Marilyn Lenzmeier
May 23, 1932 - February 29, 2020

Marilyn Claire Lenzmeier departed this world and entered Heaven on February 29, 2020.
Marilyn Claire Wellan was born May 23, 1932, in Napoleon, ND, to Walter and Lydia
(Krueger) Wellan. During her high school years, her family moved to Wahpeton, ND,
where she met the love of her life, Gene Francis Lenzmeier. They were married on June
10, 1951 in Wahpeton. They later moved to Moorhead, where they raised their seven
children.
Marilyn was a woman of deep and enduring faith, known for her great love of Jesus. She
was gifted with many creative talents, and many people were the recipients of her
beautiful creations. Marilyn embodied patience, love and grace that blessed her husband,
their seven children, and countless others. Marilyn was deeply loved and will be greatly
missed.
Marilyn was welcomed into heaven by her parents and sister Jeannine McCarthy. She is
survived by her loving husband of 68 years, Gene; children, Pamela Jean (Jim Lendway)
Laughing Waters, Paul Alan (Susann) Lenzmeier, Peggy Ann “Annie” (Bill) Bergquist,
Thomas Patrick (Suzanne) Lenzmeier, Kevin John (Jody) Lenzmeier, Gene Walter (Larisa)
Lenzmeier, and Stefne Rae (Mathew) Broz; eleven grandchildren; nine great
grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
Our family wishes to extend a special thank you to the staff of the Minnesota Veteran’s
Home, Fergus Falls, MN, for their loving care of Marilyn during her time there.
Due to current CDC restrictions on gatherings of more than 50 people, a private family
service for Marilyn will be held later this coming spring.. The family regrets having to limit
the service, and would appreciate hearing from their friends and extended family in the
guestbook at www.korsmofuneralservice.com. The family also invites you to view and
listen to the beautiful tribute video on that site, which will be played at her service.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead)

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - March 12 at 01:25 PM

“

Very emotional. Marilyn touched everyone's heart! My condolences to you all. She will be
very missed.
Melanie Klinkhammer
Melanie Klinkhammer - March 26 at 07:37 PM

“

Beautiful tribute of your Mom. You are all in our thoughts and prayers during this difficult
time.
Love,
Curt & Sue Morey & family
Curt Morey - March 27 at 03:05 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. Marilyn was beautiful inside and out and one of the
nicest people I have ever met. May she in peace.
Ellyn Lenzmeier Thompson

Ellyn Lenzmeier Thompson - April 12 at 11:41 AM

“

We miss you so much, grandma! We love you!! Thank you for all the wonderful
memories and for the BEST hugs!!

Shelly Peterson - March 28 at 06:55 PM

“

From Aunt Michelle:
I have so many wonderful memories of your Mother. She created/ sewed all of my
costumes and many of my clothes when I lived in Fargo. It was the years of the mini
skirt and though she cannot have approved of those ridiculously short shirts, she
dutifully made me several beautiful outfits. I remember coming into her work room
and seeing all of those drapes laid out. How absolutely talented your mother was and
so diligent and hard working. She was always warm and had such a delightful smile.
She and your Dad came to a number of my performances/ pageants and dragged
some of you children along sometimes. Whenever I had a problem you dad and
mother were only too ready to help. It was never too much trouble. They watched
over us (Melanie and me when we lived in Fargo) and we were so fortunate to have
such a deep and reliable safety net. It was great fun to come over to your home for
the various holiday dinners your parents hosted. How did they manage all those
additional mouths given all the young children they had? But the food was always
delicious and plentiful.
I remember with particular fondness the Christmas that we enacted the birth of Christ
at Grandpa Frank’s and Grandma Marge’s in the big living room and your family was
the Holy Family (including a real baby for baby Jesus). Tom was the Shephard and
he sniffed through the entire reading because he thought he looked like a girl in the
Shepherd’s headdress.
Stefne’s wedding holds more delightful memories of all your children - those little girls
- (now grown up and married) - dancing around the floor in the sweet dresses having
such a delightful time at the wedding dance.
Allee’s wedding where so many of your family came and brought Gene. I have the
photo of the 8 of the siblings together. Then Chuck’s funeral - such a shock and who
would have thought that so soon after that it would be Melanie’s time.
When I moved East, I missed a great many of the family get togethers, but I do
remember the family gatherings that I would come home for and seeing our oldest
brother’s family - the children and the grandchildren and watching all of you grow up.
So many happy memories. And now the children are watching over their father in
such a loving and supportive way. It warms my heart. Thank you.
Love to you and all of yours,
Aunt Michelle

