Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez
May 23, 1960 - January 5, 2019

Gerald “Jerry” Rodriguez, 58, of Fargo, ND, passed away Saturday, January 5, 2019, in
Sanford Health, Fargo. Jerry was born on May 23, 1960, to Juan and Gloria (Salazar)
Rodriguez in Moorhead, MN. He grew up on a farm just outside Sabin, MN, moving to
Moorhead when the family lost their home in the 1975 flood.
Jerry graduated from Moorhead High School in 1979. He worked at Safelite Auto Glass for
nearly 30 years, until 2009. He was united in marriage to Julie Kuehl on June 9, 1984, at
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Moorhead. He lived in Moorhead much of his life, but
had moved to Fargo after his divorce on October 23, 2009, after 25 years of marriage.
In high school, Jerry was an athlete and participated in football, track, cross-country,
diving, and wrestling. He was also active in FFA. In his adult years, he enjoyed playing
softball for many years and also being an umpire, coach, and a volunteer at the
concession stands. He also liked to bowl and golf.
Jerry was a passionate volunteer with the Boy Scouts of America for over 20 years,
serving in numerous pack, troop, council, and regional roles such as Regional C.O.P.E.
Course Inspector, Assistant Council Commissioner, District Commissioner, Unit
Commissioner, Assistant Scoutmaster, Assistant Cubmaster, and Venture Crew
Committee Member. He was awarded the Silver Beaver in 2003, and also the
Distinguished Commissioner Award. He was a member of the Order of the Arrow and
enjoyed being a part of the “Old Goat Patrol” and the Camp Wilderness Alumni. He had
also been a member of the Moorhead Optimist club and volunteered with the Trinity/St.
Joseph’s Thanksgiving dinners for many years.
Jerry loved to trade patches and was a stickler for Scout uniforms. He could often be
heard saying “tuck it in or take it off.” He loved to tease and hand out nicknames, all in
good fun. He was proud of his boys and loved them very much. He had an infectious,
often impish, smile. He was always willing to help and never afraid to try.

Sadly, Jerry suffered numerous health issues much of his life but he always met his
challenges with strength and cheerfulness. He was diagnosed with Type I diabetes at age
25, and suffered kidney failure in 2005. He received a transplant in 2006, but unfortunately
it was rejected four years later. His eyes first began to give him trouble in 2003, and he
continued to have difficulty with them, losing much of his eyesight. Through all his
challenges, he faced them with bravery and cheerfulness and would be the one doing his
best to do a good turn daily and brighten the day for his fellow patients or the medical
professionals he interacted with.
Jerry is survived by his sons, Kyle Rodriguez, Fargo, and Taylor Rodriguez, Moorhead;
sister, Kris Gonzales (Walter Whitfield), Fort Worth, TX; brothers, Johnnie Rodriguez,
Fargo, Robert Rodriguez, Minneapolis, MN, and Alonzo Rodriguez, Moorhead; nephews,
Stacey, Ryan, Nicholas, Eric, Dominic, Jonathan, and Chaz; niece, Lynne Marie; and his
former wife, Julie Kuehl, Fargo; along with countless fellow Scouters and other friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Juan and Gloria Rodriguez; and sisters, Blanca
Rodriguez and Melinda Rodriguez.
Jerry Rodriguez and his infectious smile and cheerfulness will be greatly missed but will
live on in our memories. “Scout salute!”
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Friends of Scouting Program.
Visitation for Jerry will be Monday, January 14, 2019, from 5 – 7 PM, with a prayer service
at 7 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead. His funeral will be Tuesday, January 15,
2019, at 11 AM, in Trinity Lutheran Church, Moorhead. Burial will be in Prairie Home
Cemetery, Moorhead.

Cemetery

Events

Prairie Home Cemetery

JAN

South 8th St.

14

Moorhead, MN, 56560

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

JAN
14

Prayer Service

07:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

JAN
15

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Trinity Lutheran Church
210 7th St. S., Moorhead, ND, US, 56560

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Korsmo Funeral Service - January 10 at 10:51 AM

“

I'm so sorry to learn of Jerry's passing. I first met Jerry when he was working for
Safellite Auto Glass. I was the UPS driver that delivered to Safelite Auto Glass while
Jerry was there. Jerry always greeted me with a big smile,he always made my day,
always had a positive way about himself. My deepest condolences to Jerry's family
and friends. I'll have you in my thoughts and prayers. Take care and God Bless. RIP
Jerry.

Ingo Keller - January 17 at 10:57 PM

“

2 files added to the album High School

Julie Kuehl - January 14 at 02:34 PM

“

TRENT JOHNSON lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez

TRENT JOHNSON - January 14 at 12:50 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez.

January 13 at 06:26 PM

“

I was very saddened when I learned about Jerry’s passing, such a good man. It has
been years since I last saw Jerry. I use to go golfing with him and would see him at
Trinity Lutheran Church. He had a really nice smile. My condolences to his boy’s and
family. He left us too soon.

