Lisa Breiland
April 22, 1961 - September 16, 2020

Lisa Kay Breiland was born April 22, 1961, in Moorhead, MN, to Larry and Barbara
(Edwards) Breiland. Lisa lived her entire life in the Fargo-Moorhead area. She graduated
from Fargo South High School and Moorhead State University, where she earned her
teaching degree in Phy. Ed, Health and Coaching.
Lisa won numerous awards for her athletic abilities and coaching. Her teaching not only
reflected her academic knowledge and skill but her great love, care and interest in her
students. Lisa continually encouraged her students and always wanted the very best for
them.
Lisa was a woman of truth, integrity, loyalty and reflected God’s character with her firm
beliefs in truth and justice. Lisa had a humble heart and always tried to help those in need.
She also had an immense love and care for animals, and was known for being a rescuer
of stray animals, often bringing them home so she could find their owners or homes so
they would be safe.
Lisa brought joy to many people’s hearts with her kindness, beautiful outlook on life and
wonderful sense of humor.
Lisa was a very special person. Her character continually reflected God’s character. She
was a virtuous woman, a mentor and the ultimate role model to many.
Lisa’s ministry path changed in 2010 when she opened Apex Painting and Cleaning with
Colleen Buechler. Through their work, they brought excellence and skill to each job. The
people they worked for became more than customers, became lasting friendships.
Even in Lisa’s last days through intense pain, she was able to whisper “hallelujah...I am
blessed as she continued to keep her eyes focused on the Lord. She was recently
honored with the award of Christian Sports Commission Hall of Fame award, the first
woman to receive the award. The trophy reads “Lady of Christian Faith, Friend of Kids,

Woman of Courage and Role Model to All.”
Lisa went to her heavenly home on Wednesday, September 16, 2020, in her Moorhead
home under the care of her family, friends and Hospice of the Red River Valley.
Lisa is survived by her mother, Barb Breiland; brother, Steven (Ruth) Breiland; her “sister
from another mother”, Colleen Buechler; aunts and uncles, Norman (Suzanne) Edwards,
Shirley (“Tork”) Fuglestad, Kay (Jake) Jacobson, and Lloyd (Ardis) Breiland.
She was preceded in death by her father, Larry Breiland; grandparents, Andrew and Tracy
Edwards; and Georgine Breiland.
Visitation for Lisa will be Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020, from 5 – 7 PM, with a prayer service and
time of remembrance at 7 PM, in Salem Evangelical Free Church, 1002 – 10th Street
South, Fargo. Her funeral will be at the same church Monday, Sept. 21, 2020, at 1 PM.
For safety concerns, masks will be required for both services. Burial will take place in
Riverside Cemetery, Moorhead.
Lisa’s service will be livestreamed from her obituary page on Korsmo Funeral Service
website.
We apologize for the quality of the broadcast this evening. Internet access was very
difficult and we will do our best for a stronger signal for Lisa’s service on Monday.
Funeral Service livestream link: https://portal.midweststreams.com/services/watch/MbbA4
v9aCw
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - September 21, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

I am heartbroken in reading this sad, sad news. Lisa was my tennis coach at
Moorhead High School. Lisa was back then, 30 years ago, the same person that is
being spoken of so highly in this obituary. Lisa was an amazing person. She was
always there encouraging me, supporting me and lifting me up. Whether I was
having having a bad match or a tough time in school. Lisa was so unbelievably kind
that she even bought me a new pair of tennis shoes because mine were worn out
and my parents, at the time, really couldn't afford another pair for me. Lisa and I had
several conversations about a varity of issues. Her kind and encouraging words I will
never forget. This earth really lost an amazing person and heaven gained the most
incredible angel! God bless you Lisa and may you rest in peace.

Jen - September 26, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Sure sad to learn of Lisa passing. She was my favorite at Richland. The teachers
could not handle me . the principal didn't want me in his office so he gave me to
LISA. I spent more time in her office then I did in class.... And learned more from her
for sure. Rest Easy Lisa .

Niki Lee Buchholz - September 24, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

Lisa, so sad to hear of your passing. My association with you is through basketball. I
had the privilege of being a referee for some of your games over the years. When I
worked your games I knew your team would be well coached. You may have
disagreed with some of the calls, but you always handled those situations with class
and integrity. God bless your memory. Luther Sannes

Luther Sannes - September 23, 2020 at 12:04 PM

“

Chris & Kelly Ward purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Lisa
Breiland.