Pamela Laughing Waters - March 27 at 12:32 PM

“

From Aunt Marge:
I don’t know where to start (I think though that your wonderful mother was my
soulmate long before I ever met her). She was certainly my 7th ‘sister’ not long after

we met.... shortly after her family moved to Wahpeton.
It was my good fortune to be in Mrs Basset’s home ec class, where Marilyn was also
assigned. I was probably the second most joyous person in the class to meet her Mrs Bassett would have been the first admirer... as she realized immediately that
Marilyn was a ‘student teacher’ - friendly, unassuming, sweetly quiet - but she knew
how to do everything… to perfection.
Perhaps it is a bit of an understatement to say I was not so quiet.... in fact I was in
the process of planning an early fall hayride... during class! I planned (without
consulting him) that my older brother Gene would drive “old Lizzy,” a lovely truck that
was in the family, with the back filled with hay.
I realized Marilyn needed to get acquainted in town and I could help with that. She
was perfection... and my brother Gene was also somewhat of a perfectionist. Marilyn
was a bit reluctant but agreed to be one of my guests... I didn’t tell her that she would
have the seat of honor - in the cab of the truck - with Gene. Only then did I ask Gene
to drive us on the ride... when he resisted, I explained that I had invited a lovely new
girl in town to be his companion. After I enumerated her virtues, he was more than
agreeable.
I guess we could say the rest is history. Marilyn was always a sister to all of us and
an important and loved member of our family. She taught all of us so much - by
example. Her strong Christian faith was taught - her Christian writings - poetry and
prose - said so much but was never preaching.
When Gene was in the service and reported to duty out west, Doug and I were in
Portland Oregon. Marilyn drove their house trailer over those hills and mountains
from North Dakota to the west coast. We had a wonderful visit with them. I do not
know another young woman who was so capable and accomplished so much in such
a sweet quiet way. She didn’t have to say anything...she just showed us by example.
I was amazed when she told me that she had roller-skated on the marble stone floor
of the ND state capitol as it was being built!
Most of all I remember her total submission to her Creator. In all her efforts she was
faithful in her adoration of and love for her personal Lord and Savior.... and now she
has gone from us but will never be forgotten... she is home.
While we grieve our loss, she would encourage us to stay the course until we join her
and our sister Melanie (who passed just five days after Marilyn)......It must have been
a joyous reunion!
Please accept my deep sympathy to you and your siblings - we were all fortunate to
have had Marilyn in our lives.
Marjorie (Lenzmeier) Glover
Pamela Laughing Waters - March 27 at 12:31 PM