Wayne Winje - January 13 at 12:13 PM

“

Jerry was a great friend back in high school and beyond. He was always willing to
help out and do whatever needed to be done. We had some great times playing
softball, water skiing, playing golf or just hanging around. I had the opportunity to
give him a call the last time I was in the area about a year ago. Though his health
wasn’t good he was the same old Jerry, he always kept track of where people were
and what they were doing. He was very proud of his kids. He will be missed. Rest in
peace Buddy.

Steve DesSaint - January 12 at 09:54 AM

“

I first met Jerry as my student at Central Junior High and later as a track athlete at
Moorhead Sr. High.
Jerry was a very easy person to like. He was a hard worker and dedicated to
whatever venture was in front of him.
We will all miss that ever present smile and great attitude....

David Thordal - January 11 at 06:19 PM

“

It's been 40 years since we were in high school...but I still remember how good and
kind he was to me. He was a fun loving guy! God Bless and RIP Jerry!

Jay Maki - January 10 at 04:52 PM

“

To the Rodriguez Family,
This is Aunt Ermila from New Mexico and my heart aches for you and your family. I
had the opportunity to see Jerry back in 2015 and he was so kind, positive and
thoughtful. I wish I could attend the service but it’s not possible at this time. Jerry, you
will always be in my heart, thoughts and prayers. With much love, Tia Millie

Ermila Ramoz - January 10 at 02:33 PM

“

Ermila Ramoz lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez

Ermila Ramoz - January 10 at 02:31 PM

“

90 files added to the album LifeTributes

Korsmo Funeral Service - January 10 at 09:39 AM

“

It has been years since I last saw Jerry, but he was a nice addition to our family. He
was always smiling and joking. A gentle soul. Our condolences to his boys whom we
are sure will greatly miss him. We send our condolences to Julie and Jerry’s family,
too. He was taken from us much too soon.
Julie and Bill Eikamp

Julie - January 10 at 12:20 AM

“

For my cousin jerry

Ann Rodriguez - January 10 at 12:03 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez.

January 09 at 07:24 PM

“

Jerry and myself were a team as Commissioners at Norther Lights Council. He was a
great guy. I am missing him. Last year I was in FGO on business. We made
arrangement to eat breakfast. We swapped stories until the the waitress got tired of
us.
God bless my friend.

Dennis Medd - January 09 at 02:02 PM

“

1 file added to the album High School

Julie Kuehl - January 09 at 08:46 AM

“

Lynda Van Otterloo lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez

Lynda Van Otterloo - January 08 at 09:10 PM

“

2 files added to the album High School

Julie Kuehl - January 08 at 04:35 PM

“

Sandy Francis lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez

Sandy Francis - January 08 at 01:27 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Neil Litton - January 08 at 01:09 PM

“

Donna Rodriguez sent a virtual gift in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez

Donna Rodriguez - January 08 at 09:44 AM

“

It's been so long since I have seen Jerry. And yet my heart is so heavy knowing that
he is gone. I can hear his voice, his laugh, as if I had just seen him yesterday. We
went to school together from elementary through high school and he was a gentle
and loving soul. RIP my friend. I know there's a very special place in heaven just for
you.
Joni Poehls-Bieber

Joni Bieber - January 08 at 08:51 AM

“

I was saddened to read of Jerry’s passing this morning. I remember him well from my
days in Scouts; he was a terrific Scouting leader, always ready to serve whenever
asked. His smile and friendly, warm greeting were always so uplifting. My sincerest
sympathies to the family; may he rest in eternal peace. Brad Schmidt, West Fargo

Brad Schmidt - January 08 at 08:24 AM

“

Kathy Carbno lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez

Kathy Carbno - January 08 at 08:13 AM

“

Jerry was at all of the Alumni concession stand things I worked at. He volunteered so
much of his time to the scouts. A great man and an Icon, in my mind, for the best
saying in the World! “On My Honor, I Will Do My Best, To Do My Duty, To God And
My Country....” You ALL know the rest... Rest In Peace Jerry.

Jeff Weber - January 08 at 02:17 AM

“

Beatrice (Wirries) Streitz purchased the Mrs. Fields Nibblers
the family of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez.

Sympathy Basket for

Beatrice (Wirries) Streitz - January 08 at 12:58 AM

“

Jerry was my friend for many years since he asked me to help him with grammar in
9th grade. This darling man will always have a place in my heart.

Beatrice (Wirries) Streitz - January 08 at 12:29 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" Rodriguez.

January 07 at 11:37 PM

“

JERRY's mega watt smile, easy manner, super friendly guy who was loved by many.
He was never afraid to be different. He was the only guy who would help us with our
syncro swimming team by doing a funny act with us in high school. Took guts! Was
great, in later years he was always up to meet up with us old friends. He was very
proud of his family. He will be missed.

Star - January 07 at 11:28 PM

“
“

Thank you for sharing that high school memory. I remember that event. Good times!!!
Julie Kuehl - January 08 at 09:02 AM

I remember Jerry from Cross Country when we were in Junior high. He was always kind to
everyone, even if you weren't as athletic. Caught up to him in Scouting when my son and I
were involved in it. Then, we were friends on Facebook. I will always remember his smile
and how KIND he was. Thank you for being a friend!
Jill Schroeder - January 14 at 02:23 PM