Chris & Kelly Ward - September 21, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

Prayers go out to the entire family. Great memories coaching on the other bench
from Lisa! I respected her greatly and it was always fun to catch up before and after
the games we played against each other. We always had to be prepared if we were
going to beat her team! "May flights of angels sing thee to thy rest." Mark & Jennifer
Quenette

Mark Quenette - September 20, 2020 at 10:11 PM

“

Lisa was my tennis coach from 7th grade (when she literally taught me the game)
through high school. She was a wonderful coach and excellent mentor to us all. I
think of her often when hearing about Spuds tennis or driving by the courts. God
bless Lisa's memory and those who mourn her.

Andrea Greiff - September 20, 2020 at 10:05 PM

“

Lisa and I met at Fargo South High...in the gym, I'm pretty sure through Miss Grant,
a phys ed teacher there. We shared a love for basketball, and if we weren't in class,
we were in the gym. Off times were spent in the Breiland's back yard...on the
basketball court or any other court we could find to play.
Lisa had a sweet smile and a sweet spirit, and she had the cutest little giggle when
she found something to be funny.
Her love for the Lord was evident in her life.
Years passed, and as we grew older, our life paths changed, and we would only see
each other occasionally, running into each other at McDonald's or other random
places.
I haven't seen Lisa in several years, but I know that we will meet in heaven one day.
Until then, my friend, I will miss you.

Desiree Morton - September 20, 2020 at 07:34 PM

“

I had the privilege of coaching with Lisa many years at Moorhead High. What a kind
and talented person she was. Always willing to help and share ideas. Will be missed
by many!!

Ron Drechsel - September 20, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

I spent many years working with Lisa at Richland 44 and thought of her, not only as a
colleague but also as a good friend. She had a big heart for all living creatures but
kids and animals were certainly at the top of the list. Her patience, genuine concern,
and gentle sense of humor warmed her to students who were at an awkward time in
their lives as well as students confident in their skills. Those of us who worked
closely with her saw these rare gifts and regretted the day she left our school system.
The world has lost a very special person.

Linda Kuruc - September 20, 2020 at 04:12 PM

“

Oh, Barb. I cannot imagine what you are going through right now. May the Lord send
his angels to wrap their arms around you and bring you peace. This place is not our
home.

Heather Guttormson - September 20, 2020 at 11:25 AM

“

When I walked into the Richland gym for summer camp in 1996, Lisa and I clicked
right away. We shared a love for basketball that was the topic of conversation for us
for 25 years. I think this love for the game was contagious as our players loved
coming to open gyms, practices and thrived on competition. Lisa taught me so much
in my first five years of teaching/coaching but what sticks out the most is the example
she set on how to talk with kids and parents and how to represent Richland. I can
hear her calm, respectful manner in my voice as I teach and talk with kids/parents
still today. Lisa was someone you could talk to about anything...a counselor to many.
She listened, she never judged, she gave suggestions and always supported. When
thinking about leaving Richland after five years to take a head coaching/teaching job
in Minnesota, she tried to encourage me to stay at Richland as she knew what a
team she and I made and how great our school is. I remember her telling me that "if
head coaching is what you'd like to try, you can be the head coach here and I will be
the assistant." That was Lisa....never about herself, but always about what she
thought was best for the team. I chose to leave but came back a few years later. Lisa
supported that and continued encouraging me through it all. Our friendship continued
over the years sharing stories and talking basketball. She was my mentor, my role
model and an amazing friend. I keep thinking of the words "good and faithful
servant." That's what she was. She loved the Lord and it showed. Although her work
on earth may be done, her work will continue as she watches over us from above.
Her legacy continues in all those that she taught, coached or called friend. She was
one in a million. My deepest sympathies to Barb, Steve, her family and all that love
her!

Laurie Rueckert-Klein - September 20, 2020 at 10:14 AM

“

Lisa was one of my sons PE teacher; whom he loved. She was also a great painter;
as she painted my kitchen and did a professional job. But most of all, I remember her
as a humble, godly women of faith. She is very much missed.
Jacque Ulstad

Jacque Ulstad - September 19, 2020 at 08:17 PM

“

Oh Barb I am so sorry. Lisa was such a wonderful caring woman. You can be so
proud of her. Grace Electric and team our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Grace Cummings Pas - September 19, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

So sorry to hear again that Lisa fought cancer. I remember her struggle with her first
battle fighting so valiantly and yet kept the faith. She was an "overcomer" and her
reward in heaven will be great! She was a light too many and always "real". My
deepest sympathies to Barb and her family. She will be truly missed. She was an
inspiration to so many as well as to me.

