Gudrun H. Harstad
June 6, 1924 - April 13, 2019

Gudrun Helene Harstad, a long-time resident of Mayville, ND, passed away on Saturday,
April 13, 2019, in Luther Memorial Home, Mayville, at the age of 94.
Gudrun was born in Mayville, on June 6, 1924, to Ole and Helen (Akre) Harstad. She was
raised on a farm just south of town. She attended Mayville High School and graduated
from St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1945. She taught
for a total of 39 years, working in several different schools in Minnesota and Montana.
Gudrun was privileged to work for two years in Norway as a Fulbright exchange teacher;
when she returned to the States, she then worked four years as a dietitian at Mayville
State Teachers College. Gudrun spent many summers working on her Master of Science
Degree in Home Economics Education from North Dakota State University. She earned
her master’s in 1966 and continued teaching Home Economics to Jr and Sr High School
girls.
Gudrun loved to travel and collect tea cups and jewelry from the countries she visited.
Norway was her favorite place to vacation; after her time teaching there, she voyaged
back multiple times. As the family historian, she loved to see the whole family together
over a sumptuous meal which included many Norwegian dishes.
Gudrun never married but looked upon her nieces and nephews as her children, helping
them in many ways as she thought best. She filled the rest of her time helping people in
whatever way she could, by delivering Meals on Wheels, quilting for the Lutheran World
Relief, taking her turn as host at the Heritage Center Museum in Mayville, plus calling
Bingo and assisting the “Foot Nurse” at the Senior Center. She was involved in the
leadership of Sons of Norway, Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America,
and the Traill County Grantee Board, the governing board for the Senior Center. She
volunteered with the Retired Teachers Group, who prepared meals at the Northland
Rescue Mission in Grand Forks, ND. She attended the Bible studies at her church, joined
the local library book club, and was involved with Elderhostel and classes at Mayville
State University.

Sadly, a fire in 2016 burned part of her home, which had been in the family for over sixty
years. This precipitated the sale of her home and her move to Sun Center, the assisted
living portion of the Luther Memorial Home.
Gudrun is survived by her nieces and nephews, Ronald (Donna) Harstad, Cummings, ND;
Julie (Dan) Boron, Plano, TX; Dale (Koreen) Harstad, Weimar, TX; Neil (Chris) Korsmo,
West Branch, IA; and Jane (Bob) Winter, Grand Forks; and several great and great-great
nieces and nephews also survive her. She was preceded in death by her parents; her
brothers, Julian and Karsten Harstad; and her sister, Edith Korsmo.
Memorial gift suggestions are Mayville Lutheran Church Broadcast and Audiovisual Fund,
Hospice of the Red River Valley, or Luther Memorial Home Activities Department.
A memorial service for Gudrun will be held in the chapel of the Luther Memorial Home,
Mayville, on Thursday, April 18, at 4 PM, with visitation one hour before. Her funeral
service will be held in Mayville Lutheran Church on Saturday, May 4, 2019, at 2 PM, with
visitation one hour before. Interment will be in the Mayville Cemetery.
Arrangements by Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead, MN.+
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Comments

“

One day when I was stopping at Sun Center to visit my mother, a woman with an
open trunk called to me and asked if I would help carry a piece of furniture in.
This was my introduction to Gudrun. From there, our friendship grew.
Gudrun was game for anything. I treasure the picture of her down in my basement.
That same day we snuck into the abandoned Portland School.
She hated to see waste, just like me. We were both social and community minded.
I will sure miss having this grand dame date on my arm.

Mark Heskin - April 18, 2019 at 11:34 PM

“

I am so grateful to have known Gudrun as my friend and neighbor...a unique and
generous, and caring woman.
Ann Marie Paulson

Ann Marie Paulson - April 18, 2019 at 04:47 PM

“

Miss Harstad was my Home Ec teacher in Underwood MN 1957/58 . We exchanged
Christmas letters over the years. I enjoyed reading about all of her community
activities and thought what a blessing she was to her church and community.

Delores Peterson - April 18, 2019 at 07:50 AM

“

Delores Peterson lit a candle in memory of Gudrun H. Harstad

Delores Peterson - April 18, 2019 at 07:42 AM

“

Mark Rye lit a candle in memory of Gudrun H. Harstad

Mark Rye - April 16, 2019 at 03:36 PM

“

Granted, as a college prep boy at Detroit Lakes High School in the mid-1960s I did
not have Miss Harstad as a teacher. However, I remember so vividly how she and my
mother (who also spoke Norwegian and visited The Old Country too many times to
count) carried a considerable part of the Norwegian-American cultural life in town,
not least as stalwarts in the Vikingland Sons of Norway lodge. Decades later, after I
had spent some years as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Oslo, I delivered
guest lectures at Mayville State College on three occasions and had the pleasure of
chatting with Gudrun in Norwegian. She led a quite interesting transatlantic life. One
must wonder whether she wrote her memoirs or at least some vignettes of her
experiences. May she be in the presence of God forever! "Vi lyser fred over hennes
minne" - we proclaim peace upon her memory.

Prof. Frederick Hale - April 16, 2019 at 01:20 PM

“

My father, Grant Johnson was Supt of Schools when Miss Harstad came to Detroit
Lakes to teach. He hired her and over the years would tell us that "she was one in a
million!" As a teacher she was so well loved and we all learned so much from her
from sewing and cooking to etiquette and decorating. She was the full package and
loved her students and they loved her.
Later on when my dad left for a new position, his friendship continued with many of
the teachers to include Miss Harstad - who also came to the Class of 1964 reunion
with my mother and dad. The two of them wore red as they were both Laker fans and
thus right in character.
My Facebook memory page has so many tributes to her that if a family member
contacts me on Email, I will send them. katheschaffler@hotmail.com
Our thoughts and prayers go out to her family and friends. She was an icon to us
1950s kids.
The Grant Johnson Family from Detroit Lakes, Minnesota
Kathe Schaffler
345 Lake Seminary Circle
Maitland, FL 32751-3310

Kathe - April 15, 2019 at 10:27 PM

