Jerome "Jerry" Kicker
January 2, 1931 - February 25, 2019

Jerome Gerald (Zitzow) Kicker, formerly of Dilworth, MN, and Vergas, MN, passed away
Monday, February 25, 2019, after a 14-year battle with Alzheimers.
Grandpa Jerry, as he was best known, was born January 2, 1931, in Deisem, ND, to
Esther Margaretha and Gerhard H. Zitzow. He was the first born, followed by sister,
Dorothea, and brother, LeRoy. He spent much of his childhood in the Perham, MN, and
Vergas area, helping out on the farm and developing the diligent work ethic he was so well
known for.
Grandpa Jerry lost his biological father when he was five, but his mother married Ed
Kicker, who adopted Jerry and his siblings. At 16, Jerry officially became a Kicker.
Family was of the utmost importance to Grandpa, and shortly after moving to Fargo, ND,
as a young adult, he met Kathryn “Kitty” Schnathorst. They got engaged, but before the
couple could marry, Jerry was drafted into the Army to serve in the Korean Conflict. While
on furlough from Army training, he and Kitty married on October 16, 1952. He shipped out
to Germany days later.
In the service, Jerry trained as a combat engineer as well as a carpenter, fulfilling a
lifelong dream he’d had since he was six when he received a carpenter’s toolbox from a
neighbor. When in Germany, he became company carpenter and assistant rigger of the
317th Pontoon Bridge Company. The company built bridges over the Rhine and Danube
Rivers.
Grandpa returned to the states Christmas Day, 1953, and promptly started building a
career—in building. He started his own company, Jerry Kicker Construction, where he
designed and constructed custom homes mostly in Dilworth, but also in the greater FargoMoorhead area and Minnesota lake country.
Grandpa also set to building his family. Nine months after returning home from war,

Daughter one, Valerie, was born. Daughter two, LaVonne, followed shortly after, and then
Cynthia and Elana rounded out the Jerome Kicker Family. He called his girls “my special
blessing in life” and taught them to be humble and kind, and also how to wield a hammer.
In 1987, Kitty Kicker passed away from heart failure, but Grandpa found a second lease
on love and married life-long friend, Lois Walker, in 1988. The two merged their families
and the Kicker empire expanded to include daughters, Pam and Debra, and sons, John
and Ivan.
Grandpa Jerry was preceded in death by his mother, Esther Kicker; father, Gerhard
Zitzow; stepfather, Ed Kicker; wife, Kathryn “Kitty” Kicker; and nephews, Keith Kicker and
Greg Johnson.
He is survived by his wife, Lois; sister, Dorothea; brother, LeRoy; and four daughters,
Valerie (Steve) Larson, Cindy (Randy) Beckett; Vonnie (Ed) Nordgulen, and Lana (Rahn)
Bergee. Additionally, he is survived by Lois’s children, Pamela (Jon) Johnson, Dr. Debra
Walker, John (Deb) Walker, and Ivan Walker. His expanding empire includes 24
grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; and one more on the way.
Rest well, Grandpa. Your crew can take it from here.
Visitation will be Sunday, March 3, 2019, from 6 – 8 PM, with a prayer service at 8 PM, in
Dilworth Lutheran Church. His funeral will be Monday, March 4, 2019, at 11 AM, in the
church. Burial will take place in the spring in Riverside Cemetery, Glyndon.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - March 02, 2019 at 12:55 PM

“

Dear Family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you say good-bye to a very special man.
Jerry did some carpenter work for us when we built our house in '92 and we always
enjoyed his company and carpentry skills. Always greeted you with a smile. May he
rest in peace. Claude and Kari Oppegard

Kari and Claude Oppegard - March 04, 2019 at 01:51 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jerome "Jerry" Kicker.

March 02, 2019 at 02:15 PM

“

89 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - March 02, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

I am very sorry for the passing of Jerome. It was my honor to take care of him, and to
get to know the family a little better.
Chris M. HRRV CNA

Chris Maxfield - March 01, 2019 at 07:32 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Jerome "Jerry" Kicker.

February 28, 2019 at 10:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Jerome "Jerry" Kicker.

February 28, 2019 at 09:08 PM

“

We were so sorry to have heard of Jerry 's passing. Having met him when, we lived
in Moorhead. He knew my parents very well from Vergas and spoke very kindly of
them. They were Clarence and Lucile Fankhanel who owned a cafe there. Your
Grandpa Ed helped them often. May our LORD watch over you always.
Pete and Shari Fankhanel of Vergas.

Pete Fankhanel - February 28, 2019 at 05:30 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Jerome "Jerry" Kicker.

February 28, 2019 at 12:27 PM

“

Lois and family, Jerry was a very special friend of our's and we miss him dearly. He
helped us build our home when we first came to Zion Lutheran on Franklin Lake and
we have been friends every since. His knowledge and skill will always be
remembered. His faith in Jesus helped him in his life and it is to Jesus we turn for
peace during this sad time. in Jesus' name, Pastor Dale and Sue Pepelnjak

Dale Pepelnjak - February 27, 2019 at 01:58 PM

“

I have very good memories of the Kicker family as a whole and Jerry as an
individual. He was a very kind, caring and funny guy. My sympathies to Val, Vonnie,
Cindy & Lana and their families.
Ann Thorsteinson

Ann Thorsteinson - February 27, 2019 at 01:09 PM