Teresa Nygard - September 19, 2020 at 06:56 PM

“

Lisa, Lisa, Lisa!!! Rich and I loved you so very much. You laughed at all our goofy
jokes; you were kind, compassionate, caring, loving, generous, silly, genuine and so
much more!!! Your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ was such an example to us. You
blessed so many students while you were their coach, and were a daily blessing to
we who had the privilege of sharing an office with you.
Our “football gang” grew and we enjoyed so many wonderful afternoons together. As
we learned of the health challenge that returned to you from so many years ago, we
were stunned, however, this was followed with intentional, daily prayer for your
healing. Only in the past few months did we come to fully understand the level of
pain that you endured beginning in early 2020. Yet, your beautiful smile continued
and our love for you and your warm & wonderful heart grew with each day.
Rich and I will never find a replacement for your gift of friendship and love, however,
we are assured we will meet you again in our Heavenly homes. May God continue to
bless others through you, and may God forever bless your sweet memory!!!
Love, Rich and Virginia (Nulle) Beaver
September 19, 2020

Virginia & Richard Beaver - September 19, 2020 at 02:36 PM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Lisa Breiland.

September 19, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

I would just like to use this platform to pay my respects to Ms. Breiland. I was lucky
enough to have Ms. Breiland as my phys-ed teacher while I attended Park Christian
high school. Ms. Breiland was not only one of my favorite teachers there, but one of
my favorite people as well. Ms. Breiland was always smiling and it was obvious that
she genuinely cared about her students and wanted to help them succeed in life. I
have always had huge respect for Ms. Breiland and what she believed in and how
she carried herself. I’m deeply saddened and devastated to hear of the passing of
Ms. Breiland but I know she is with her Savior now. I extend my deepest sympathies
and prayers to Ms. Breiland’s family and closest friends.

Jordan Smith - September 18, 2020 at 11:22 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lisa Breiland.

September 18, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

Children traversing into the tricky years of adolescent-hood are directly and indirectly
molded by their experiences and influenced by those around them. How fortunate we
were to have Lisa encouraging us on during those impressionable years. She led by
example both on and off the court and instilled in us the cornerstones of what it
means to be human at the core.
Lisa authentically cared about everyone, no matter one’s background or
circumstance - every single student mattered. She celebrated our individuality,
recognizing the ability and potential each of us had, and guided us to be our best self
every day.
Lisa taught us to take the high road, kindness is everything, that we can achieve
exponentially more working together as a team than what we can alone, and that
hard work does pay off in the long run but, on the flip side, do not expect more than
what you put into it.
Most importantly, she walked her talk - and because of that she gained our respect.
Time and again we would observe other teams coaches fly off the handle screaming
at their players, or be involved in personal scandal or other drama. Lisa, in stark
contrast, was a rock - calm and collected and dependable - only raising her voice
when it mattered and, because of that, we would listen.
Yes, we wanted to win, but I think in many ways we were playing just as much as to
make her proud. We were able to work hard, dig deep, and achieve more because
she was our coach.
So many times over the years since middle and high school, during both high and
low points in my life, I have been subconsciously guided by many of these
“Lisaisms”, more often than not only realizing it after the fact.
Despite my grief over losing Lisa much too soon I find comfort in the fact that Lisa
lives on in me. I am doing my best to pass on to my son what I have learned from
her. Lisa will live on in him.
I am a better person having had Lisa in my life - of that I am certain - and I am
forever thankful. But, ultimately, at the end of the day... I just want to make her proud.
Julie Kuruc - Richland High School Class of 2000

Julie Kuruc - September 18, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

Kelly Plumbing Dan and Nick purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
Lisa Breiland.

Kelly Plumbing Dan and Nick - September 18, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

Heartfelt sympathy to Barb and family. We were so lucky to spend some holidays
with you ladies and to run into Lisa at MSU and out and about in Fargo-Moorhead.
Lisa's easy smile will be missed. May her family feel the love of those who loved Lisa
in the days and months to come.

