Bertrand "Bert" Borgen
December 10, 1930 - February 10, 2018

Bertrand “Bert” Borgen was born December 10, 1930, in Viding Township by Georgetown,
MN, to William and Lillian (Reppen) Borgen. Bert was united in marriage to Elaine Olson
on April 7, 1951, at St. Olaf Church, Faith, MN. They made their home and raised their
family on a farm near Perley, MN.
Bert passed away on February 10, 2018, at the age of 87, surrounded by his family at
Sanford Medical Center, Fargo, ND, following complications from a brain aneurysm
surgery.
Bert was baptized January 25, 1931, at Landstad Church, Perley, and confirmed July 1,
1945, at Winchester Lutheran Church, Borup, MN . He attended school at Borup High
School, graduating on May 27, 1948. Following graduation, he worked for neighboring
farmers, and helped on the home farm until he was united in marriage to Elaine. Bert
worked for a construction company the first year they were married, then started farming
on his own in November, 1951, near Perley.
Bert and Elaine raised six children, four girls and two boys. Bert also belonged to many
clubs and served on many boards throughout his lifetime. Some of his best times were
spent fishing at Lake of the Woods with family and friends, hunting with his sons and
grandsons, collecting guns, and restoring over 100 antique tractors at his farm by
Gardner, ND. He also volunteered many years at Rollag Steam Thresher’s Association’s
Labor Day event, where he sold raffle tickets and got to visit with many people from all
over the world. Bert and Elaine spent many winters at their home in Phoenix, AZ, where
they met a lot of good friends.
Bert and Elaine are active members of The Lutheran Church of Christ the King in
Moorhead, MN.
Bert is survived by his wife, Elaine; four daughters, Kathy (Roger) Dyrdahl, Perley, Deb
Arett, Fargo, Lynn (Mark) Skansgaard, Strawberry Lake, MN, Vicki (Kirk) Strand, Ada, MN;

two sons, Brian (Debby) Borgen, Hendrum, MN, Blake (Carol) Borgen, Perley; 19
grandchildren; 30+ great-grandchildren; four brothers, William Jr., Hendrum, MN, Russel
(Nellie Holm), Ulen, MN, Curtis (Betty), Moorhead, and Dennis, Dilworth, MN; and one
sister, Anne (Rex) Lindblom, Park Rapids, MN.
He is preceded in death by his parents; three brothers, John, Charles and Leon; and two
sisters, Doris Eidem and Mae Stennes.
Visitation will be Thursday, February 15, 2018, from 5 – 7 PM, with a prayer service at
6:30 PM, in Korsmo Funeral Chapel, Moorhead.
His funeral will be Friday, February 16, 2018, at 11 AM, in The Lutheran Church of Christ
the King.
Burial will take place in Landstad Cemetery, rural Perley.

Events
FEB
15

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

FEB
15

Prayer Service

06:30PM

Korsmo Funeral Chapel
409 8th St. S., Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

FEB
16

Funeral Service

11:00AM

The Lutheran Church of Christ the King
1900 14th St S, Moorhead, MN, US, 56560

Comments

“

We are in Florida & just read of the passing of Bert. Elaine we hold you & your family
in our thoughts & prayers. May God comfort you with his peace & give you strength
Deb & Greg Seurer

debbie seurer - February 15, 2018 at 11:58 PM

“

Marilyn Nielsen lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

Marilyn Nielsen - February 15, 2018 at 09:50 PM

“

Our sympathy Elaine and family, so sorry about the loss of Bert. We send our prayers for
comfort and His help at this time of so great a loss! Paul & Marilyn
Marilyn - February 15, 2018 at 09:53 PM

“

Elaine and the family,
Due to life's circumstances we are unable to be with to express our sympathy's and
lend you are support at this time of your loss.
Please know our thought's and prayers are with you at this time.
God bless you and your family.
Adele and Don Reierson

Don Reierson - February 15, 2018 at 06:47 PM

“

Gayle Solum lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

Gayle Solum - February 15, 2018 at 04:32 PM

“

Gayle Solum

Heartfelt sympathy and warm condolences to all of Bert’s family. My heart goes out to each
of you. May the love of God enfold you as you journey through grief and say your final
goodbye.
As I wrote in our card to Zach & Kristen:
‘A human life is a story told by God’. ~Hans Christian Anderson~
May Bert’s story continue through each of you his precious family. Peace, Prayer and
Blessing
A memorial in Bert’s name has been given to Christ the King
In sympathy, Kevin & Gayle Solum
Gayle Solum - February 15, 2018 at 06:14 PM

“

Bert was an amazing man who will be greatly missed. He and Elaine are wonderful
people who became very good friends with my parents, Paul & Bonnie Simonson.
Bert and my dad shared a love of guns and attended MANY gun shows together.
When my dad passed away in February 2008, Bert helped my mom go through my
dad's collection of guns and helped sell them. It was a big task that my mom couldn't
do alone and needed someone to help her that she could trust. That was Bert! We
will forever be grateful for Bert and his friendship and laughter!
Elaine, you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers always!
Tom and Sarah Greene, Trey, Rachel & Grace

Sarah Greene - February 15, 2018 at 02:14 PM

“

My dear Elaine and all of Bert's family,
There are no words to express how deeply sorry I am for your loss. I feel the loss
too. Bert was definitely a special cousin. I love the picture of him for the obituary.
Looks just like we are sitting around a table at The Frying Pan having a great visit.
The memories I have of him will last forever. I was so pleased to see that his burial
will be at Landstad. Now I can visit him every time I come to Minnesota.