“

From Aunt Marge:
I don’t know where to start (I think though that your wonderful mother was my
soulmate long before I ever met her). She was certainly my 7th ‘sister’ not long after
we met.... shortly after her family moved to Wahpeton.
It was my good fortune to be in Mrs Basset’s home ec class, where Marilyn was also
assigned. I was probably the second most joyous person in the class to meet her Mrs Bassett would have been the first admirer... as she realized immediately that
Marilyn was a ‘student teacher’ - friendly, unassuming, sweetly quiet - but she knew
how to do everything… to perfection.
Perhaps it is a bit of an understatement to say I was not so quiet.... in fact I was in
the process of planning an early fall hayride... during class! I planned (without
consulting him) that my older brother Gene would drive “old Lizzy” a lovely truck that
was in the family, with the back filled with hay.
I realized Marilyn needed to get acquainted in town and I could help with that. She
was perfection... and my brother Gene was also somewhat of a perfectionist. Marilyn
was a bit reluctant but agreed to be one of my guests... I didn’t tell her that she would
have the seat of honor - in the cab of the truck - with Gene. Only then did I ask Gene
to drive us on the ride... when he resisted, I explained that I had invited a lovely new
girl in town to be his companion. After I enumerated her virtues, he was more than
agreeable.
I guess we could say the rest is history. Marilyn was always a sister to all of us and
an important and loved member of our family. She taught all of us so much - by
example. Her strong Christian faith was taught - her Christian writings - poetry and
prose - said so much but was never preaching.
When Gene was in the service and reported to duty out west, Doug and I were in
Portland Oregon. Marilyn drove their house trailer over those hills and mountains
from North Dakota to the west coast. We had a wonderful visit with them. I do not
know another young woman who was so capable and accomplished so much in such
a sweet quiet way. She didn’t have to say anything...she just showed us by example.
I was amazed when she told me that she had roller-skated on the marble stone floor
of the ND state capitol as it was being built!
Most of all I remember her total submission to her Creator. In all her efforts she was
faithful in her adoration of and love for her personal Lord and Savior.... and now she
has gone from us but will never be forgotten... she is home.
While we grieve our loss, she would encourage us to stay the course until we join her
and our sister Melanie (who passed just five days after Marilyn)......It must have been
a joyous reunion!
Please accept my deep sympathy to you and your siblings - we were all fortunate to
have had Marilyn in our lives.

Marjorie (Lenzmeier) Glover
Pamela Laughing Waters - March 25 at 06:31 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Frank and Darla Lenzmeier - March 25 at 11:55 AM

“
“

“

Great photo, Uncle Frank!!
Pamela - March 25 at 06:12 PM

Gene and Marilyn Lenzmeier with her boulder in their front yard July 1985
Frank Le - March 27 at 09:05 AM

Marilyn's artistry was well known in Moorhead and the surrounding area. When the
Tree Top opened a lovely restaurant and entertainment venue on the top floor in
Moorhead, developers wanted only Marilyn to adorn the windows. At dinner and
during musical functions those light clouds surrounded us. When we purchased our
home on the river in West Fargo, Marilyn covered a wall of windows with just such
beauty. When we moved to a smaller home, Marilyn remade those window
adornments and they are still with us today. Her sweet smile and humble dedication
to our Lord and Savior remains in our hearts.
Sister-in-law Kathleen and Brother-in-law (by marriage) Robert "Bob" Creighton

Pamela Laughing Waters - March 24 at 02:42 PM

“

We want to send our sympathy to your Family. Marilyn did all our beautiful window
treatments at our home in Moorhead. They were our backyard neighbors. Gordy worked
together with Tom years back. Marilyn and Gene raised a wonderful Family.
Gordon and Darlene Severtson
Gordon and Darlene Severtson - March 25 at 02:02 AM

“

So nice to hear from you!! Hope all is well with you and yours! Thanks for remembering us!
Pamela - March 25 at 06:13 PM