Kristi Edwards - September 18, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Barb,Steve, and Ruth. I will always remember the times at Our
Grandparents in Moorhead, when we would get together. Those were great memories! We
will keep you in our prayers. Paul, LeAnn, and kids
Paul Edwards - September 18, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

Dear Barb and family:
Our Precious Savior Jesus Christ has wrapped His arms around you...He will give
you comfort and peace, as you mourn and grieve.
Lisa served her Lord well, as a woman of faith. She touched the lives of so many in
her earthly journey. I will always remember the stories we shared about Lisa bringing
home animals in need...her compassion and kindness...beyond measure.
I am Praying for you...I am here for you.
Joyce Halone

Joyce Halone - September 18, 2020 at 02:52 PM

“

What a wonderful colleague and friend Lisa was to Lora and me at RHS. The world
has lost another shining light way to early. Deepest condolences to the family of Lisa.
LowelI

Lowell Workin - September 18, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

MSU Moorhead Women's Basketball purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum
for the family of Lisa Breiland.

MSU Moorhead Women's Basketball - September 18, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Lisa Breiland.

September 18, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

"Lisa and I shared a room at Richland High School for a time. We laughed together a
lot, and also cried together. She was a remarkable person and friend. I will miss her
very much."
Drea Sharff Gyldenvand

Drea Sharff Gyldenvand - September 18, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Lisa was our neighbor when we lived in Moorhead. It never failed, whenever we saw
each other outside, or if my children were outside, or my dog, really anyone, Lisa had
a smile and kind words ready. Which usually meant, we talked with her and Colleen
for quite awhile just catching up. It was a bittersweet day when we moved away
knowing we wouldn't see them regularly. And a very sad day to hear that Lisa wasn't
well. I'm thankful for my last visit with her earlier this week.

Leah Paulson - September 18, 2020 at 08:31 AM

“

Dear Barb, I am so sad to read about Lisa and wanted to send my sincere
condolences. It has to be so difficult to lose someone so special. My heart goes out
to you and your son and my prayers are with you. Knowing she is with Jesus helps
but your loss is great.

Kathy Yohe
kathy a yohe - September 18, 2020 at 08:28 AM

“

Sorry for your families loss! She was a teacher of mine in Richland #44 she was a
wonderful person, way to young to go. She will be greatly missed!

Danelle Bergh - September 17, 2020 at 11:39 PM

“

I am blessed to have known Lisa. She made everyone she met and cared for a better
person. She would do whatever she could to help anyone or animal in need. Lisa
had a gigantic heart for the Lord and everyone she called friend.

Roxane Junkin - September 17, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

I only met Lisa a handful of times while speaking to her students at Park Christian,
but we connected immediately through our love of sports. I could tell how passionate
she was about teaching and how much she loved her students. My condolences to
her family and friends.

Kristi Engelstad - September 17, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

Lisa was a great friend and co-worker at RIchland. We have many great memories of
working together in the summer doing custodial work. Lisa was a great educator and
coach, kids respected and learned many great lessons about life from Lisa. Her great
sense of humor and her famous sayings will always be remembered. Our deepest
sympathy to the Breiland family.
Lenny & Mary Krueger

Lenny Krueger - September 17, 2020 at 06:32 PM

“

Lisa was the person you wanted to coach your children. She not only taught them
the game, but how to be a team mate, a sportsman and how not to make one bad
game define you. Her sense of humor was contagious, she would be on the sidelines
yelling "dogs, dogs, dogs" when thing didn't go right. She was our friend and we will
miss her. It was a life well lived.
Jim and Robin Caspers

Robin Kay Caspers - September 17, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to Lisa’s friends and family Lisa was my H.S.
Basketball
Coach at Richland #44. I had her my last year as a senior in 1995.
She brought so many good things to our community and sports program. We had a
lot of fun that year and she always made us feel like we were #1. So sorry for your
loss. She was a great mentor and coach!

Holly Guggisberg - September 17, 2020 at 03:04 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Lisa Breiland.

September 17, 2020 at 02:27 PM

“

Steve & Family I am so sorry for your loss. Keeping You & Your Family in My
Thoughts & Prayers at this difficult time. Take Care & God Bless

Shawn Kuehn - September 17, 2020 at 11:38 AM

“

I had the pleasure of meeting Lisa when she adopted my foster dog Willow. She had
the biggest heart of anyone i have ever known- not only for people but for all
animals. I am so blessed to have crossed her path- we texted more then we talked
but i enjoyed checking in with her- was sorry to hear she was having such a tough
time. I can hear her laugh. Heaven gained a very specisl person. She will be missed
- hugs and prayers to Barbara and family and friends.