Donna Sweeney - February 15, 2018 at 01:32 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Bertrand "Bert"
Borgen.

February 15, 2018 at 01:23 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Bert's passing. He was ageless! Always enjoyed both Bert
and Elaine at Desert Shadows.

George & Berti Ross - February 15, 2018 at 08:00 AM

“

Talking with my dad Russell upon Bert's passing, Dad said "Our Captain is gone".
We all knew, whatever harrowing adventures were had on that red topped boat, Bert
could fix anything. Whether it was bailing out the boat while heading for shore or
even when they blew up the boat May 27, 2010, we kids knew the crew was safe,
that Bert would have that boat seaworthy in no time. Thank you Uncle Bert for all the
treasured memories and for all the walleye!
In love and sympathy, Al and Brenda Winters

Al & Brenda Winters - February 14, 2018 at 10:54 PM

“

Bert, in my mind, is probably the happiest, kindest, funniest Borgen of all time. The
kind of sincerity he has shown Alex, and Brian, will not be forgotten. I don’t know if
any gun show they attend will ever be the same. Alex always felt pretty honored
when Bert would greet him by name at the shows. And, it’s not a coincidence that
Alex described Bert as funny, kind and happy, also. That was him! Alex said Bert was
his favorite of Grandpa Billy’s brothers. You were all very lucky to have him—God
Bless his memory! With love, Jess, Brian, Alex & girls

Jessica Rust - February 14, 2018 at 05:22 PM

“

Mark & Laura Hoff purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Bertrand
"Bert" Borgen.

Mark & Laura Hoff - February 14, 2018 at 02:08 PM

“

Mark & Ginger Hendrickson Family lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

Mark & Ginger Hendrickson Family - February 14, 2018 at 09:53 AM

“

I am so sorry about Bert's passing. You all have my deepest sympathy. I will always
remember him laughing and smiling at the lake. He was such a kind and caring
person and always went out of his way to help whenever he could. "Don't be sad
because it's over; be happy that it happened." Remember...he's moved-on to a much
more beautiful place and watches over all of you every single moment. God's peace
and blessings to you all.
Kim (Becker) Stenglein
Spicer, Minnesota
(Formerly of Big Floyd Lake)

Kim (Becker) Stenglein - February 13, 2018 at 12:57 PM

“

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the family of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen.

February 13, 2018 at 12:01 PM

“

With deepest sympathy and prayers to Elaine and all of Bert’s family. May all your
good memories help you through these difficult days.

Linda Magnuson - February 13, 2018 at 10:42 AM

“

Bert was always such a nice guy. He never seemed to change....
Rick Ohren

Rick Ohren - February 12, 2018 at 09:11 PM

“

Liz lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

Liz - February 12, 2018 at 08:23 PM

“

Heidi Olson lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

Heidi Olson - February 12, 2018 at 07:09 PM

“

Love and prayers to all of you. Marlys Guttormson and family.

Marlys Guttormson - February 12, 2018 at 06:11 PM

“

There is only one "Bert"in the world. No one can talk like him, no one can make jokes
like him, and no one can be as fun loving as Bert. A brilliant mind that could fix
anything or find a solution. I don't think I ever heard him say " I don't know or have
any idea". He will be missed greatly.
He is the only man that could convince two college ladies to help unload a semi of
canned fruit in their high heels. When Vicki's shoes got ruined he said he bought her
shoes for her new anyway so just add them to the damage. Always funny and always
Bert. I will miss the Bert-isms.

Noreen j Thomas - February 12, 2018 at 06:06 PM

“

Heartfelt sympathy and warm condolences to all of Bert’s family. My heart goes out to each
of you. May the love of God enfold you as you journey through grief and say your final
goodbye.
As I wrote in our card to Zach & Kristen:
‘A human life is a story told by God’. ~Hans Christian Anderson~
May Bert’s story continue through each of you his precious family. Peace, Prayer and
Blessing
A memorial in Bert’s name has been given to Christ the King
In sympathy, Kevin & Gayle Solum
Gayle Solum - February 15, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

Denise (kappes) Hall lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

Denise (kappes) Hall - February 12, 2018 at 04:01 PM

“

We are sorry to hear of Bert's passing. He will be forever remembered & missed. He
will be working on those old tractors up in Heaven, we are sure!! ~Pam & Rod~

Pam Hedrich - February 12, 2018 at 03:08 PM

“

LATCC By Karen Carlsrud lit a candle in memory of Bertrand "Bert" Borgen

LATCC by Karen Carlsrud - February 12, 2018 at 01:47 PM