“

Pamela's Eulogy Part 1
There is no way to summarize a life in just a few minutes, but I’d like to share some
thoughts with you about my Mom.
During the Tribute Video, we heard the song You Are the Face of God. My mother
was the face of God for me. I know she prayed for me even while I was in her womb,
and those prayers were answered. My mother was, first and foremost, a woman of
faith. Even as a young child, she had such an earnest desire and love for God. That
continued throughout her entire life, and defined who she was.
That deep desire to know God intimately had a profound influence on my life. I felt it
myself, and undertook a journey of exploration just like she did. Her journey at one
point estranged her from her parents, because they did not understand the wisdom
that was being given to Marilyn by God—a direction for her life. After my parents had
dated for quite awhile, they eventually split up because of “religious differences.”
That evening, my mother prayed, not for her own will, but to be shown God’s will.
The next day, when Mom & Dad got together to return items to each other and
finalize the break-up, they drove around for quite some time without saying anything.
Mom finally asked Dad, “Did you have a dream last night?” He hesitated, then said,
“Yes, but I don’t think you’d like it.” She asked him what he had dreamed. He said “I
dreamed we were being married in the Catholic Church.” She replied, “I dreamed I
was taking instructions in the Catholic faith!” And thus were they shown that they
were meant to be together and raise a family, in faith, hope and love!
Mom was such an example of letting go of her own desires and her own
preconceptions, and allowing God to guide her. I have to say that I learned from the
best!! In my own life, I was many times guided to turn over my own feelings and
convictions about what I thought was “right,” and to allow God to guide me. Not
surprisingly, Mom didn’t always understand or accept my guidance, because it wasn’t
the same as hers had been. We were estranged for a time, and we both prayed for
reconciliation—because God’s love was the deepest and truest thing in our lives, and
we each had to trust our own guidance. Eventually, because of willingness and
openness on both of our parts and God’s gracious love, we were able to come back
together in love and acceptance of our “differences.”
Both Mom and I experienced situations in which we were clear about our own
guidance, and then thought that others’ guidance should mirror our own. Both of us
learned that it is impossible for anyone to be separated from God, from love—that
God will always find us where we are, and show us what we are to do next. All of my
siblings have similar experiences of learning to listen for the still, small voice of God
to direct our lives. We acknowledge that, while we all receive divine guidance, it
doesn’t always look the same for everyone. But underneath it all is ONLY LOVE. This
was reflected in the third song you heard, “There Is Only Love.” As you have heard
and witnessed for yourself, Marilyn’s life was characterized by love—love for her
God, her husband, her children, and countless others.
The one thing people noticed most about Mom as she grew older and her mind
started to wander, was that she gave fantastic hugs! She might not always have the
words to express her thoughts, but she never lost of the ability to express her LOVE!

Pamela Laughing Waters - March 24 at 02:40 PM

“

Pamela's Eulogy Part 2
All of you know about Marilyn’s fantastic sewing talent. She had a tremendous ability
to create beauty all around her! She made quilts for several of us children, and had
tremendous patience when working on something she really loved to do!
I remember asking Mom to teach me how to sew, and how she patiently drew lines
on fabric, first straight and then curved, for me to sew along. Right after high school
graduation, I joined her for a summer in sewing draperies for customers.
That skill has provided me with hundreds of hours of creative experience with fabrics,
and some of the most satisfying projects I have ever done! I learned from the best!!
I remember one time when I was starting a project of making a beautiful duvet
cover, with a gorgeous floral pattern. I was in the process of working out how to
match up the design so that everything would line up when I sewed the seams. I was
struggling a bit trying to remember how best to do this, when my parents dropped in
for a visit to our home in Roseville. This was very unusual; they never visited without
pre-arranging it! I showed Mom my project, and she helped me to line up all the
flowers so that the seams were nearly invisible! It was one of the most ambitious
projects I had ever undertaken, and she showed up just when I needed her!!
I hand-made a doll for my Mom while I was home with my two children and
supplementing our income with a small business. I specialized in creating dolls to
look like the individual person for whom they were created. I thought about making
one for Mom, but we were still having some difficulties in our relationship, and I didn’t
feel completely peaceful about doing it. When the time was right, I was led to make a
doll for her, and in the process many of my conflicted feelings about Mom and my
relationship with her were healed. Using one of the tools that she so often used to
express love, I was able to access the deep love that has always connected us, even
when we appeared to be “disconnected.” I named the doll “Dukey” which was a
childhood nickname of Marilyn’s. And even though most of my female dolls were
clothed in dresses, I made sure that Dukey had pants and a blouse to reflect the
active child that Mom was!
All of us are blessed to know that Marilyn is now in Heaven, enjoying eternal, loving
union with her Creator and Savior, and we rejoice in knowing this. We will miss her,
but are so happy that she has gone to her reward.
Pamela (Lenzmeier) Laughing Waters