Tara Pearson - September 17, 2020 at 09:16 AM

“

Lisa was such a kind, caring person. We all got the opportunity to play sports with
her in high school. Her smile will be missed.
With love for her family, Fish, Heidi and Kathi

Nancy Fisher - September 17, 2020 at 06:51 AM

“

Lisa was one of the most genuine people I have ever met. She was kind, caring,
respectful and just a wonderful human being. She was not on this earth nearly long
enough.
You will be missed by so many
Love to all friends and family

Chris Cantler - September 16, 2020 at 11:27 PM

“

I don’t even know where to start- Lisa was not only my coach and teacher, she was a
mentor and a friend. Her guidance started with basketball camps in early elementary
school, and continued long after high school. I know I am a better person because I
had her to look up to. Not many kids enjoy getting up for early practice or camps, but
I couldn’t wait! She made the game challenging but so much fun! My thoughts and
prayers to you all. Lisa- you are going to be missed. Thank you for everything

Kayla Mark (Kinneberg) - September 16, 2020 at 11:24 PM

“

Lisa was my basketball coach in High school. I went to Moorhead High. Lisa was
very special to me. She was the best coach and friend. I look back on my time with
her and am so thankful I was able to learn from her. She was such a wonderful
person and I am blessed to have been coached by her. Even though we lost touch
over the years, I never forgot Lisa and always thought of her with great fondness
when thinking back on my high school years. Sending all my love and heartfelt
condolences during this difficult time. God certainly gained a beautiful angel.
Julie (Jacobson) Manke

Julie Manke - September 16, 2020 at 10:49 PM

“

Lisa had a tremendous influence on me as a young educator and coach. She was an
easy friend with a genuine heart who freely gave to others. I have many, many happy
memories of Richland 44 and they all involve Lisa Breiland.

Rob Lech - September 16, 2020 at 10:18 PM

“

Barb and family, my prayers continue to be with you. Lisa was a wonderful person
and a joy to be around. I appreciated how she mentored Mike with coaching. I
enjoyed visiting with her over the years.

Tammy Owens - September 16, 2020 at 09:56 PM

“

Lisa was an amazing teacher, coach and most of all a beautiful person. Lisa was my
daughter Josephine’s coach through jr high and highschool. I truly believe Jo would
not be the person she is today without the guidance and friendship Lisa shared with
her and so many others. She made this world a better place by just being in it. We
will miss her very much. All our love and prayers go out to her family at this difficult
time. Much love. Eric and Celeste Greenquist xoxoxo

Celeste G - September 16, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

Barb, Steve, Colleen our thoughts and prayers are with. Lisa was our friend. We were
blessed to be teachers along side of her. We enjoyed many good conversations and fun
boat rides. Our joy comes from knowing she is with Jesus. Much love to you all, Phil and
Sharon Brown
phil and Sharon Brown - September 17, 2020 at 11:14 PM

“

Barb, Steve, Colleen and family. My prayers continue to be with you. Lisa was such a
wonderful and very kind person and great to be around. We will truly miss her.
Dan Gill - September 18, 2020 at 05:25 PM

“

Lisa and I coached together at Moorhead Junior High back when it was “the junior high”.
She was kind, caring and always positive to both her athletes and fellow coaches. She was
a great role model for our female athletes and a joy to coach with!
Robin L Oestreich
Moorhead PE Teacher/Coach
Robin L Oestreich - September 19, 2020 at 09:51 PM

“

Our family knew Lisa when she coached along side our former husband and father, Larry
Potter. She was a welcome visitor in our home during those brief years as colleagues,
although I'm not sure if it was PCS or Moorhead HS BB teams. Maybe both. As I recall her,
she was gifted with a tender, welcoming demeanor whose impact has ushered many
toward a relationship with Jesus. I know our daughters, Tia and Cana loved being around
her! Nancy (Potter) Stensgard
Nancy (Potter) Stensgard - September 21, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

I am so sorry for this families loss! Lisa was such a genuine person that always saw the
best in everyone. I was fortunate to have had her as my tennis coach at Moorhead Junior
High and Moorhead Senior High. She always encouraged us and was such a positive
person that provided such amazing inspiration! My heart is broken! Jamie Busse Odegaard
Jamie Odegaard - October 05, 2020 at 04:05 PM

“

I can only say how sad I am for Lisa's family, notably Mrs Barb and Steve. Lisa was my
friend over 40 years ago and hearing this sad news has brought pleasant memories of the
kindness, friendship and laughter Lisa graciously shared with me. She was a treasure then
and based on the words I have read here and seen via video, she lived her life well. God
bless you Breilands! James Johnson
James Johnson - November 21, 2020 at 01:35 AM

