy in you- her baby,
always. Love to you, Rhea and Marcel.
Chelle Lyons Hanson - April 13, 2019 at 10:11 AM

“

I always remember her smiling face. She was always there for you kids at VFW junior
Bowling on Saturday mornings. Love and miss those days. Bonnie Christopherson
Bonnie Christopherson - April 17, 2019 at 09:55 AM

“

Karianne, thinking of you with our deepest heartfelt sympathy in the sadness which
you experience now with the loss of your Mom. Let the love that held you close to
your Mom continue to bring you strength and comfort everyday. You are in our
hearts, thoughts and prayers with all our love.
Sincere sympathy to you and your family.
Larry & Jo Benjamin

Jo Weesner - April 03, 2019 at 09:08 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mandi Kucharz - April 02, 2019 at 08:34 PM

“

I want to share a memory of how much mom enjoyed watching us as kids. Living
across the street from Regal Estates park, I remember our mom sitting there on chair
in the shed (shaded from the sun), watching us play at the park. Back then it
probably didn't feel like that was what she was doing, but thinking about it now, I'm
sure she was taking in that memory of her children playing. I will miss her everyday
and cherish the memories I have of her.

Karianne Thielbar - April 02, 2019 at 03:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Karianne Thielbar - April 02, 2019 at 01:55 PM

“

1 file added to the album Family

Karianne - April 02, 2019 at 01:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Karianne - April 02, 2019 at 01:48 PM

