John H. Eide
November 15, 1924 - March 23, 2019

John Henry Eide, 94, passed away peacefully, surrounded by his family, on Saturday,
March 23, 2019, at Eventide on Eighth in Moorhead, MN, after a brief battle with cancer.
John was born November 15, 1924, to Edward and Elizabeth (Hauge) Eide in Rothsay,
MN. John grew up on the family farm near Carlisle, MN, with his two brothers and two
sisters. He graduated from Fergus Falls (MN) High School.
He married Beverly Boen on May 30, 1948. Together they had three children – Bradley,
Richard and Meridee. They began their married life in Fergus Falls, followed by several
years in Bloomington, MN, before finally settling in Moorhead in 1962.
John worked on the family farm growing up (even driving the tractor at the age of 12),
Boen Grocery in Fergus Falls, Corn Products, Groves-Kelco (a grocery store jobber),
Minnota Carbonics and lastly John Eide Sales selling restaurant equipment.
Patience, hard work, pride and love for his family were his strongest virtues. His first love
was Bev and his children, followed closely by family relations. There were many family
gatherings at the homestead farm in Carlisle and also at the nearby Sether homestead
farm. He will be remembered as a kind, loving, and encouraging father and grandfather,
who showed by example, what to strive for as a human being; to be loyal to those you
love, to show kindness to others, to be considerate, and to be strong for those surrounding
you that need you.
His days were full, beginning with morning coffee gatherings, various bridge groups, the
YMCA for a sauna, and evenings for local high school games, especially football and
basketball. He enjoyed traveling the country with Bev in their motorhome, woodworking,
golf, playing cards, model railroads, pancake feeds and just eating out, because “I don’t
like to cook and I don’t like what I cook!” He enjoyed working with his hands and creating
something that would bring joy to others. The diversity of his work was impressive, from
finishing basements in his various homes, to wood toys, or bookcases for his family, and

to the ultimate toy a Great-Grandpa could make, an M&M candy dispenser.
Another passion of John’s was going to an annual Lutefisk dinner at a local church, and
who doesn’t love a good Lutefisk dinner? Well, unfortunately, it is an acquired taste for
most people. However, John could show up to the dinner with as many as 20 family
members. He could entertain a room with his stories. Generally, the stories wouldn’t begin
until he had a toothpick in hand, but when he talked, everyone listened; whether it was
stories of his childhood on the farm, the travels he took with his wife, Bev, his love of
trains, or simply the newest joke/riddle he knew. John will be remembered for his warmth,
kindness, interest in others, his easy smile, wry sense of humor and well timed jokes.
John is survived by his children, Bradley (Barbara) Eide, Richard (Nancy) Eide, and
Meridee Gabbard; six grandchildren, Courtney (Shane) Werre, Kristin (Nour Eddine Tahri)
Eide, Erin (Colt) Johnson, Kelsey (Crys) Marshall, Alida Eide, and Zachary Gabbard; eight
great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.
John was preceded in death by his wife, parents and his brothers and sisters.
A Visitation for John will be Thursday, April 4, 2019, from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM, Korsmo
Funeral Chapel, Moorhead.
His Memorial Service will be Friday, April 5, 2019, at 11 AM in Korsmo Funeral Chapel.
Burial will take place in Oak Grove Cemetery, Fergus Falls, MN.
(Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN)
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Comments

“

Fellow hobbyist and friend who I frequently dined with over coffee at McDonalds,
John was always a gracious and kind man, a simple man with poise and class.
You've made an impression on me, John, and I will miss you. Bro. Charles
McDaniels

Bro. Charles McDaniels - April 02, 2019 at 12:37 AM

“

Met John through his grandson and one of my good friends, Zach Gabbard. I would
see him at many different ball games in the area. It was such a joy talking with him
about sports and life in general. He was very charismatic and genuine in all of my
interactions with him. He will be greatly missed! My thoughts and prayers are with all
family and friends.

Jordan Cresap - March 28, 2019 at 04:37 PM

“

I got to know John as he was a good friend of my Dad's. I always enjoyed visiting
with him at Spud games, Saturday morning pancakes and the YMCA. John was
sharp as a tack and always such a kind man. One of the good guys!
Pete Seljevold

Pete Seljevold - March 27, 2019 at 12:42 PM

“

Sorry for your loss of your father, John.
I've known John for several years and it was always nice to run into him and visit for
a bit. Many memories from growing up with his daughter and spending time at the
lake and at their house. He had a wonderful and long life. Cherish the memories.

Shellie Christensen - March 26, 2019 at 03:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album Grandkids

Richard Eide - March 26, 2019 at 11:52 AM

“

1 file added to the album Family

Richard Eide - March 26, 2019 at 10:28 AM

“

JOHN surrounded by his children:
- top right is Brad (son), below him is his wife Barb
- top left is Richard (son), below him is his wife Nancy
- at the bottom is Meridee (daughter)
Richard Eide - March 26, 2019 at 11:33 AM

“

JOHN surrounded by his children
- Top right: Brad (son) and below his is his wife Barb
- Top left: Richard (son) and below him is his wife Nancy
- Bottom: Meridee (daughter)
Richard Eide - March 26, 2019 at 11:41 AM

“

John and children
- Top right: Brad (son) and below him is wife Barb
- Top left: Richard (son) and below him is wife Nancy
- Bottom: Meridee (daughter)
Richard Eide - March 26, 2019 at 12:54 PM

“

My prayers and condolences to the family.
I had the pleasure of working with John at MinnOta Carbonic for several years. I had
not seen him in many years when I stared running into him at the Moorhead Masonic
Lodge for pancake breakfast on Saturday mornings a few years ago. Always enjoyed
catching up.
Brenda Andrews

Brenda Andrews - March 26, 2019 at 09:27 AM

“

Prayers for the family. I always enjoyed calling on John when he worked for Groves Kelli,
then in retirement years our Poker group of Mike, Ron, Randy, Les, Paul and. John. Paul &
Barb Rudh.
Paul - April 03, 2019 at 09:54 AM

“

Always always enjoyed morning conversations with Mr. Eide after his daily morning
coffee. He was so glad I had his coffee mug he had left at the store.
Michelle Schlepp
Family Fare Moorhead

Michelle Schlepp - March 26, 2019 at 07:52 AM

“

Always enjoyed out visits.
Darrel Ruud

Darrel Ruud - March 25, 2019 at 10:50 PM

“

There will only be one John Eide!
I'm proud to call him my Dad. He was patient, kind, of high integrity and he taught me
how to be a father.
Thanks Dad!!
Richard Eide

Richard Eide - March 25, 2019 at 09:45 PM

“

I haven't known John for that long, which is my loss, because he was one of the
finest gentle men I have ever met. Take comfort in the fact that he lived a long and
wonderful life and that he loved all of you very much.
Glen Herness

Glen Herness - March 25, 2019 at 07:21 PM

