Jane N. Murakami
January 29, 1957 - July 13, 2020

Jane Naomi Murakami, 63, of Northfield MN, passed away peacefully on July 13, 2020.
She was born on January 29, 1957, in Northfield MN, the daughter of Yosh, a longtime
Northfield music teacher, and Miki Murakami.
Jane was a loving person with a big heart for family, friends, those she worked with and
especially children and dogs. She adored children! One could see the delight on her face
and joy in her eyes when she was holding a baby and making her laugh and giggle. Her
fun personality, laughter and great sense of humor earned her the title, “Best Aunt and
Best Storyteller Ever”. She was also known to be quite the dog whisperer. Jane loved her
nieces and nephews and went over the top to show them she was there for them.
Jane graduated from Moorhead High School, Moorhead MN in 1975, and continued on to
college where she received a degree in social work from St Olaf College, Northfield. Her
compassion for others led her to jobs within her occupation which allowed her to help,
equip and encourage others on their journey.
Jane liked learning and had great interest in her Japanese heritage. The courage of her
parents, aunts, uncles and grandparents during and following the war at Pearl Harbor was
of great interest to her. She always remembered the stories. As she talked about her
family history, determination and strength were the characteristics she would use to
describe the generations before her. All who loved her saw that same strength in her as
well.
Jane was preceded in death by her parents Yosh Murakami and Miki Sveinson. She is
survived by brothers Paul (Suzi) Murakami, Edina, MN, Stephen (Bette) Murakami,
Cameron Park, CA and Jon Murakami, Eustis, FL; seven nephews and nieces, Michael,
Molly, Isaac, Austin, Andrew, Charissa and Alyssa; and five great nieces and nephews,
Ka’imi, Avila, Nora, Ezra and Maeve.
Jane never forgot a face or a name, and it will not be possible to ever forget “Auntie Jane”.
She will be loved and remembered always.
A memorial service is planned for a later date.
Memorial's can be sent to the American Diabetes Association's.

A tribute site for Jane has been set up on the American Diabetes Association's website. If
you would like to donate please log in at http://main.diabetes.org/site/TR/Events/TributesAlwaysandForever?pxfid=754271&fr_id=5720&pg=fund and by sure to send the family an
eCard.
Arrangements by Korsmo Funeral Service.

Comments

“

Stacy Garrison Feist is following this tribute.

Stacy Garrison Feist - August 25, 2020 at 11:57 PM

“

Dear Murakami Family,
I just learned of Jane's passing today from my brother, Mike. We remember your
parents joyful voices and the shared humor and chuckles with our parents, Gordie
and Carol.
Jane was extra special in that she was my "Secret Sis" her first year at St. Olaf. It
was always fun to see her on campus and share a hug. We lost touch until last year
when I learned about her challenges with diabetes.
Sending you love and prayers as you remember your sister Jane.
Nancy Solomonson Dumke

Nancy Dumke - August 05, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Hi, Nancy...
I was trying to place the name Dumke, but then I saw your maiden name and it clicked. I
remember the name Gordie Solomonson, and I remember our folks were friends... I know I
speak for my brothers Steve and Jon when I say, this is where we’ll miss Jane the most.
She was the “keeper of the memories” for the four of us, telling stories about mom and dad
that we barely remembered... but she did!
Thank you for your kind words and memories... we really appreciate it.
Paul
Paul Murakami - August 05, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

Dear Murakami family,
I was an instrumental music major at Concordia College from fall 1972 to spring
1976, during which Paul was also a student. I had the privilege and fun of working in
food services with Miki. When I saw your sister's obituary I had to send my respects
and condolences to your wonderful family. Miki shared with me that Yosh contributed
to the stellar choral tradition at CC. My sincere sympathies on the loss of your sister.
May your memories bring you joy and comfort! My memories of your mother bring a
smile and a warm heart.
Sincerely,
Denise Werden

Denise Werden - August 02, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

Denise,
Thank you for your kind words and thoughts about Jane and our mom. It’s comforting to
hear the memories of people who have crossed paths with them. I know Jane is happy to
be with mom again... they were so close.
Jane was not the same after mom died, but I’m grateful for the promise of eternal life... I
think when people think of those who have passed, its a hint of what heaven is like.
Thanks again, Denise... blessings to you and your loved ones!
Paul
Paul Murakami - August 02, 2020 at 11:44 PM

“

Jane was a dear soul and family friend. I would walk past her workplace and if she
saw me and had the time she would come outside and whistle to me to stop. I was
always listening to music but Jane had a louder whistle. We reminisced in old stories.
Baseball in particular. Her father was my first baseball coach. Yosh made a big
impression on me. I remember the cookout at the house on 6th Street after the
season.
Incidentally, my son Danny went to Concordia College and was in the choir. When I
told him Yosh was my baseball coach his eyes lit up and he exclaimed, "You knew
Yosh Murakami?!!!"
Jane had a much better memory than me. It was remarkable the detail of the many
episodes of Remes family events she could recall. Truly a gift to me and my family
her attention to those details.
I was so sad to hear about Jane passing. I didn't even know she wasn't well. She
never said a word. Not one complaint.
I would love to share a few stories with you boys about college days. I won't touch on
them now only to say they involved lots of laughs.
I would like to know the details for the memorial when available.
(Cheavers54@charter.net)
Steve Remes