Pamela Laughing Waters - March 24 at 02:40 PM

“

Mom lived the life of The Proverbs Woman...This was to be read at her Celebration
of Life Service:
Proverbs 31: 10-31 (The Message)
"A good woman is hard to find, and worth far more than diamonds. Her husband
trusts her without reserve; never spiteful, she treats him generously all her life long.
She shops around for the best yarns and cottons and enjoys knitting and sewing.
She is up before dawn preparing meals for her family and organizing her day. She
senses the worth of her work. She's skilled in the crafts of home and hearth, diligent

in homemaking. She's quick to assist anyone in need. She makes and mends her
own clothing for her family. Her clothing is well made, and she always faces
tomorrow with a smile. When she speaks, she has something worthwhile to say and
says it kindly. Her children respect and bless her. The woman to be admired and
praised is the woman who lives in the Fear-of-God." Well done, Mom--you've been a
Good and Faithful Servant of God! Love, Annie
Annie Bergquist - March 24 at 01:35 PM

“

“

Love this, Annie! It's perfect!
Pamela Laughing Waters - March 24 at 03:06 PM

Sending our love and prayers to Marilyn's family. What a beautiful woman of faith.
And what a seamstress! I remember the beautiful full length drapes she made for our
living room and dining room in Wahpeton. All while caring for her wonderful, growing
family. She was the true Proverbs 31 woman. Rest well Marilyn.
Joe and Elaine Frison

Elaine Frison - March 23 at 04:18 PM

“

High Point Networks ( Paul Lenzmeier) purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the
family of Marilyn Lenzmeier.

High Point Networks ( Paul Lenzmeier) - March 23 at 03:32 PM

“

We remember when Marilyn picked out her rocks for their front yard at Benedict Pit
SE of Moorhead. She spotted a large boulder that just had to be in her yard, we were
able to load and haul and place it for her. It was hard work but such a great day. The
joy she got and the joy we experienced lingers yet today in our hearts.
Love, Frank & Darla Lenzmeier

Frank Lenzmeier - March 22 at 07:25 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Marilyn's passing. My sincere condolences to the family.
Elizabeth (nee Wicker) Bennefeld
Fargo, ND

Elizabeth Bennefeld - March 22 at 02:31 PM

“

90 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - March 11 at 01:59 PM

“

We are so sorry about Mrs. Lenzmeier.

Marty and Janice Johnson - March 06 at 04:40 PM

“

Every Christmas we read Marilyn ‘s poem No Room in the Inn. Marilyn wrote this poem in
1994 because she could not find a Christmas card that thoroughly told Jesus’s story of his
birth and beautiful gift of salvation. This poem and other poems along with the history of her
faith walk are compiled in her book: The Wind of the Spirit. A wonderful testimony of her life
and a beautiful legacy to pass onto our family for generations!
Much love to my brother Gene and my nieces and nephews and grands during this time of
remembrance ! Love #9 , Aunt Lee Ann Folden
Lee Ann Folden - March 10 at 06:23 PM

“

Marilyn showed us that Grace never goes out of style. She truly emulated Martha in caring
for her family. She was a woman of deep abiding faith and you always knew where she
stood. Marilyn's smile lit up her face, her eyes and our hearts. We Love You Marilyn.
Frank & Darla Lenzmeier
Frank Lenzmeier - March 22 at 06:57 PM

“

We are grateful for the many years of shared lives and wonderful memories of Marilyn and
your family. Our condolences to you.
Ralph and Donna Lemar and family
Donna Lemar - March 23 at 09:07 AM

