Erling Linde
August 27, 1923 - October 14, 2019

ERLING H. LINDE, 96, passed away peacefully at Essentia Hospital, Fargo, ND, on
Monday, October 14, 2019.
Erling, a Norwegian name that means “Little King,” was born on August 27, 1923, to Dr.
Herman and Inga (Hippe) Linde, in Cyrus, MN. Immediately after graduating from Cyrus
High School in 1941, he joined the Navy Band and spent the next six years stationed in
Brazil and Washington, DC. After his service, he began his studies at Concordia College
in Moorhead, MN, initially following in the footsteps of his father in medicine and earning
the title “Doc Linde.” But after a year of studying the sciences, he decided to follow his
passion in music, earning his Bachelor’s degree in Music Education.
Erling was an accomplished flutist. When asked why he played the flute, he liked to tell the
story that he had asked for a bicycle for his birthday and received a flute instead! After
graduating from Concordia in 1951, he continued his flute studies and earned his Master’s
in Flute Performance in 1952 from the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. He was hired to
direct the band program in Starbuck, MN, the following year. While shopping for music at
Daveau’s Music Store in downtown Fargo, he was assisted in his selections by a lovely
young employee named Janice Nelson, who was an accomplished pianist in her own
right. They were married August 9, 1953 and remained devoted to each other until her
death 59 years later.
Erling was the Director of Bands in Cando, ND, from 1953-1955. He next accepted a band
position in Moorhead, which he held until he retired in 1985. For decades, he was the
band director at North Junior High School and Park, Sharp, Washington, Sabin and
Georgetown Elementary Schools, starting hundreds of students on their band instruments,
many of whom continue to play today. He was a huge supporter of the arts, attending and
sponsoring hundreds of concerts and recitals in the area in his retirement.
Erling also held the position of Principal Flute of the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony
Orchestra for 32 years. During his tenure, he played under the baton of Sigvald Thompson

and J. Robert Hanson. For several years he was joined in the woodwind section with high
school bassoonist Peter Schickele, also known as PDQ Bach. Erling was also Adjunct
Flute Instructor at Concordia College, teaching there from 1957 into the 1970s. After his
retirement from the symphony, Erling gave his time to the Moorhead Kiwanis Club, The
Lutheran Church of Christ the King, Moorhead Retired Teachers and Hospice of the Red
River Valley. He was a resident at Linden Tree Circle at Eventide on 8th in Moorhead,
serving as their choir director and enjoying the many friends he had there. The family
extends special thanks to the wonderful and compassionate caretakers he experienced at
Eventide.
In addition to all these talents, Erling was a devoted family man. Erling and Janice enjoyed
many travels in their retirement, attending the many activities and concerts of their
children and grandchildren. Erling is survived by his son, David (Debra Toso) Linde,
Corcoran, MN; daughter, Jane Linde (Rodney) Capistran , Fargo; son, Eric (Kristen)
Linde, Minneapolis, MN; grandchildren, Andrew (Kara) Linde, New Milford, CT, Alayna (
Zach Zaubi) Linde, Tacoma, WA, Madeline Capistran, Iowa City, IA, Stuart Capistran, St.
Paul, MN, Nikolas and Annika Linde, Minneapolis; and brother, Llewellyn Linde, Hastings,
MN.
He was preceded in death by his parents, wife, Janice Linde; and sister, Hilma Griswold.
Memorials may be given to the FM Symphony, FM Area Youth Symphony, Eventide, The
Lutheran Church of Christ the King and Concordia College, Department of Music.
Visitation for Erling will be Friday, 4:30 PM until 6:30 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel,
Moorhead. His funeral service will be Saturday, October 26, 2019, at 1:00 PM in First
Lutheran Church, Fargo.
(Korsmo Funeral Service. Moorhead, MN)

Cemetery

Events

Evergreen Memorial Cemetery

OCT

700 34th Ave S

25

Moorhead, MN, 56560

Visitation

04:30PM - 06:30PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

OCT
26

Funeral Service

01:00PM

First Lutheran Church
619 North Broadway, Fargo, ND, US, 58102

Comments

“

Erling was a member of Kiwanis for many years with me. One item I remember about
his time at Kiwanis was that he would go with me to monitor and serve refreshments
at the Monday night Arc dances. The music was loud and neither of us would dance
but it was really nice to have him there with me.
Peter Larson Treasurer, Moorhead Kiwanis

Peter Larson - October 25 at 05:14 PM

“

Joanne Cohen purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Erling
Linde.

Joanne Cohen - October 22 at 02:09 PM

“

Lynne (Swanson) Mohler lit a candle in memory of Erling Linde

Lynne (Swanson) Mohler - October 22 at 01:28 AM

“

Lynne (Swanson) Mohler lit a candle in memory of Erling Linde

Lynne (Swanson) Mohler - October 21 at 11:03 AM

“

Jane,
My prayers and condolences to you and your family on the loss of your Dad.
May all the wonderful memories and special times you all shared be at the forefront
of your days.
Greg Melheim

Greg Melheim - October 20 at 01:02 PM

“

Many thoughts and prayers to you all

Darla Scheel Johnson - October 18 at 01:23 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Erling Linde.

October 17 at 03:17 PM

“

Mr. Linde, as I called him,was my first flute teacher in Moorhead schools beginning in
9th grade. I moved here with my family as my dad was Justin Swenson new
superintendent. We kept in touch as I entered high school. I continued playing flute in
the Concordia band. On June 22,1963 I was married to Ken Baker and Mr.Linde
played at our wedding in Bethesda Church. I am so honored to have known him all
these years. And he remembered me always. Of course I went to his concerts with
the symphony. He was so awesome and inspired many. Thanks for the memories.
Janice Swenson Baker

Janice Baker - October 17 at 11:27 AM

“

Dorene Nelson and Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Erling Linde.

Dorene Nelson and Family - October 16 at 04:36 PM

“

He loved his music...how else could or would you put up with directing and teaching
elementary music students! A very talented, patient teacher.

Bob Seigel - October 16 at 12:03 PM