Stephen Remes - August 02, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Hi, Steve...
Thanks for your kind Thoughts and words about Jane... you are right about her memories!
Steve, Jon and the rest of families are gonna miss her recollections of things we’ve
forgotten.
My dad must have shown Jane how to whistle... I’ve been “blessed” with the gift of dad’s
whistle, too! I’ve stopped delivery drivers pulling away in their trucks!
I know my brothers and I would love to hear your stories... it helps to keep Jane’s memory
alive. I’ll email you privately soon.
You are right about not knowing... her diabetes was known but She never made a big deal
about it and always brushed us off when we “harassed her” about taking care of herself; the
severity caught us all by surprise.
Again thank you, Steve... we appreciate you taking time to remember and leave your
comments.
Paul
Paul Murakami - August 02, 2020 at 11:58 PM

“

I worked with Jane at Laura Beker Services since she started there, almost 5 years
ago. She contributed so much to her clients, her colleagues, our organization, and
our community. She was strong, tenacious, and always ready to laugh. She made a
difference in this world. I and many others miss her.
Kathy Davidson

Kathy Davidson - July 31, 2020 at 08:06 PM

“

Kathy,
Thanks for your kind words and all your help these past few weeks. You and the team at
Laura Baker we’re so understanding and helpful... words cannot express our gratitude.
Paul
Paul Murakami - August 02, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

Mike and I were so saddened to hear of Jane's passing when we read yesterday's
Northfield News. We always enjoyed visiting with her when she would take breaks
outside from her work at the Laura Baker group home across the street from our
home. We had many nice conversations with Jane, sort of shouted across the street
in the last few months due to COVID-19. We think we last talked with her in mid to
late June so this was a bit of a shock to us. We will greatly miss her cheerful
disposition. The world has lost a good one in Jane. (Paul, Mike says he recalls
playing Little League baseball with you before you moved.)
Mike and Sally Grossman

Michael Grossman - July 30, 2020 at 11:39 PM

“

Mike and Sally...
Thank you for your kind words. Mike, I remember playing baseball... I also remember you
were a much better ball player than I was!
My brothers and our families have decided that 2020 will go down as a not so great year...
thank you for your kind words about Jane, she was one of a kind and a great sister.
Paul
Paul Murakami - July 31, 2020 at 11:29 PM

“

Jane’s dad Josh and mom Miki were good friends and our baby daughter Sarah was
loved by both.Photos from those years ago visits remind my husband Tony and me of
a wonderful family.

michele tony mcrae - July 30, 2020 at 09:50 AM

“

Michele and Tony...
Thank you for remembering our sister, and your kind words.
Paul
Paul Murakami - July 31, 2020 at 11:31 PM

“

We were so sad to hear about Jane’s passing. She worked at ETC in Fargo with Terry for
many years. Jane loved to come over and play with our three children. Our daughter was 5
and our twin sons were 3 at the time. She was always so patient with them when they
would find every hair bow, barrette and hair tie in the house and proceed to put every last
one of them in her hair. She was such a great help when Terry was deployed in the first
Desert Storm in 1990-91. Jane would call and say, “I’m coming over on Saturday to be with
the kids and I don’t care what you do...but you aren’t going to be home that day. You can
go sit and cry in the K-Mart parking lot for all I care”. Or she would come over and make
homemade pizza with the kids. She was known as Tickle Toucher by our kids as she would
play hide and seek and when she found them, she would proceed to tickle them. She
always had a smile on her face. Hugs and prayers to your family.
Terry and Karen Paulson
Karen Paulson - August 04, 2020 at 01:15 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear that Jane is no longer with us. I've been fortunate to be able to see her
these past few years in Northfield - she always showed up when I had a gig in town and it
was so fun to see her! I'll miss talking with her about our time together at St. Olaf and at
Marty's Downtown before we both moved on to other things and other places. Jane was a
special part of my circle of life... Tim Quarberg
Tim Quarberg - August 04, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

Karen and Terry,
Thanks for your kind words... your recollection of her comment “...I don’t care what you
do...” kinda sums our sister up pretty well. Fiercely individual, doing things her own way...
that’s Jane. On behalf of my brothers and our families, thank you for sharing your thoughts.
Blessings to you and yours,
Paul
Paul - August 05, 2020 at 09:04 AM

“

Tim,
Thanks for your posting and your memories of Jane... I knew you were a musician but I
didn’t know or remember you knew my sis. With the new normal we’re all dealing with, I’m
sure she missed going to hang out and listen to you.
Again, thanks from my brothers and our families... she was one of a kind and will be
missed.
Paul
Paul - August 05, 2020 at 09:10 AM

